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VISIT TO TEXAS. 



CHAPTER I. 



Departure from New Orlean8.~Paflsenger8.— Galveston UUnd.— 
The bays and Coast of Texas.— Wild Fowl— Landing at ths 
Brazos. 



Early in the month of March, 1831, I reached 
New Orleans from the Northern States, on my way 
to Texas. My principal object was to examine the 
condition of a large tract of land I had purchased of 
the Galveston Bay and Texas Land Company, and 
to ascertain its value to settlers from the United 
States, by personal observation, as well as to satisfy 
myself concerning the soundness of the title which 
I had obtained. 

There was a vessel at that time preparing to sail 
for Brazoria, a place on the river Brazos ; and I took 
passage on board. After stipulating for the price of 
twenty dollars, and providing myself with a few 
conveniences for the voyage, I embarked with fifty- 
three other passengers, of different descriptions and 
colors. The sloop Majesty, in which we s^uled, 
1 



ed by Google 



10 ▲ V I S I T 

commanded by Captain Spear, was taken in tow by 
the steambos^ Livingston, and went through the 
North West Pass about 7 o'clock in the morning. 
Our cargo had been selected for Brazoria, by a youog 
merchant of that place, who was on board, and con- 
sisted of flour, provisions, dothes, <fcc. 

I had sought in vain for any satis&ctory informa- 
tion concerning the country to which I was bound, 
before leaving New Orleans ; and was but little more 
fortunate in my enquiries among the passengers, 
most of whom were going to live in Texas. Among 
these were an old Tennessean and his wife with 
their sons, two young men, who were going " to 
hunt land," as the familiar term is for exploring new 
r^ons, for a place to form a settlement. There 
was also a very intelligent man from Alabama, who 
had several negroes with him, going to take up im 
abode in Texas : but he had nothing to communicate 
concerning the country, except some very fo.vorable 
gener^ accounts he had received from friends. On 
reaching New Orleans he had learnt for the first 
time, that slaves cannot be held in the Mexican ter- 
ritory, and had taken measures which had been 
recommended to him, to evade the general law of 
abolition, which does so much honor to the patriots 
of that republic. He had obtained their attested 
signatures to articles of indenture, by which they 
bound themselves to serve him for ninety-nine years. 
He counselled another man, who was on board with 
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TO T-EXAS. 11 

his wife and several sUves, to do the same, and gave 
them such iostnictions as were necessary to be re^ 
f^arded to render the pretended agreement binding on 
the negroes. 

I learned from conversation with the captain of 
the vessel, that he once sailed with Gibbs, the no* 
torious pirate, who had been brought into New- York 
a short time before our sailing, but whose confessions 
had not at that time been made. He assured me 
that he was a man of a most profligate and despe- 
rate character ; and that he entertained no doubt at 
all of his bdng guilty of such acts of piracy and 
murder as were charged against him, and many 
more than were yet known. 

On the 12th of March we discovered land, which 
presented only a low, uniform appearance, on which 
U would be impossible to distinguish one spot from 
aqpther. The most experienced navigators of the 
coast are often at a loss hereabouts. On the follow- 
ing day we passed Galveston Island, which extends 
sixty miles, and differs in nothing from the land 
just mentioned, except that in one spot, viz. near the 
western extremity, are three low trees growing near 
the water, which, although of very diminutive size, 
are visible from a great distance on account of their 
loneliness, and serve as a convenient landmark in 
clear weather. 

We kept down the coast until we arrived off the 
mouth of the Brazos, near which we began to dis- 
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cover something of the country in Uie interior. 
This was an extensive-plain, scarcely elevated above 
the level of the Ocean, varied in some parts with 
wood, but without a single elevation of the surface* 
A pilot came down to the shore, and we stood near 
the land to receive him. The sloop was got in over 
the bar without much difficulty, though she struck 
two or three times, as she drew five feet of water. 
The water on the bar varies from four to six feeL 

The bays, harbors, and rivers of Texas, are gen- 
erally obstructed at their mouths by the meeting of 
their currents with the waves in the gulf. Accord- 
ing to Mrs. HoUey's "Texas," Sabine Lake, on the 
eastern frontier, has but six feet of water at its mouth, 
and shoals within. Galveston Bay has obstructions 
not only at its mouth, but at Redfish bar, and above, 
which preclude the navigation of Trinity and San 
Jacinto rivers, in vessels of any considerable size, 
and sometimes forbid it entirely in the former. The 
bar of the Brazos is said to be only about four rods 
wide, and easily removeable. Matagorda Bay is 
shoal, though it has twelve feet of water at its en- 
trance ; with only three or three and a half feet at 
the mouths of its two rivers, Colorado and La Baca. 
The Colorado is also impassable ten miles above 
Matagorda, there being a raft, or fixed mass of tim- 
ber lying in the channel. The San Bernard and 
Caney's creeks are very shoal at their mouths. The 
bay of Aransaso has seven feet at the entrance, and 
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a pretty good depth within, as has also Neuces bay. 
Here are the Irish grants, where Irish Colonies are 
to be formed.^ 

Before our vessel reached the point, four of the 
passengers including myself, took the boat intending 
to land. After rowing a short time, we perceived 
that the surf ran high upon the beach, and that a 
landing would be difficult We had also by this 
time discovered that we were all but poor oarsmen ; 
but nothing remained for us but to keep the boat's 
head as well as possible towards the shore. We had 
however, no sooner reached, the breakers, than she 
swung round in spite of us, and instantly overset, 
throwing us all into the water. We scrambled 
among the waves and the undertow, and with diffir 
culty gained the land, after spending some time in 
hauling the boat upon the beach. Crossing the 
narrow point not far from its extremity, we sooa 
reached the house of Captain Cotton, where a flag 
was flying. It stands on the bank of the Brazos 
river, and is an inn, for the accommodation of pas- 
sengers landing here, though a mere log house. 
The owner was formerly editor of a Mexican 6a* 
zette. 

From this place we had an extensive jfurospect. 
Although the spot is but little higher than the surface 
of the water, the country around is so low, and so 
perfectly flat, that the eye embraced an extent of 
many miles towards the interior, as well as up and 
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down the Bea-coast. The surface was green, as the 
season was aheady advanced so far that the grass 
had grown about six inches ; and the trees were 
well covered with leaves, forming groves and in some 
places woods of considerable extent, especially along 
the banks of the river, which was seen to take twa 
or three great bends within a few miles of us» 
Nearer at hand, and on both sides, were several 
sheets of water, spreading over considerable tracts of 
the level ground, and communicating with the sea. 
These offered us at first sight a promise of abundant 
qx>rt, for we saw multitudes of fowl in different 
places, both near and distant, and the country is 
abundant in game. Although the soil was sandy^ 
the general aspect of the country was verdant and 
agreeable, bearing a general resemblance to that 
around New Orleans, except in its total want of 
inhabitants; for although the cultivation was entire- 
ly neglected, it looked as if cultivated. Not a dwell- 
ing, except the inn, was any where in sight, nor a 
single vessel, except our sloop. This was soon 
taken up the river about a mile, and there brought 
to anchor. 

This, I was informed, is a fair specimen of the 
entire coast of Texas. From one extremity to the 
other there is not an elevation, nor any variety of 
aspect. The surf^pfcce is low and flat, but destitute of 
nutrshes, so that a cart might almost any where eome 
down to the edge of the water* 
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The eastern part of Texas, which we were enter- 
ing — that is, from the Sabine river, the boundary of 
the United States, to the San Jacinto, a little west- 
ward from us, is r^arded as the best part of the 
territory. It is well watered by navigable rivers and 
mill streams, and supplied with valuable timber, 
which will furnish much lumber. 

There are as yet however but few inhabitants. 
Nacogdoches, 60 miles from the frontier, the principal 
town in that direction, was yet insignificant in the 
amount of its population. It was at first a Spanish 
military post, and afterwards inhabited by a small 
population. The inhabitants were driven into Lou- 
isiana about the year 1820, by Spanish troops, but 
three years after the resettlement began. It was 
now protected by a small number of Mexican sol- 
diers, which was soon afterwards increased, as the 
government were then jealous of the United States, 
or affected to be so. A few scattering settlers are 
found in that tract of country : but the colonization 
laws forbid any settlement to be made within twenty 
leagues of the frontier of the United States, unless 
two thirds of the inhabitants be Mexicans. 

There were ten or twelve puny, dark complexioned 
men, at Captain Cotton's in an uniform, who I learnt 
were Mexican soldiers, stationed there to enforce the 
revenue laws. The state of the Mexican Republic 
being at that time very unhappy, through the military 
despotism under the Vice President Bustamente, and 
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16 A VISIT TO TEXAS. 

the prospect of internal disturbance, it was not so 
surprising that an advanced po?t on this distant 
frontier, should be left with a very slender guard. 
The approach of no open enemy was to be appre- 
hended from this quarter, although it was very evi- 
dent that the party in power were hostile to the 
principles of the United States, opposed to its influ- 
ence, and extremely jeabus of the moral ascendency 
which our countrymen were rapidly gaining in this 
province by emigration. 
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CHAPTER II. 



Deer.— Pint hunting excursion on a Pnirie.->AiK^Eward predica*' 
ment in consequence.— Departure for Brazoria.— Passage up the 
Brazos riyer.— Remarks on the Prairies of Texas.— The <* Rolling 
country," ^.—Impressions on newing the scenery, with its 
beautiful aspect and solitude.— My own flattering prospects. 



On the Mowing morning, I was roused by the 
cry of ^^ Deer in sight ;" and from the deck we saw 
distinctly several deer feeding in the Prairie on the 
western side of the river, about half a mile from the 
bank. They appeared so confident in the security,r 
and fed so carelessly, that I set off immediately with 
my gun, indulging no small hopes of procuring a 
supply of fresh meat for at least a part of the ship's 
company. My plan was, to proceed quietly along 
until I should get rather to the South West of them, 
and then approach ; for the river took an abrupt turn 
to the westward, about a mile north of me, and there 
I thought I should be able to pen up my game, if 
they should take alarm before my near approach. I 
confess my ign<Hance of deer hunting, which indeed 
will be evident enough to an experienced sportsman 
from my manner of proceeding. After walking a 
short time, and long before I had thought any par* 
ticular precaution was necessary to prevent them from 
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observing me, they suddenly started, and after run- 
ning a few minutes disappeared. I then hurried od, 
expecting to find them concealed under the bank of 
the river ; and ran over the smooth and grassy level, 
till I was out of breath ; but, much to my disappoint- 
ment, I could find nothing of them on the shore. 
After looking about a little time, I perceived several 
dark spots in the water, nearly a mile off, which 
proved to be my deer, swimming for a distant point 
of laqd, and leaving me in a mortifying predicament 
under the observation of all the sloops' company. 

I was very much struck with the uniformity of the 
surface in the Prairie ; which I had often heard of 
80 particularly, but never observed before. I had 
now run a mile or more over it, without meeting a 
sin<Tl<^ irregularity or obstacle, a stone, a pebble, a 
b a. ^^ or even a shrub. Scarcely a blade of grass 
seemed to rise above the ordinary height, which, as 
I have before remarked, was about six inches. And 
thus this extensive plain, neglected by man, and 
tended only by the hand of nature, presented a 
surface as level as the most carefully rolled garden- 
walk, and was covered with a coat of green as 
uniform as a smooth shaven lawn, or a vast sheet 
of velvet. And this scene was not confined to a 
small vale or meadow, or bounded by a range of 
neighboring hills : but stretched off to a vast dis- 
tance on almost every side, on the one hand seeming 
to melt into the Gidf of Mexico, and on the other to 
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lue^ the horizon. There was noUiing elevaled, or 
rough, or wUdt to contrast with the flat sur&ceof 
green ; and after a few moments spent in contem- 
{dating the plaiq, finding it varied only by Um 
distant groves which were seen towards the north, 
the mind feeb a kind of surprise at finding, that the 
senses are ahnost useless where there is so little to 
give them exercise. Such were some of my feelings 
at the first sight of a Prairie. 

There were some objects however which attracted 
my attention, particularly towards the South: for 
multitudes of water fowl were clustered together 
near the shore, as vast flocks of them were contin« 
ually in the air. Having lost all hope of larger 
game, and having no particular disposition to return 
to the vessel, while the recollection of my defeat in 
.the deer expedition ^as so fresh, I shouldered my 
gun, and bent my course towards the shore of the 
Gulf, and towards a spot where the fowl seemed to 
be most numerous. 

After a walk, that proved somewhat oppressive 
on account of the heat, (the thermometer was at 
75^ at Anahuac at noon that day,) I reached the 
shore of a pond, or lagoon, which, communicating 
with the Gulf by a narrow opening, overflowed a 
considerable extent of land, and offered a convenient 
retreat to thousands of wild ducks, geese, brandt and 
other fowl. These were far less shy than the game 
I had bdbre pursued, and soon ofiered me opportuni- 
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ties to try my powder and shot There were differ^ 
ent kinds of fowl which I had never met with before, 
and one of great size particularly attracted my 
attention. It was standing in the shallow water, 
near the land, and must have weighed forty or fifty 
pounds. By proper caution I got within a moderate 
distance of this overgrown mark, which I viewed at 
my leisure from the spot where I was concealed by 
the bank; and then, taking good aim, drew the 
trigger. My gun however missed fire ; and the bird, 
spreading its wings at the click of the lock, was 
soon beyond my reach. Turning round, I now, to 
my dismay, discovered that the sloop* had hoisted 
sail, and was already moving up the Brazos, with 
a favoring breeze which had unexpectedly sprung 
up ; so, taking several ducks which I had shot, I set 
off in great haste to overtake it. There was no pro- 
bability that the Captain would heave to for me, 
unless he could do it with a prospect of little loss of 
time ; and instead of directing my course towards 
the place where the vessel then was, I inclined much 
further towards the left, to reach the river at a distant 
bend, where I hoped t6 arrive as soon as the sloop. 
To do this however required great exertion ; for the 
breeze was strong enough to carry her along pretty 
rapidly, and the prospect of a long walk over the 
Prairie was of a most discouraging nature. I pushed 
on however, as fast as I could, worried with vexation 
at perceiving that my companions displayed no dis- 
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position to wait for me ; and at length effected my 
object, after a walk, or rather almost a run, ot five 
miles. I was very happy to find myself once more 
on board, after the prospect I had had of more soIL 
tude diaa I desired. 

The Brazos river is generally about 150 feet wide, 
and 20 or 30 feet deep. It is remarkaUy crooked : 
so much so that no one wind will take a vessel up 
to Brazoria, the place to which we were bound* 
Fortunately for us, we had men enough on board 
to obviate this difficulty ; and by sending a number 
of them on shore with a rope at every bad turn, we 
were able to pursue our course without delay. Not 
long after I had got on board, which was at noon, 
we began to approach the timber land; and we 
found the banks in some places more elevated and 
irregular, but without any signs of cultivation or 
inhabitants. I learnt that the open Prairies extended 
to within a short distance of the stream. The soil 
was light and poor until we reached a place called 
McNeil's Landing, or Marion, about fifteen miles, 
or half the distance to Brazoria, where, however, 
was no dwelling of any kind. One of the oldest 
estates in this part of the country, (that of Mr. Mc- 
Neil,) is situated a few miles westward, in the interior, 
near the river St. Bernard, whose general course is 
nearly parallel with that of the Brazos. At this 
landing the cotton raised by Mr. McNeil is shipped 
for New Orleans ; and in the year 1830 the amount 
2 
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of thk article yielded to that estate alone was worth 
no less than five thousand dollars. The estate of 
Mr. Westall is also a few miles from the Brazos on 
that side : but with these exceptions there were no 
habitations in the country within some miles of us. 

After observing something new, in a strange 
•country, one is apt to inquire whether it is likely to 
be often met with in future. £ had now been upon 
a IVairie for the first time : but I had to anticipate a 
more familiar acquaintance with them. Indeed it 
was most probable I should often travel, and possibly 
I might sometimes be obliged to deep upon them. 
The beautiful and unvarying level on which £ now 
found myself, had no near limits. The truth is, the 
entire southern part of Texas is one vast Prairie ; 
and in the northern regions of this extensive, pro- 
vince is another, which, stretching to the boundary 
of the United States, is lost in the Valley of the 
Mississippi and its western tributaries. That which 
lay before me extended north about seventy miles 
without interruption, except near some of the streams. 

These regions, which present no obstacle to the 
traveller in any directicHi, except where they are 
crossed by streams, and whose soil is generally ncb^ 
and often of almost incalculable fertility, present 
superior attractions to colonists. No forests are to be 
cleared away; and yet, in many places, there is 
sufficient wood for the limited necessities created by 
the climate. How many attractions does this splen- 
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did country appear at first sight to offer to a settler 
from our cdd and Northern States ! No rocky and 
barren ledges to lie waste forever, no steep aooUvities 
to be tilled or to be climbed over ; no provision to be 
made for the housing of cattle ; no raising, cuttingi 
curing, removing, lowing or feeding out of winter 
fodder ; not even the construction of hay stacks ; 
much less the erection of barns or staUes for crops 
and stock. How difScult it is to a northerner to 
bear in mind the reality, that all these great features 
of soil, dimate and rural life in his own country are 
here to be dispensed with! He naturally inquires, 
" What then can remain for the industrious man to 
do?" The whole business of raiding cattle is of course 
reduced, as it was in the land of Canaan^ to the 
simple operation of letting them take care of them- 
selves, eat, drink and fatten on the rich pastures and 
under the genial climate, until the owner chooses to 
claim tribute of their flesh, hide and horns. Tillage 
is also reduced almost to its simplest form : for cotton 
is packed as soon as picked, and immediately trans- 
ported to market ; and as to the grain necessary for 
the colonist's use, although the scarcity of mills is at 
present a great inconvenience, the planting is often 
effected without preparing the ground, and the rear^ 
ing always without hoeing. Y^fetables are generally 
still more easily procured, and that in superabun- 
dance: for after having been once sowed, many 
kinds g( useful kHcben plants and roots propi^tQ 
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thcmselveB. This is the case with pumpkiQs, sweet 
potatoes, and several other vegetables ; and some of 
them have been found greatly to improve in quality 
from year to year, even when thus entirely left to 
the care of nature. It is remarkable of the common 
North American or Irish potatoe, that when cultiva- 
ted here it becomes sweet, like the Southern or 
Carolina potatoe. 

The Prairies or levels of Texas may be generally 
described under two heads: Ist. The Southern or 
those on the coast, and 2d. The Northern, or interior. 
I am now nearly in the middle of the former, which 
extends from the river San Jacinto to that of Guad- 
aloupe, and about eighty miles inland, and beyond 
the latter river to the Nuces, thirty or forty miles 
back. The Eastern coast division, is generally well 
watered, being crossed by the rivers La Baca, Colo- 
rado and San Bernard, as well as the Brazos, with 
many smaller streams, and containing abundance of 
springs. Though apparently a dead flat, the country 
descends so much towards the Gulf of Mexico, that 
it is well drained, the streams being rapid, and the 
land neither overspread by ponds nor morasses, nor 
liable to inundations. The want of stones, for 
building and other purposes, and the abundance of 
musquetoes and other insects are seriously felt. The 
moderate prevalence of bilious fevers throughout 
this region is an objection, though not a very impor- 
tant one, against settlements here, as they are &r 
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less fatal than in some parts of the linked States. 
The proximity to. the coast and streams to some 
extent navigable, and of course the facilities of com- 
munication with distant regions, as well as the 
greater progress of settlements, are among the advan- 
tages of the southern over the northern Prairies. 
All this extensive tract, except a narrow strip west 
of La Baca river, is comprehended in Austin's 
CkJony. 

The western and smaller division of the coast 
level or Prairie land, extends, as before remarked, 
only about half as far inland as that first described : 
but it is more devated, has even richer herbage, and 
is preferred on the score of salubrity. The musquito 
grass which overspreads the ground is green all the 
year. Among the timber is also found the musquito 
tree, which is very useftil for fences and fuel. The 
greater part of this valuaUe r^on is covered by the 
grants made to De Leon and Power, and is destined 
for Irish settlements. It extends to the limits of 
Texas on the coast, and embraces several large bays, 
peninsulas and islands. 

The northern levels or Prairies are of considerable 
extent in the boundaries c( Texas : lying along the 
head streams of Brazos river, and extending north- 
ward become identified with those vast plains between 
the Rocky Mountains and the Mississippi. But they 
are little known, and as yet scarcely within the view 
of colonists, though doubtless destined at some future 
2* 
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time, to support a numerous population. That 
region, as when crossed by Captain Zebulon Pike in 
1807, is still traversed by herds of buffalo, deer, and 
horses and Indians, particularly the Comanches, who 
are wild and savage. 

The country intermediate between these great 
levels, is swellmg, (or "rolling,'' as it is here called,) 
adjacent to the Prairies, and mountainous in the 
middle. The rolling country extends northward, 
in some parts one, in others two hundred miles, 
where it reaches the mountains. It is remarkably 
salubrious, well supplied with stone, abounds in 
streams and springs, with timber of various kinds, 
as well as fine pasturage, beautiful and varied scenery, 
and is nearly Itee from troublesome insects. Th« soil, 
like that of the Prairies, is generally a deep, « dark 
mould, but the streams are usually bordered by 
tracts of alluvial land, which yield a variety of timber. 
The climate and soil are the most favorable to vines, 
as well as sheep and horses, and as much so as any 
part of the country to fruits and grain, pigs and oxen. 
Sugar and long staple cotton, however, will not grow 
there. 

When one listens to the accounts he hears of the 
fertile regions around him, and sees with his own 
eyes evidence of the truth of much that he is told, 
he still finds it difficult to carry with him full credit 
in the facts, and is often inclined to question over 
and over again the reality of the tales he has been 
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told. Especially does k seen) hard to imagine that 
such boundless regions of almost unexampled fertil- 
ity, stretch ofif to so great a distance beyond us, 
where the foot of a civilized man has hardly ever 
been placed** On the contrary, the inconveniences, 
privations and disappointments which in such a land 
of beauty and fertility necessarily await the stranger, 
are apt to force themselves frequently and intelligiUy 
upon his notice. Although the triab to which a 
new settler must be exposed are fewer and less dan- 
gerous than those encountered in our northerly 
regions, they are still considerable ; and every colonist 
should prepare to meet them. Some of the greatest 
inconveniences, it is evident, must arise from the 
scarcity of inhabitants. A mere glance at a vast 
Praiiie, with the idea of living upon it alone, is 
enough to impress a man with the importance of 
society to a social being, and the value of that 
mutual assistance which men give and receive in 
communities. But yet theie are many persons who 
are habituated to solitude, and while with their fami- 
lies, never feel lonely ; and of such must in a great 
measure consist the colonists of Texas. 

The scenes around me afforded certainly a noble 
view, even for a spectator personally uninterested in 
the soil: but to the proprietor of a vast tract, like 
myself, a finer could hardly be imagined. I had 
doubtless made a judicious purchase ; and in what 
a country ! How nobly would twenty thousand 
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acres look, wherever I might determine to locate my 
estate ! I should feel perfectly satisfied with land 
like this, but, as I had determined to see something 
of the land in the length and breadth of it, I con- 
cluded to suspend my decision for the present. As 
however this kind of country, as I was assured, 
extended sixty or seventy miles in depth back from 
the whole coast east of this, that is, through the 
southern part of the Company's lands, I could have 
no difficulty whatever in selecting a section with 
which I should be satisfied, even if I should be dis- 
appointed with the quality of the land in the interior. 
Twenty thousand acres ! Twenty thousand acres ! 
What an estate ! How many cottle and human 
inhabitants would it be able to support ! 

No wonder that settlers in such a country should 
acquire feelings of independence and liberality, 
thought I. Nature is bountiful to the inhabitant, 
and he can afibrd to be liberal without impoverishing 
himself. How strange would it probably appear, to 
some of those who hear the propositions of the 
Galveston Bay and Texas Land Company with 
coldness, if they could see this scene, that they have 
given the subject no more attention. 

I bad these agreeable reflections to make, as I 
passed up the Brazos, expecting on my arrival at 
Brazoria, to obtain all information necessary to guide 
me to some of the best of the Company's land, to 
apply to the Company's surveyor to locate me twen- 
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ty thousand acres wherever I should direct him, and 
to receive a clear and indisputable title from the 
Company's agents. A vessel had already arrived, 
near the end of February, in Galveston Bay, with 
several agents, and a number of emigrants to begin 
a settlement on the extensive and valuable lands, 
which, as was understood, the Company had full 
authority to colonize, sell, or otherwise to dbpose of 
as they might judge proper. Another vessel was 
expected soon, and their beginnings appeared to 
presage and guarantee a rapid settlement of the 
country. I had been given to understand, as I 
thought on good authority, that surveyors and agents 
would be found on the spot, under the direction of 
the Company,' ready to act, and able to perform all 
the stipulations which I had been led to suppose 
they had bound themselves to in the disposal of the 
scrip which I had purchased, and a certificate of 
which I had brought out with me ; a sufficient tes- 
timony of my claim to the land I had paid for. 

Above this place the soU appeared much better, 
being black and very deep ; and the surface was still 
covered with forests of a variety of trees, though not 
very different in their general appearance from those 
in more northern regions. The cotton tree, which 
is abundant, was new to me : but it is neither beau- 
tiful nor valuable ; in form resembling the Lombardy 
poplar, and in respect to texture its timber may be 
compared with the same. 
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We reached Brazoria at about five o'clock. As the 
settlement of the place had been commenced but 
about twelve months before, little was to be looked 
for more than what we found. The village contain- 
ed about thirty houses, all of Ic^s except three of 
brick and two or three framed, and several more 
were building. It is laid out in squares of an eighth 
of an acre. The river was now about twenty feet 
lower than the street, but is swollen every year so 
much during the season of floods, as to rise nearly 
to the same level, and indeed sometimes overflows a 
part of it. The soil was here, as below, very rich 
bottom land, black, and 20 feet deep. It is probable 
that Brazoria will be the head of sloop navigation : 
for although the river above is for some distance deep 
enough for vessels of that class, its crooked course 
presents a great objection to proceeding any further 
up the channel unless with oars. Lots of one-eighth 
of an acre sold at from twenty to one hundred and 
forty dollars. Brazoria is thirty miles up the riv^ | 
but 46 by its crooked course. 
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I took lodgings at the house of Mr. William Aus- 
tin; son of the father of AmericaQ settlers in Texafli, 
Moees Austin. The house was of a very simple 
construction and plain materials, and may be given 
as a pretty fair specimen of most of the best houses 
in the country. I shall therefore be excused for 
introducing here a description of such a house, with 
a brief account of the manner in which we were 
accommodated. Two square houses, about fifteen 
feet apart, are constructed of logs^ well fitted together 
by deep nu>rtices cut at their ends, where they meet 
to form the corners. Each of these building^ has a 
door in the middle, on the dde facing inwards ; and 
the space between tbem being covered over by a roof, 
a broad passage is lefi, sheltered indeed above, but 
quite open at both en^. Add floors to the two 
bouses, or apartments, a few windows closing with 
wooden shutters and destitute of glass, with a place 
for a fire in the northern one, and a hole through 
the roof for the smoke, and you have a description 
of the principal hotel in Brazoria. The furniture 
was of the plainest description, and such as barely 
to serve the most necessary purposes of thirty board* 
ers : for that was the number with whom I found 
myself associated on entering the mansion. The 
regular price was four dollars a week ; and for tran- 
sient travellers a dollar a day. 

In so new a settlement, where much has already 
been accomplished, where much more is in prospect, 
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and where every thing assumes an encouraging 
appearance, and every person is under the excitement 
of animating hopes, inconveniencies like these are 
easily overlooked. The company were cheerful, 
conversation was lively, our arrival brought new 
subjects of attraction and enquiry to all, and the 
time passed very pleasantly. The wife of our host 
I found, was an intelligent lady from New-York ; 
and her care furnished us with excellent food con- 
sidering the disadvantages of the place, while her 
arrangements afforded us more comfort and conven- 
ience than we could have expected, in a habitation 
so disproportioned to our numbers. Our table was 
set on the ground, in the open passage of the house ; 
while our mattresses were spread at night on the 
floor of the southern apartment. In order to place 
thirty men in a horizontal position, on a space about 
twenty feet square, and each upon a separate bed, 
required no small care and calculation ; yet there 
we laid ourselves down, as on the floor of a steam- 
boat, and slept soundly till morning. 

Mr. John Austin, the first settler of Brazoria, 
went there in 1828. The place for the village had 
been since cleared of the forest trees which then 
overspread the country, and at the time of my visit, 
they had been cut away to about the distance of 
half a mile. Beyond that line, every thing was 
still wild, and in the state of nature. The surface 
is almost entirely level; and such is the want of 
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every species of land-mark, that I was informed tbal 
the inhabitants could not venture atiy considevi^ 
distance into the woods in a cloudy or misty day, 
for fear lest they should lose their way. The most 
expert woodsman, it was thought, would find himsdf 
at foult, for the want of such means as the forest 
usually afifords for determining the points of the 
compass. What renders the dangers still greater, 
is the frequency of cane brakes, or tracts of land 
overgrown with the long reeds of which we make 
fishing poles in the Northern States. These canes 
there grow in some places among the forest trees, 
so thick as to render a passage through them in- 
convenient : and are often found occupying alone 
a considerable tract, almost impenetrable by man^ 
and rising so high as to shut out the view of the 
sky, as well as of every terrestrial object. It was a 
novelty to me to examine these singular tracts of 
ground, so unlike every diing which I had seen 
dsewhere : tall, slender, and graceful rods, growing 
up rapidly to the height of twenty or twenty-five 
feet in a single season, affording food to the roving 
cattle when green, becoming hard, stiff, and durable 
when dried and preserved, but falling to the ground 
and perishing when left to themselves, to be succeed- 
ed by another similar crop in a few months. 

We had an opportunity to judge of the correctness 
of the reports we had heard, concerning the risk of 
straying in the fcnrest, at the expense of one of our 
3 
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IbBdw paasengere, a young' man from one of the 
Southern States. He had incautioiisly taken & 
walk into the Ibraet ; and, on attempting to return, 
was lost. He was missed by some of hi» oompan* 
ioBSy who made such eieertioos as the j oould to find 
1dm ; and these proring onsucoessful, we fired guns 
eecasionafiy in the night, to infovm hkn of the 
divectum in which he was from Braaoria,. aad to 
pievenft iim at least from straying any further. Hst 
did not return that nighl, but spent it io the woodsi 
and fbufid lus way back in Um. n>oriiiog. 

I was mt able to obtain; caucb information, in 
seliBLttcm to the country, from most ef the persqt^ I 
Boelwith at Biazoria.. This M^ts ^wipg partly to 
the fiiol, thai not a small portion of tbei people w^er 
Aew-cemeis from the United States, and pourtly to 
th» lapid changes taking place in the proviocei. 
Beside this, every individual like mj^self, had h» 
mind oUefly occupied with his own concerns ; and 
where ev^ry thing was in a state of activity, there 
was Uttle tkne, as there wece few opportunities, to 
coBeet iniormation on other sobjeetK 

There were several shops in the village, in whii^ 
I ibund a great variety of articles exposed foe sale^ 
though no very lai^e quantity of merchandise ia 
any of them. .They sold at very fcdr prices. 

I had some conversation with Mr. Austin on the 
purchase of land I had made in New- York, but the 
result was not such as to afibrd me much gratification* 
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On the contrary, be regarded the certificate I beld| 
and the scrip which it represented, as of no value 
whatever. He was confident that the government 
would never recognise the right claimed by the com- 
pany, of giving titles to the land ; for, as be said^ 
it had not even been coniiMrred upon the empresarios, 
from whom they pretended to have received it. He 
had already seen several persons who had come out 
under circumstances like my own, and who, on 
inquiry, had become convinced that they could effect 
nothing. He gave me a particular account of the 
three several contracts formed with the Meitican 
government by Zavala, Vehlein, and Burnet, for 
whom the Company professed to act as agents in 
trust ; and though he made a clear story, and se^tn* 
ed intimately acquainted with the whole subject, 
1 flattered myself, that he might lie under some 
mistake, or at least that the result of the business 
would in some way or other be more favorable than 
it promised. 
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Two of my fellow passengers, who intended ta 
visit Mr. McNeil's estate, kindly invited me to ac- 
company them, a day or two after our arrival ; and 
we set off together, one pleasant morning on foot, 
as we had but an excursion of ten miles to perform. 
The surface is level, and the forest was unbroken 
for most of the way, except by the path. Tines 
were abundant, which are said to bear plenty of 
fine grapes of different descriptions, chiefly red grapes* 
The general aspect of the woods was Uke that of 
our own in the Northern States ; but the continued 
level had a singular appearance to my eye. The 
trees were live oak, red oak, peccan, wild peach, 
holly, cotton wood, &c. So far as I recollect, we 
passed but a single hal^itation on the way ; but we 
saw many squirrels, hogs, and deer, in different 
places in the forest, and several times tried our skill 
in shooting at them: for we had taken our guns 
with us. 

I never shall forget my feelings at the sight of an 
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object I saw near the banks of the Brazos. Through 
the misty morning air, a singular sight was presented 
to my view, among t!ie trees of the forest. There 
stood before me a mass of vegetation, the greater 
part of which appeared dead, and dry, and pendant 
in streamers from numerous points, ready to be 
waved by the wind whenever it should blow. Thel 
form was ill defined, but the solid parts by which 
this loose out^ drapery must have been supported, 
was concealed, though here and there large and 
knarled branches and tu6s of deep verdure were 
dimly perceptible, through an almost unbroken veil 
of white and matted moss. After admiring and 
wondering for a time, and approachmg a little near-^ 
er, I perceived that this singular appearance was 
caused by a full grown tree of eoHskferable age, with 
trunk and boughs which seemed as firm as iron, and 
laden with luxuriant fbtiagie of a peculiar depth and 
darkness, overspread with lichens, hanging in bunch- 
es from the extremity of every branch, and twig, and 
concealing almost entirely the form, firame-work, and 
dark verdure beneath. When the light fell upon it 
strongly, the whiteness of the moss, contrasted with 
the dark hue of the leaves, made it seem almost 
as pure as a hill of snow, and'olSered a striking 
resemblance to the hoary head of a venerable old 
patriarch. The same kind of feeling, of mingled 
awe and love, were excited by the view: and I could 
hardly have persuaded myself, without the experience, 
3* 
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that any object in the vegetable world could have 
produced an effect on roy mind so much like that 
excited, under ordinary circumstances, by the pre- 
sence of a dignified human being. I was gratified 
when I learned that this noble tree was a live oak, 
and that this product of the fi)re8t, so proverbial for 
the strength and durability of its timber, and so 
useful in the construction of ships, is generally 
distinguishable from a distance by being more fully 
arrayed than other trees in this singular drapery. I 
saw others as we proceeded, and found them all well 
shaped for strength, that is with rather angular or 
crooked branches, abd with few marks of decay, or 
extreme age. The bark is generally smooth, and 
the whole aspect of the Uve oak is thai of a tree 
des^ued of a firm and enduring manhood. 

We were now in the midst of the district in which 
the live oak is found. It extends along the coast 
between Qalveston and Matagorda Bays, and, it is 
said, about seventy miles into the interior. I saw 
none here of very great size : but near B(divar are 
two, one of sixteen, the other nineteen feet girth ; 
and it is common, in some parts, to meet with large 
trees of this species^ especially where they grow 
alone, or less crowded by others. 

The fine estate which we were to visit, presented 
a beautiful appearance as we approached it. Before 
us spread an almost boundless plain, or natural 
meadow, a large part of which, owned by Mr. Mc- 
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NeQ, is appropriated to grazing, and kfl unenclosed, 
with the exception of a single tract, as a vast pasture 
ground for his cattle. The enclosure, though it 
seemed to bear a small proportion to the whole estate, 
embraces not less than two hundred acres, and is 
secured from the encroachment of the cattle by a 
substantial fence of twdve ndls. 

It contains the garden, with a noble cotton field, 
which, the year before, had yielded a crop that sold 
for five thousand dollars. Even after it had been 
removed, one of our companions, who was from 
Alabama, declared there was still as good a crop then 
on the ground as they commonly gathered in his 
own state. 

We directed our course towards his dwelUng, 
which is a good log house, just on the verge of a 
fine grove, partly shaded by China trees, newly 
plained before it for ornament, and overlooking his 
whole domain. 

We were received with great hospitality by Mr. 
McNeil and his family, in which we found every 
disposition to welcome us. Th^ set before us the 
best products of the soil, which is indeed a land 
flowing with milk and honey, in a more unqualified 
sense of the expression than any I had ever seen. 
Our exercise had sharpened our appetites ; and we 
were soon cheered with the sight of an excellent and 
plentiful meal: for our hosts, without making a 
single allusion to the subject, had immediately given 
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directions, on oor first arri?ai) that our wants should 
be provided ibr^ and we soon sat do^n to a well 
timed repast. It consisted chiefly of venison and a 
fine turkey, and was accompanied with excellent 
cofiee. The daughter of our host was a very intettl- 
gent and well educated young lady, and had recently 
returned from the Northern States, where she had 
just completed lier education. 

After eating, we took a view of the charming scene 
around us. The house in which we were, constructed 
of logs, and on the plan common to the country 
dwellings of farmers in Texas, is well sheltered from 
the sun and the winds by the wood, in the verge of 
which it is situated ; and when the beautiful China 
trees around it shall have attained a greater size, the 
spot will be rendered still more agreeable. The 
'mansion fronts upon the estate: a fine, open Prairie 
over which the eye ranges with pleasure, no wild or 
barren spot occurring to interrupt the universal aspect 
of fertility and beauty, and no swelling of the surface 
being perceptible, which might in any degree interfere 
with the clearest view of every part. The only 
interruption is caused by clusters of trees of different 
forms and sizes, scattered at distant intervals here 
and there. These clumps and groves, apparently 
possessing all the neatness and beauty which could 
have been given them if planted by the hand of man, 
and tended by his greatest care, added the charm of 
variety to the eye, while they promised thick and 
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convenient shelter ftom sun and storm to man or 
beast Without such variety and sucii a refuge, the 
aspect of the Prairie, with all its verdure, would have 
been monotonous to the dght, and disheartening to 
the traveller. It would be almost impossible for a 
person who has never seen them, to imagine the 
appearances of these groves. Although they are 
wholly the work of nature, they often present all the 
beauty of art : for the trees are of nearly equal size, 
and grow near together, without underwood, and 
present outlines perfectly well defined, and often 
surprisingly regular. Some appear to form exact 
cirdes or ovals, . while others are nearly square or 
oblong. It is no uncommon thing to see a continued 
line, running perfectly strait, for a mile or more in 
length, with scarcely a single tree projecting beyond 
it : so that I found it difficult to divest myself of the 
impression, that much of the land had been lately 
cleared, and that these were but the remains of the 
forest. 

These groves are called islands, from the striking 
resemblance they present to small tracts of land 
surrounded by water. Nothing can be more natural, 
than the comparison. The Prairie assumes the 
uniform appearance of a lake, both in surface and 
odor ; and in the remoter parts the hue melts into 
that of distant water ; and it requires no very great 
effort of the imagination, especially in certain states 
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of the weather and changes of the light, to fency 
that such is the nature of the scene. 

The landscape was bounded on the right by a long 
and distant line ot woodland, which concealed and 
yet betrayed the course of the river San Bernard, 
and about three miles off, and on the left by a similar 
Umit, which formed the ^bottoms" of the Brazos. 
Between these the Prairie extended its broad, unbro- 
ken level before us about ten miles, beyond which 
we saw the Gulf oi Mexico, reaching off to the 
horizon. 

I stood long contemplating this charming picture, 
which, as I before remarked, is entirely overlooked 
from the door of our hospitable friend; and what 
greatly added to its interest, was a vast number of 
cattle feeding in all parts of his wide domain. How 
different a sight was here presented, from any of the 
rural scenes with which my eyes had ever before 
been familiar ! How different was all the system of 
the farmer from that prevailing in those regions of 
my own country which I had lately visited ! I was 
one moment struck with surprise at the vast extent 
of land under the care of a single proprietor, and the 
few human hands required to perform the necessary 
labor ; and the next I was filled with admiration at 
the various advantages afforded by Si mild and 
benignant climate, a soil of extreme fertility, and a 
surfece best appropriate to its use, when subjected to 
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a system of culture U> which it wa« beet adapted. 
The cottoQ field and garden, with their two hundred 
acres^ Uy on the one hand, effectually secured 
against all encroachment with the most sabstantial 
fence I had ever seen, which stretched off a mile oa 
one line ; and around and beyond it lay the almost 
boundless Prairie, variegated with its numerous 
islands, spotted with a scattered herd of six hundred 
cattle, all belonging to our host. The breed is larger 
than those common in the north, with longer and 
straiter limbs, broader horns and smoother coats. 
They all appeared well fed, active and vigorous, and 
spend their lives through winter and summer, in th& 
open air. The only attention bestowed upon them, 
is merely to mark them when young in such a 
manner that if they stray they may be distinguished 
from the cattle of any other proprietor. Of course 
no housing is necessary in such a climate, and no 
provision of food for them is to be made, in a country 
where there is perpetual green. They feed during 
the winter in the bottoms, and as yet do not require 
s€dt, for some reason unaccountable to me. One 
might expect that cattle left thus to herd tc^ether in 
such immense droves, without the care or control 
of man during their lives, would contract habits of 
timidity or of fierceness; but I was assured that 
they are in one respect more manageable than the 
tame cattle I have seen: for a horseman can 
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always readily separate such as he chooses from a 
herd, by riding after them one at a time, though 
tliis is a task of great difficulty with our northern 
cattle, even where they have roads and fences to 
reptrain them. 
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An Tudian hunter shootuig a deer on the Prairie.— YMt to Mr. 
Wcatall^i cstat*.— Hospitality naturally reBultitig^ from auch a 
mode of life.— A veil. — Singular eiciteinent among- a large herd 
of cattle.— A wolf.— A bee tree.— R^ttiiu to Broxoria. 



While "we were looking at the fine scene before 
«8j and hearing of the habits of the wild deerj 
which often coroe to feed among the 03cen, Mr* Mc- 
Neil discovered one at the distance of a mOe, and 
directed that his huntsman shoiild be sent to shoot 
it, supposing that we might wish to eee the execution 
of a task which at least one of our. party had lately 
began to regard as not a very eimple one. The 
hunter made his appearancCj and prepared to perform 
his duty. He was a short, copper-colored, strait- 
haired man, in a tight buffd^r skin dressj mounted 
on a iiery little horse, and armed with a riflej being 
the iirat Indian I had seen since entering Texas, 
We were informed that he is kept by Mr. McNeil 
for the Bole purpose of supplying the family with 
game ; and this he furnishes in such quantities, that 
a large share of all the food eaten is of his procuring. 
To him we had already been indebted for the fine 
di^h of Tenison on which we had dined. At the 

4 
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comihand of h*is master he set ott at a quick rate, 
towards the spot where the deer was grazing in 
apparent security, among a number of cattle, but by 
such a direction as to get to the windward. As be 
proceeded rapidly along the Prairie bis size seemed 
to diminish, but we kept him in view, occasionally 
casting an eye at the object of his mission, which 
appeared like a very small animal from the distance 
at which we stood : probably about three miles. As 
the hunter came nearer, and when there was some 
risk of his being observed by the deer, be dismounted, 
placed himself oil the side of his horse, oppodte that 
which was towards the object of his pursuit, made 
him proceed in the same direction, keeping cautiously 
on the watch. Thus he gradually stole on, until 
he was within fisdr shot of his. mark : then pointing 
his piece, the smoke rose, and the deer fell, and in 
a moment more he had it thrown across his h<N»e, 
and was returning rapidly towards us with his 
prize. 

There was abundance of snipe near the house, 
but I was ridiculed for thinking of such insignificant 
game. 

Having thus, in b short time, seen much to gratify 
me on this beautiful estate, I set off in the afternoon 
widi one of my companions, to visit the family of 
Mr. Westall, a neighboring planter, to whom he had 
a letter of introduction. His house, which stands at 
the distance of a mile, was in sight from Mr. Mc- 
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NeS's; and on reaching it it proved to be situated ina 
similar manneri handsomely shaded by the outer trees 
of an islandjand yet commanding an unintenopted 
vie V out upon an extensive tract of Prairiei with 
a herd of mx of seven hundred fine cattle^ In one 
respect the house had the advantage over any other 
country residence I recollect to have seen in Teias : 
it was surrounded witli a handsome yard, neatly 
fenced in ; and planted with rows of the China tree. 
We were received with hospitality, and spent our 
time in pleasant conversation witli Mr. Westall and 
his &miiy, who were interested in almost every thmg 
we could speak of relating to the United States, 
Such curiosity as we usually found during our 
travels, is the very natural result of meeting intel- 
ligent minds secluded from intercourse with the 
world. Our companion who remained at Mr. "Ukr 
Neil's afterwards infcnrmed me, that he set up a 
great part of the night conversing with his host. 
Every well behaved stranger, on account of the 
news he brings, is a wdcome visitor in such fsimilies 
as these; and this fiict, in connexion with the 
general prosperity of the people, and the kind 
dispositions of a large portion of them, renders thmr 
ho^Ntality very sincere. To be received at the 
house of strangers with cheerfulness and (deaaure^ 
and welcomed with every &vor ia their power, is 
doubly agreeaUe when you feel that your society is 
regarded as a lii^ x^'mf^i, ton eft 7Q^ receive,; and 
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this we often found to be the case when we engaged 
in cheerful conversation, and readily imparted what 
information we possessed on subjects interesting to 
those about us. 

Mr. Westall, in connexion with two; or three other 
persons, a few years since, purchased a large tract 
of land here for three dollars an acre. Mr. McNeil 
obtained a square league through Mr. Austin, as aa 
" empresario.'^ 

We found the water on this estate remarkably 
good, which we r^arded as a great luxury, as we 
had before found only such as was indifferent or 
unpalatable. Mr. Westall informed us, that it 
came from a well in which he had succeeded in 
obtaining a fine spring, after several unavailing 
attempts in difierent places near his house. He took 
us to the spot, which was in the midst of a grass 
plat He had remarked that the verdure was deeper 
in that place than elsewhere, and suspecting that 
tMs might be owing to a supfdy of moisture from 
below, sunk a well, and obtained what he sought. 
Stones are not to be found in all this region, and we 
learnt that the sides of the well were planked, as a 
substitute for stoning. This is the common resort 
through the country, wherever wells are used, which 
is very rare. 

We found much to admire in Mr. Westall's system 
of forming. Every thing seemed well planned, and 
well executed. Order and neatness, as vrell as 
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iiiCenig6Qt arrangements, success and prosperity^ 
appeared on all sides. 

The cattle, scattered ofot the spacious plain before 
us, were feedings or lying down or straying about a» 
Ihey pleami ; and, though the scene was less exten- 
sive which we overtoiled from this house than from 
that we had left, as it did not reach to the Gidf, it 
was scarcely inferior in beauty in other respects. It 
would be dijBScult to imagine a landscape more 
expressive of tranquillity and repose. The most 
distant cattle were apparently reduced to so small a 
size, that one could not have distinguished them 
from much smaller animals had they been alone. 
Now* it was easy to realize that the numerous 
spots on the Prairie, one two and three miles distant| 
were large, deek and vigorous cattle like those near 
us, and belonged to the same great herd to which 
that vast pasture ground was appropriated. 

But a sudden a^ident changed the whole aspect 
of this tranquil scene. A bellowing was heard on 
the verge of a wood, which caused the cattle to raise 
thdr heads and listen, and soon began to attract 
them towards the spot Those at a distance soon 
1^ feeding and proceeded thither also — ^not at a slow 
and leisurely gait — but with a rapid motion, a wild 
and angry look, and occasionally with a loud beU 
lowing in return. To^ me the scene was entirdy 
new, and I was quite at a loss to aiscount for iU All 
hurried with one consent towards one point, evidently 
4* 
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influenced by similar and violent feelings, nor did 
they give over their race nor slacken their speed 
until they reached the place. Some of them we 
could see starting from a distance of two, and I 
presume even three mQes, and steering in a direct 
line across the Prairie. Others were arriving every 
moment from different quarters, until the number 
assembled was so great, that it was much easier than 
before to realize the size of this noble herd. The 
cause of this muster was explained, when we were 
informed that a wolf had seized a calf on the borders 
<^ the wood, whose cries had called all the cattle to 
its succor. This is an affair of frequent occurrence, 
as I was assured. The herd are always ready to 
repel such an assailant ; and 1 am sure would have 
been sufficient to overwhelm a far more powerful 
enemy, excited as they were, and ready to rush in a 
mass, as they seemed to be, on any opponent 

The people represent it as dangerous to venture 
among cattle while thus enraged ; and we did not 
approach the spot until the following day^ when) 
however, we were unable to discover any traces of 
the wolf or his prey, and therefore presumed that 
the former had fled and the latter had escaped 
without fatal injury. 

In the morning, which was not less clear and 
pleasant than the preceding, <ve set off on our return, 
after an excellent nights' rest, calling at Mr. McNeil's 
on our way, to take our companion with us. We 
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lounged through the woods at our leisure, shooting , 
squirrels, and occasionally straying from the path as 
&r as we dare, in pursuit of game, but never ven- 
turii^ to lose sight of each other, for ftar of getting 
bewildered in the level forest. We remarked that 
the road often deviated considerably from a strait 
line : indeed it is so crooked that the shortest distance 
b^ween its two extremities is only six miles, while 
the actual route measures ten. The bends were 
made in opening the road, to avoid cane brakes, and 
those parts of the forest where the timber was too 
thick to be easily cut through. 

Near the house of Mr. McNeil we saw in the 
woods a " Bee tree." Wild honey is very abundant 
in this country, and is obtained at the expense of 
only a little care and labor, from the hollow trees in 
which it is deposited. About twenty feet from the 
ground was a hole, in and out of which the bees 
were continually flying ; and there was every proba- 
bility that a large store was laid up within, but we 
passed on, and left the industrious insects in posses- 
sion of their treasure. 
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At Braioria met peraons firom San Felipe.— More unwelcome intel- 
figence concerning lands.— Preparations for a journey to Anahuac 
— ^Purchase a white mustang.— Use of the lazo.— CommencemeDt 
of the journey.— -The mustang's first trick. 



On my return to Brazoria I found two gentlemen 
had arrived from San Felipe during our absence^ 
and, with a wish to obtain all possible infi»rmation 
concerning the nature of the land I had purchased, 
and particularly the title which I held, I sought 
them out. I was gratified to find that one of them 
was a gentleman to whom I had a letter of intro- 
duction, and firom whom I had expected to derive 
the information I desired on arriving at San Fdipe, 
whither I had designed to proceed, as I knew he 
had been there to make inquiries for himself, being 
interested like me in a purchase of the Galveston 
Bay and Texas Land Company. I soon ascertained 
firom him that my worst fears were too well founded, 
and that my hopes were all fallacious. He had 
already renounced his own expectations, and lament- 
ed his disappointments. 

I had now some painful and mortifying reflections 
to make after the receipt of the information I had 
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obtained in relation to the principal object of my 
voyage. I found that my confidence in the names 
of a few respectable individuals appended to the 
advertisements of a company, had betrayed me into 
much disappointment, as well as some pecuniary 
loss. Although I could not doubt that men of 
honesty, on learning the state of the case, would be 
forward to repay me the money which I now saw I 
had paid them for nothing, I could not look for an 
adequate remuneration for my travelling expenses, 
my Ume, or the interruption of my business. 

On an examination of the subject, with the fiicts 
now before me, I found such was the situation of 
things, that I derived no advantage whatever from 
the payment of money I had made, having not a 
foot of land, nor any claim to offer superior to that 
of any other man who might come into Texas from 
a foreign country. I might easily obtain a quarter 
of a league of unappropriated land, on condition of 
professing the Roman Catholic religion, becoming a 
citizen of the Republic of Mexico, and residing on 
the soil for six years, receiving the title from the 
government; but not otherwise; and this was a 
standing offer to any person who might choose to 
accept of it. In case of marriage, either before or 
after the contract, the amount was to be quadrupled. 
The government had never conferred on any indi- 
vidual or company the title to any extensive tract of 
land, or authority to stipulate for any thing beyond, 
or contrary to these conditions. 



y Google 



54 A V I 8 I T 

Maps of Texas puUisbed ia the United States 
indeed represent the territory as almost covered with 
what are generally denominated Grants or Colonies: 
but they are neither one por the other in the common 
meaning of the terms. I had been extremely misled 
on this important subject. 

The Mexican Congress in 1824, passed a general 
law to encourage emigration, which they recommend- 
ed as the basis of laws to be passed by the several 
states. The object of tlie plan was, to admit Roman 
Catholics of good character willing to become citizens 
of the country, but to exclude others. Such laws 
were passed by the States, and, among others, by 
that of Coahuila and Texas. Under this system 
the agency of contractors was engaged, who are 
called empresarios, or undertakers. To them were 
assigned the tracts improperly called grants or cdonies, 
into which they were to introduce certain numbers 
of settlers on specified terms. These were generally 
as follows : that if the assigned number were 
mtroduced, of the character and description required 
by law, within a specified term of a few years, and 
became permanent settlers, without expense to the 
government, the empresarios should receive five 
square leagues of land for every hundred families 
faitrodoced. The settlers, after proving their << reli- 
gious" character, as it is called, (that is, fomishing 
evidence that they are Bom^ Catholics,) and after 
■Igmog tbtir contracts, &c, according to law, and 
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paying certain charges, were to receive from the 
government a clear title : a single man to a quarts 
of a square league, and a married man to a whole 
square league. 

Thus the settler had not to purchase a title of the 
agent or empresario, nor was the latter authorized 
or enabled to confer upon the settler, either for money 
or for nothing, any advantage or benefit whatever, 
beyond those offered by the government, as just 
stated, to any applicants who would comply with 
the fixed conditions. It might be more convenient 
for strangers to obtain information through agents 
or empresarios ; but they were not expected to obtain 
them under more or less favorable terms than if 
they made direct application to the state government 
through the proper authority. Settlers were not in 
fact, prevented from applying to which they might 
choose: for even in the tracts marked off on the 
maps to different individuals, the government exercise 
the right of settling as many as they please, and in 
terms claim the surplus after the stipulated number 
of settlers shall have been located, and the empresarios 
remunerated with their tracts. In some of them 
are also comprehended tracts conferred upon officers 
of the army, generally eleven miles square, and with 
titles vested, though they are still for the most part 
unoccupied. 

Now, through ignorance of these circumstances I 
had been led into a foolish bargain, from which a 



v Google 



66 A VISIT 

fiain statement like that I have here made would 
have saved me, if it had been made in season. Had 
the &ct8 been distinctly published in the United States, 
they would also have prevented many occurrences, 
mtich more to be regretted than the mere loss of time 
and money which I had suffered. This statement 
I have now here brought before the puMic : so that 
if any one hereafter makes a wild goose chase of 
the kind, he may not, like me, be able to plead entire 
ignorance of the case. 

It is natural enough that a person in the United 
States, on seeing fertile land advertised for sale, with 
many recommendations of the situation, climate, 
&c.f to presume that money paid to the advertiser 
will purchase some title to it. And when the names 
of responsible men are given as those concerned in 
the business, that there is a reasonable guarantee for 
good faith. But what would the active managers of 
the concerns of the Galveston Bay and Texas Land 
<IJompany have said ; what would the respectable 
gentlemen of New- York, whose names were among 
its officers have felt, if they had been among those 
persons who had gone to that distant territory under 
the inducements thus held out, after investing their 
money in the scrip, and witnessed their disappoint- 
ment? 

When I ascertained the facts in the case, I could 
not think of myself alone : I knew that numbers 
had already come out to Texas under impressions 
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as erroneous as my own : and supposed that many 
more were on the way. I beheved too that the 
company were still selling scrip, and that probably 
hundreds of perBons, &milies and all, had by this 
time embarked in the same incautious speculation. 
The more I reflected, the more strange it appeared, 
that men could be induced to proceed in so blindfold 
a manner : but I thought the truth must certainly 
soon become known, and put a stop to such proceed- 
ings. 

However, my own course was very plain, as it 
appeared to me after the first feelings of ^disappoint- 
ment and vexation had passed. I was in Texas^ 
and could not immediately get out of it. I must 
wait some time for an opportunity to .return to the 
United States ; the country, as far as I could judge, 
had hardly been overrated for fertility and beauty ; 
and I might spend some weeks agreeably and with 
improvement in making observations. 

Among the settlements in the country, which are 
still few and small, one of the most recent was 
Anahuac, on Galveston Bay. As yet it was a mere 
village, with a military post of no considerable 
importance : but there a few emigrants, (brought out 
by the Galveston Bay and Texas Land Company,) 
had been landed, and more might soon be expected. 
It was perfectly plain that those strangers must find 
themselves in a very unpleasant situation. What 
they were to do I did not know ; for on landing in 

6 



y Google 



68 A V ISIT 

the country they must have learnt with surprise and 
* disappointment, the same facts whioh had given me 
SQ much pain ; audi beiiig generally poor, wquld 
have DO means to return to the United Stales* 
There was one course which they might pursue. 
They ought take land from the State GoverMnent, 
through Iff. Austin, or the Mexican autboritiea: bii4 
they were not provided with im^ments, stock, d(c., 
and how could they cultivate the soM, or in any 
manner support themselves ? 

My two new friends intended to pfooe^d immedi- 
ately tluther ; aqd I concluded to accompany thei% 
a» theie would be the roo^ probable point for the 
early reception of news from the United States: 
several vessels with emigrants being undeistood to 
be on the passage^ 

l%e first thing to be attended to, was the purchase 
of a horse ; and this was easy to be effected. The 
small horses of the country, called mustangs^ inti^ 
dttced by the Spamards, and now numerous in the 
more northern prairies, run wild in droves over these 
parts of Texas, and are easily taken and rendtf ed 
servioeaUe by the inhabitants. When caught, it 
would be a problem to a stranger to confine them^ 
where there is neither tree nor rock to be found : bi|t 
the Mexicans put on a halter, knot it at the end, dig 
a hole about ten inchea deep^ put ia the knot, and 
press the earth down upon it. The pull being 
sideways is at a dkad vantage,* and the horse is unable 
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to draw it out Tbey are driven to market, purchased 
for three or four dollars) branded, hobbled, turned 
iHXt again, and entirely abandoned to themselves 
until tbey are needed. Whenever a vessel arrives, 
flome of the inhabitants send into the woods and 
oane brakes for such a number as they suppose may 
be wanted by the passengers ; ai^ this I found bad 
already been done, in anticipation of the wants of 
those who came in the sloop Majesty. In the log 
stable belonging to Mr. Austin, at whose house I 
lo^ed, I saw a number of them, with all the wild 
look which might be expected from their habits of 
life. They are small, genemlly about 13 hands 
high, well fwmed, rather for strength, and of diflerent 
colors. I saw others in severied other stables; and 
at length made choice of a white one ; and having 
paid for him a doubloon and four dollars, (a handsome 
advance on his original cost,) stufibd a pair of saddle 
bags with a few articles of food as well as dotfaes, 
and was soon ready for my journey. 

As the brands on horses a£K>rd the only evidence 
of their identity, and the property of their owners, 
the rules observed in respect to them ere very strict 

These horses are very useful in the country, and 
may perhaps become at some fiituie time a valuable 
article of export, as they are innumerable, and cost 
only the trouble of catching. This is dMe with a 
strong nooied cord, made <rf twisted strips of raw 
hide, and called It lazo, which is th^ Spanish W(m} 
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for a band or bond. It has been often described, as 
well as the manner of throwing it, as it is in common 
use for catching animals, and sometimes for choking 
men, in different parts of America inhabited by the 
descendants of the Spanish and Portugese. A man 
on horseback, with a rope of this kind coiled in his 
left hand, and cme end of it ftstened to the horse, 
whirls the noosed end in the air over his head as he 
approaches the animal he intends to seize : and, on 
finding an opportunity, throws it over its head or 
horns, and checks his horse. The noose is instantly 
drawn tight, and the poor creature is thrown violently 
down, without the power of moving, and generally 
deprived of breath. They are sometimes badly 
injured, and even killed, by being dashed to the 
ground ; but generally escape with a severe practical 
lesson on the nature of this rude instrument of 
civflization, which they afterwarcb hold in great 
respect all their lives, yielding immediately whenever 
they feel it again upon their necks. 

The mustangs often carry to their graves evidence 
of the violent means adopted by the Mexicans in 
breaking them to the bridle. Many of them are 
foundered, or otherwise diseased. A horse which 
has been lazoed is blindfolded, mounted by a rider 
armed with the heavy and barbarous spurs of the 
country, after having their terrible lever bits put into 
his mouth, a moderate pull upon.which might break 
bis jaw ; and if he runs is pricked to his speed, till 
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he ftdb dowu with exhauaticm. % n Uien luTfted 
io the oppofike directioD, and ottdlf q>urred agaim 
If he k foutid able ta ran btck io the poiat from 
which he started, be is thooght to have bottom 
enough to make a vidoaMe honse '. oth^itrise he h 
turned off as good far Hide or iiothfa^. The proeeetf 
18 a brutal one ; and Ihe agony infficted by the bite 
k extreme : as l^)od ilowe frtidy from the month 
which is often greioiy gwollen; and the animal 
yields to mere force. 

In the morning we mounted our horses and 
proceeded to the river, where the ferry boat, a large 
scow, was lying near the shore. I dismounted, and 
taking the bridle in my hand, attempted to lead my 
horse in after me. Most fortunately I was looking 
at him, and was better prepared than I was sensible 
of being, to make one of those sudden instinctive 
motions, which sometimes prove essential to our 
safety. Had I been turning the other way, or a little 
less active, I should probably have lost my life, or at 
least have been seriously' injured : for instead of 
following me into the boat, as an honest horse should, 
and as I had expected him to do, he fixed his eyes 
upon me with a malicious expression, and sprung at 
me like lightning, clearing the ground entirely, and 
making a leap of about eight feet I jumped aside, 
and barely in time to avoid his feet, with which it 
seemed to me he designed to beat me down. I do 
not know that I ever had experienced such feelings 
5* 
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as this occurrence excited in me. It betrayed a 
degree of spite mingled with craft which I had never 
seen in an animal of his species ; and laid the axe 
at the root of all that confidence and attachment 
which a traveller loves to exercise towards his horse. 
I have been thus particular in mentioning this little 
occurrence, because the wit of the country appears 
to be largely invested in the horses ; and this was 
the banning of my white mustang. 



y Google 



CHAPTER VII. 



Route from Brazoria to Anahuac. — BaUey*!.— Escape of my white 
mustang.— Pursuit of the runaway.— Hall's.— HobbUng.—BiDg- 
ham's. — Slave labor. 



Thb first three or four miles of our way lay 
through woods, in the bottom land, aft^ which we 
entered a Prairie, where we found the house of Mr. 
Bailey, situated seven miles from Brazoria. It is a 
wooden house ; and, being painted red, presented a 
very novel appearance for Texas. When we dis- 
mounted, I tied my horse to a small tree with his 
halter, and accompanied my companions into the 
house. The proprietor approached to welcome us 
with the usual salutation, which often afterwards 
sounded so hospitable in my ears at the close of a 
fatiguing ride : " Walk in, stranger." But he was 
so lame that he could hardly walk, and so hoarse 
that it was with difSculty he could make himself 
understood. These, he told us, were effects of an 
accident with a vicious horse. He had purchased a 
mustang a few days before for twenty dollars, whidbi 
threw him violently over his head, and was near 
breaking his bones. The concussion was so severe, 
that he was not likely to recover firom it in a long 
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time ; and he still felt so much irritated, that he told 
us in an animated manner how he had immediately 
butchered the offending animal, by cutting his throat, 
being determined that he sho«M never expose an- 
other rider to such danger. He pronounced those 
poor little animals to be the most perverse, treacherous 
and trickkh creatures in the world, iml desCkuie of 
all the generous traits of character which are found 
in the common horse. Much of this I was disposed 
to attribute to his resentment against the beast he 
had put to death : for how, thought I, can the mixi^ 
tang of Texas be so diffiMrent from his brethren cf 
other countries? 

From Mr. Bailey's house we enjoyed uiotfaor 
charming Prairie scene. He had fifty or sixty acre* 
under cultivation ; and there was a similar extensivo 
and fertile plain, varied with many verdant '^islanday'* 
endlessly diversified in form, size and relative posi-^ 
tion, on which not a trace was to be seal of the 
fire which bad passed over it in the winter, add 
which must have blackened the surface and deform^- 
ed the landscape untfl spring had brought up the 
fresh grass to clothe it in a new robe of green. The 
cattle, which were feeding on the plain, had sought 
shelter in the beautiful and isolated groves ; fot the 
heat of the sun was already powerfrd at midniay ; 
the thermometer ranging that day as follows, as I 
afterwards karat at Anahuac ! mornijig, 64^ iiooii, 
66*> night, 60°. 
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It was our intention to proceed to Bingham's that 
day : for one of my companions, who had travelled 
the road a short time before, had calculated that his 
house would afford us a very comfortable lodging 
after a good day's ride. We rose therefore to proceed 
on our journey. But I had a chapter or two more 
to read on the character of mustangs before I was 
destined to leave the place. I had never been 
informed of one particular propensity which they 
have, that is, to draw back and pull violently when 
approached in front, and therefore walked up to my 
white horse rather hastily to untie and mount him. 
He sprang back and pulled for a moment so hard 
upon the sapling to which I had fiistened him, that 
it came up by the roots ; and after a few leaps and 
kicks, which freed him from my saddle bags, and 
broke the bridle, he made off towards the middle of 
the Prairie at full speed, with his head and tail both 
raised, and in a state of exultation which formed 
quite a contrast to my own feelings. 

My companions threw off their valises, mounted 
immediately, and gave chase to the pestilent runa*- 
way, which, after a short gallop, had halted, and 
with the most provoking coolness began to eat grass 
from the Prairie. As they approadied him, however, 
he flew off again as fast as his legs would carry him ; 
and thus he led them to a great distance, on a chase 
apparently hopeless. I watched them till I was 
tired, coursing over the Prairie here and there, now 
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on this nde, now oh that, at such a distance (hat 
they looked no bigger than cate, and anon furtfa^ 
diminished to mere mice. My white mustang led 
them up and down, round and crosswise, as if hfe 
delighted in worrying them, oooasioiudly sU^ptng, 
as coolly as before, to crop the grass, and then off in 
a new direction, like a wild creaiture as he was. 
This chase lasted without intermkdon for four 
hours, at the end of which they succeeded in 
driving the little white animal towards the house. 
Mr. Bailey, seeing hhn approaching, despatched a 
messenger to a ne^hboriog form for assistance ; atid 
a man soon came hurrying down on horsebadc, 
provided with a lazo : a rope with a noose at the 
end as before described. He joined in the pursuit 
with the spirit and skill of one practised in such an 
employment, and soon got within about eight or ten 
foet of my horse, when, with a dexterous fling, be 
suddenly threw the noose over his head. Ifeving 
the beast now completely in his power, he was pre-^ 
pared to choke him into submission ; and the nooee 
was on die point of doemg its gra^ round bm neck. 
But here the intdligence and experience of tfac 
mustang stepped in with customary promptitude: 
for as soon as he fidt the rope round his neck, he 
stopped stone still, and yielded as submissively as a 
lamb. lake an aecomidished rogue at last faiiiy in 
the gripe of justice, be seemed in haste to aubnik, 
plead guilty and repent, m order to secure as much 
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leniency as possible ; and in a few moments I was 
again on the \)ack of this little Aying brute, jogging 
on as quietly as if he had never rebelled in hb life. 
There was a great deal of farce in all this : but we 
had been put to too much inomvenience by the 
pecveise trick to enjoy the joke : for our loss of time, 
we foresaw, would put it out ot our power to perform 
all our intended day's journey. 

It was nearly dark when we readied Hall's : a 
haUtatiim of which I had heard, but at which we 
had not originally intended to stop, as it was only 
thirteen miles from Bailey's. I here found that 
horses in Texas are always turned out loose to feed, 
even if a traveller stops but for the night, which 
would have ensured another chase, with perhaps 
even more unfevomble results than that I had wit* 
nessed, but for an expedient which was recommended 
to us. This was to " hobble them" after the fashion 
of the country : which consists in tying together 
their fore legs with a short cord, and not one fore 
and one hind leg together, as we do at the nprth. 
This operation instantly changep the movements of 
a horse, as he is obliged to make every step a fair 
leap ; and it excited the greatest merriment in me, 
when I saw the horses of my companions practising 
a gait so different from common, under a mode of 
constraint which I had never witnessed before. Fully 
satisfied that such confinement would be sufficient 
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even for my white mustang, I b^an to tie his legs 
together, which to my surprise he submitted to with 
the utmost cheerfulness, without raising his head, 
for he had already began to graze on the fine grass. 
Although so recently accustomed to run at large in 
the Brazos forests, he had evidently been familiar 
with the hobble : for as if he perfectly concurred in 
my opinion as to the propriety of his being bound| 
whenever he wanted to move he carefully raised 
both fore feet together, so as not to interfere with my 
task, and made a gentle spring to a knot of firesh 
feed. Surely, thought I, I have got a steed saga- 
cious enough to figure in one of .^Isop's Fables. 

In the morning we enjoyed the sight of a large 
enclosure around the house, filled with young orange 
and fig trees, as well as many other kinds of fruit, 
which, in the early and sloping light, offered a rich 
and varied sight. 

We were on the road early, and went on to Mr. 
Bingham's to breakfast This house was ornament- 
ed with young China trees, and the best I had seen 
in the country, though built of logs, on the common 
plan, and only of one story, as the logs were fitted 
with great care, planed off, and partly lined with 
smooth boards ; the owner having a saw mill 
near, then the only one in this part of the country. 
The want of more was severely felt in every part of 
Texas, and offered the greatest encouragement for 
the erection of mills. 
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Here, as at the other houses which I had thus 
fifiur seen, we were received with every mark of plain 
hospitality. The negroes, (here, as on most other 
estates, real slaves, though nominally ''bound'' for 
ever,) were called to take care of our hones, though 
I preferred to perform that task for mysdf, as I 
trusted I should be able to attadi my ovm to me by 
offices of kindness. The negroes waited on us at 
table, where, according to custom, the lady of the 
house presided ; and we had a variety of good food 
placed before us, all the products of the soil except 
the cbffeey which was remarkably fine. 

I conversed with our host on his manner of culti- 
vation. He thinks his slaves indkpensaUe: but I 
am convinced that white men would prove more 
profitable labcnrers, even in raising cotton. The 
past winter was considered the hardest ever known 
throughout the south western country, and the season 
was backward, so that the cotton was just coming 
out of the ground. 

Mr. Bingham has about six hundred cattle. We 
passed through tfaie herd as they were feeding on the 
Prairie, and they looked^ wild, but we were intmrmed 
that they were on the contrary quite tame and tract- 
able, considering their free habits^ The proprietor 
is the most influential man in the vicinity for some 
miles, and lives in the best manner of a Texas 
form^, with abundance around him, and a system 
of management successiully carried out on his 
6 
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estate. In the domestic branch, every thing spoke 
industry and order. His wife, a lady of much 
intelligence and good breeding, acknowledged that 
a change of residence to Texas had cost her a great 
struggle, but declared that she has since become 
quite reconciled to her abode, and does not feel that 
want of society which she apprehended. She has 
four or five children, and several neighbors around 
her, and can at any time, as she remarked, pay a 
visit to a friend by taking a short ride of ten or 
twenty miles. 

It was surprising to see in how short a time a 
settler, with a moderate sum of money in hand, 
could become independent in such a country. Mr. 
Bingham had been h6re only three or four years, 
and, in addition to the other advantages I have 
mentioned, his house maa supplied with the best 
furniture I any where met with in Texas. 
This he had brought from the United States, to 
which he had generally made a journey annually. 
One great advantage enjoyed here over some new 
countries, is found in the superior healthiness of the 
climate, of which I heard uniform testimony from 
all with whom I conversed, confirmed by the robust 
and cheerful aspect of the inhabitants. 

We learnt that Oyster Bayou lay near us ; but, 
being in the forest, (or, as it is commonly expressed 
th^e, " in the timber,") we did not see it fi-om the 
house. Oysters are taken fi-om it, of good quality, 
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and in considerable quandty. I took a walk through 
the timber, to fish in the Bayou, but caught only a 
few from the shore, though they are abundant «t 
certain seasons. They have one species which they 
call trout, but it is quite unlike our own. On th6 
opposite bank of the Bayou was Mr. Bingham's 
field, or cultivated ground. It contains two hundred 
acres, and is pretty well secured against the encroach- 
ments of cattle by its situation, being nearly sur* 
rounded by water. . I was informed, however, that 
they sometimes swim across and enter it. The com 
was about six inches high, very green and spread 
over a space of one hundred acres, uninterrupted by 
a fence or other obstruction. He had also some 
acres [danted with cotton. The soil of this tract 
was that of a cane brake, which he had cleared, and 
which passes for the best kind of land, especially 
when the wild peach tree is found growing upon it, 
when it is called peach and cane land. 
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Route from Brisoria to Anahuac continued.— Bad travelling.— Fall 
from my horse.— A tired mustang.— Hanrisburgh. — ^A canoe ad- 
venture.— Lynch's, on the San Jacinto.— Homed frogs. — Win- 
frey's*— BaRow*s.— Another race- Raising mules.— Creneral ad- 
vice to an emi^prant from the United States. 



Wb took our departure for Harrisburgb, by a road 
which had been but little travelled, and found the 
way much impeded by the late raine. This proved 
to be more particularly Uie case during the latt^ 
part of our ride. Road, there was none : we trav- 
elled by the compass. Half of our loute lay over 
level ground, and half over a rolling country. 

We came to a bayou, about fifty feet wide, which 
lay before us, and one of my companions rode in, 
but found the mud so deep, and met so much diffi- 
culty in getting over, that he had to swim his horse. 
We therefore rode fiuther on in search of a more 
convenient spot. My other companion next made 
an experiment, and got over also, but in a place 
which proved worse than the former; and after 
passing still fieuther on, I was obliged also to try the 
experiment, but did not reach the opposite bank until 
I had heartily repented my not following the firs^ 
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example. My horse, which had long been drooping, 
soon after this b^an to lose his courage as well as 
to slacken his pace, being wearied, as I supposed, bj 
the labor of travelling on a very bad road, now per- 
ceptibly growing worse.. The mud was so deep, 
that our animals sunk in three or four inches at 
every step. We deviated from the road to seek 
better ground, and at length lost it entirely. Our 
prospects thus became more and more gloomy the 
Ikrther we proceeded. 

A tired horse in such circumstances was peculiarly 
forbidding even in the idea ; but scHnething worse 
than mere apprehension soon succeeded. We ob- 
served a cart at a distance, and proceeded to it to 
inquire our way of the owner, when at a moment 
when I was not prepared against accidents, my white 
mustang fell to the ground, and threw me over his 
head into the mud. I feared he might seize the 
opportunity and give me the slip ; but on observing 
him, there seemed to be little danger of his ever 
running away again. He had the most perfect 
appearance of being overdone, and I began to fear 
it would be impossible to get him to Harrisburgh. It 
was true the distance ^e had come was not great, 
nor was the road, which was generally level, so 
extremely bad as I had sometimes travelled : but to 
an animal of his size, and unaccustomed to labor as 
I supposed he had long been before he was caught 
for my use, perhaps a little fatigue might have pro- 
6* 



y Google 



74 A ¥18 17 , 

T6d unequal to hin 8trd«gtb. Hk pitiable {dight 
filled me wkb oempaeriou as wdl as concern ; and, 
relieving him of my saddle bags, which one of my 
companions Idndly ofiered to take^ I took the bridle, 
and began to lead him slowly on, being convinced 
that he was quite unable to carry me any further. 
The remainder of the way to Harrisburgh was not 
a whit better, though we had a wide space to choose 
OIK route firom ; but I walked the whole distance, 
followed by my poor, worn out mustang, and wi» 
rcydced when I found him safe in the village, after 
a journey of jthirty miles, as I had many apprehen- 
sions on the way that he would never be able to 
reach it 

The sur&ce around Harrisburgh is of that kind 
which is called a ^< rolling country :" that is, it lies 
in gradual swdls of moderate elevation, which 
present a constant variety of scenes, as the traveller 
changes his point of view at almost every step. The 
land was not very good, but the corn fields in some 
places boked very well. The forests are composed 
of pine and oak trees, the latter of which may be 
compared with that of the northern states for quality, 
but the pine is inferior. At this place was the only 
steam saw mill at that time in the country. The 
engine wcnrks also a flour mill, where oae fifth is 
taken for toll. It was found very profitable, although 
not worked with proper attention to economy, aa the 
lumber is admitted into all the Mexican ports without 
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duty, while from the United States it was almost 
exduded. They did not heat the boilers until after 
Inreak&st, and emptied them daily at sun set. The 
pike of boards was forty dollars a thousand. The 
mill is on BuffiJo Bayou, ^about thirty miles from 
the Bra2K)8 river, and is accessiUe to vessels drawing 
five or six feet of water The timber, yellow pine 
and oak, is floated to the miUs. 

Three vessels were there on the 1st of April, wait- 
ing for loads of lumber for Tampico and Matamoras. 
Mr; Harris told me he had orders for more iJiaa he 
could supply. They might saw from three to five 
thousand a day witli proper industry. 

The town had its name from Mr. Harris, the 
owner of the mill. It contained only about twenty 
houses, built almost entirely of logs, with only two 
or three frame dwellings, and being laid out without 
much regard to regularity. The house at which we 
lodged, was very well kept Though a log house, 
our room was well famished. The situation of the 
village I judged to be rather unhealthy. We had 
intended to proceed on our journey on the following 
morning : but my horse appeared not to have gained 
any thing by rest, refrised to eat, and in spite of all 
the coaxing and rubbing down I could give him, 
seemed likely to die. Such an interruption was very 
disagreeid^le ; and I determined to procure another 
animal. On inquiry, however, I found that was 
impossible, as there were no horses for sale in the 
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place. Our party, therefore, spent half the day at 
Harrisburgh. After dinner 1 took another look at 
my horse, and could perceive no signs of improve- 
ment in his condition, so that I had a prospect of a 
much longer detention. After a little consideration, 
however, I determined to delay no longer, but make 
an experiment in travelling; for the mustang might 
as well die on the road as at pasture. 

We took our departure accordingly; and I had 
much difSculty in getting my horse out of the town. 
In a short time, however, he began to cheer up, and 
gradually quickened his pace until his strength and 
spirits were quite restored, and he travelled remark- 
ably well. However stmnge it may seem, there 
was every appearance that the whole affair had been 
a mere trick of the wily brute ; and my opinion was 
confinned by several inhabitants to whom I after- 
wards recounted the story. They told me that the 
sagacity and duplicity of the mustang is well known 
among them, and that he is capable of almost any 
thing, which ingenuity or malice can invent So 
ungmtefiil a return for all my kindness and care, 
under such vexatious circumstances, and aggravated 
by such persevering imposture, added to my previous 
dislike of the animal which had been guilty of it. 

We passed through a rolling country, principally 
open Prairie land, with numerous islands of. wood 
seen in every direction, and crossed by many brooks 
and bayous. 
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On reaching one of the streams, finding it larger 
than usual, and seeing a woman washing dothes 
on the opposite shore, with a canoe, we requested 
her to bring it ov«r to us, which she did. We had 
been joined by a stranger, so that we. were four. 
'We then took our saddles across with our horses, 
ooe at a time, by holding the bridle, sitting in the 
boat, and making them swim. With the three 
first we had no difSculty : but while attempting to 
lead the remaining one into the water, he unexpect- 
edly leaped into the canoe, small and narrow as it 
was, and kept his balance so exactly as not to overset 
it The impulse which he gave it, however, made 
it shoot out into the middle of the stream, so that 
my two companions who were in it, were half way 
over before they could recover firom their surprise 
and consternation. The horse just then, by making 
a sudden turn of his head to look back at the land 
he had left, lost his balance and fell into the water, 
thou^ in such a manner as not to turn the canoe 
over. He sunk, passMid under it, rose on the opposite 
side, and swam to the shore, escaping with only a 
sUght scratch on his leg. So extraoidinary an 
occurrence, so ludicrous in itself, and attended by no 
unfortunate result, naturally caused the greatest 
merriment among us after all had safely reached the 
land. 

We 8tq)ped for the night at Mr. Lynch's, on the 
western banksof the river San Jacinto, at the mouth 



y Google 



78 A V I S I T 

of BuflUo Bayou. The land is very low and marshy, 
and tb^ sallow countenances of the children indicate 
the unhealthinesB of the situation. Mr. Lynch had 
a store, containing quite an assortment of goods, 
and was about erecting salt works on the opposite 
side of the river, where is good salt water. His house 
is an inn, and he keeps a ferry boat on. the streun, 
for the convenience of travellers. 

Mr. David S. Burnet, a new sutler from New 
Jersey, was about to estaUish a steam saw mill at 
this place. It is said to be a very &vorable position : 
there being large quantities of the finest timber on 
the banks of the stream, as I was informed. Pine, 
oak, and cedar logs may be cut, and floated down 
to the mill with great ease. 

The next day we traversed a broad and beautiful 
prairie, where we could perceive no sign of a path, 
and where for miles there was not a tree to be seen 
unless at a great distance. Here are deer and wild 
horses, and the horns of stags often lie on Uie ground. 

One of the prettiest little animals I ever saw, is 
the " horned frog;" which, notwithstanding its name, 
is far from being amphibious, as it is found on the 
prairies «! a distance from water. Indeed it bears 
little or no resemUance im a ftog^ appearing more 
like a lizard, with rather a long and graceful form, a 
tail, and logs of nearly equal length, so that it runs 
swifUy and never leaps. I had often occasion to 
notice them, both here and on other pndries* They 
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rua with such agility, that although they do not 
take alarm until you have approached very near 
them, they dart off, and generally disappear imme- 
diately. One might often mistake them for quails, 
while in motion. They are of a yellowish color, 
mottled, and have horns about half an inch long, 
projecting from the front of the head. Several were 
caught and kept for some time in a banel at Ana- 
huac, and though it could not be perceived that they 
ate any of the various kinds of food which were 
offered them, they Uved and continued active for a 
considerable time. 

We crossed a stream by swimming, after a long 
ride ; and our next halt was made at the house of 
Mr. Winfrey. He proposed to us to dine : but as 
we had determined to go a mile and a half further, 
to Barrow's, to dinner, we declined. One of the 
borses, however, which had not been properly secur- 
ed, got off, and led us a long chase over the Prairie. 
I performed a more active part on this, than on a 
former occasion, when my own was the runaway *, 
and we at length succeeded in our exertions, and 
found the table ready when we returned to the 
house. We spent the night there also* In the 
morning I was amused at the sight of one of our 
horses, which had been hobbled in the manner 
before described, but, on being found, had got his 
legs ftee, though he had not made the discovery. 
When his master began to drive him towards the 
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house, he began to leap, as a hobbled aDunal must 
necessarily do, carefiilly raising both his fore feet 
together, and never attempting to take a step in any 
other manner. Seeing that hevras perfectly free, 
we expected him soon to find it out : but he did not, 
and proceeded with this unnatural motion into the 
pen, near the bouse, a distance of half a mile. 
There he somehow or other came to the knowledge 
of the Uberty of his limbs, and seemed very much 
astonished at the discovery ; while we congratulated 
ourselves on having thus easily effected his impri- 
sonment 

Mr. Barrow was engaged in a branch* of business 
which has proved very profitable, And might be 
b^reafter extensively pursued with success ; that • is, 
the raising of mules. Perhaps it may be con«dered 
one of the most lucrative, under proper management, 
which could be devised in Texas. Mules are almost 
exclusively used, in the transportation of merchandise 
in Mexico by land, and large and numerous eamvans 
are constantly moving in all parts of the republic 
They thrive on coarse food, are hardy, and manage- 
able in droves. This renders them valuaUe, and a 
good price may always be obtained for them. Good 
mules sell for from fifty to a hundred ddlars afnece. 
Barrow had about seventy colts every season ; aod 
where grazing is so abundant, the expense of raising 
is very trifling. Very little i&e is made of oxen in 
Texas by the natives, in any kind of labor. They 
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are said sometimes to employ them in the field, 
making them draw with the horns. 

An American fiumer opiigrating to Texas should 
take out, as some do, a wagon ready to be driven 
into the country, wherever he might intend to settle. 
A set of ^ch farming implements as he would use 
at home may be recommended, as I saw no reason 
to believe that any change would be advisable. He 
would then be prepared to move directly to his land, 
(unless indeed he had bought scrip of the Galveston 
Bay and Texas Land Company, whose land, as^ one 
of the Trustees told me on my return to New- York, 
<< is not deliverable in Texas, but in Wall-street") 
The oxen of the country are easily trained to the 
yoke, and, as may be supposed, may generally be 
purchased very low. Horses are seldom harnessed : 
such being at present the state of travelling. If then 
the settler is provided with the most necessary fUrni- 
ture, and provisions enough to live on, until he has 
time to get his subsistence from the soil and hunting, 
when he has built a log house he may consider him- 
self as having made a fair beginning in life ; and 
with health, industry, and economy, can hardly M 
of success. 
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Route from Brazoria to Anahuao continued.— A highway through 
, the water.— Heyne't.~yai& attempt to overcome the scmpldi of a 
muftang.— Eialgranta deaerting.— Bottoms and timber.— Starting 
a deer, and starting ourselTee.— Burning a cane brake. 



BsFOBB leayiiB^ B^tQw% we m^ portioular u\- 
quiries eonceming the route we were to pursue to 
find <mr way to Anahuac. Tbirf {dace sta^cla on 
Ihe opposite side of a broad eove, forming the upper 
e^^iiity of the great Bay of Galveston, a large 
part of which was in &1II view frpoi the hoijise^ Apd 
moiw we learpt that we were to pursue a soiQewhat 
singular plan, to avoid a bityou which le^y ficross our 
way in the mo^ direct course. We were first to 
travel awUQb oyer the Prairie, and then, taking to 
the water, wade our horses about a mile, at a 
considerable distance from the shore. iS^r, Barrow 
assured us that the water was shallow, and die 
bottom very smooth, and that we need but to kefqp 
the proper direction and avoid mud holes, to find 
this way the most safe, agreeable, and expeditious. 
Indeed the difficulty of passing the bayou, with its 
deep channel and steep banks, was such as to put 
that task almost out of the question. 
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After proceedii^, therefore, about as ikr as we had 
been directed to do, over the Prairie^ where there 
was no trace of a path, and where the bay ^as 
concealed from sighl by a narrow border (rf shrubbery 
along the shore, we struck off to th^ right, and had 
to search for some time before We dould find a passage 
through the thick bushes. Itaving passed Ihese^ 
we fotind ourselves on the bay shore, #ith a broad- 
expanse of water before us, and perceived upon the 
surfece, at the distance of half a mile, the stak^ 
outside of which we were to pass, . Gau^usly, and 
not without some apprehensions, tberefinre, we mad^ 
the best of our way towards it, several times narrowly 
escaping places where the mud was soft ehough id 
mire or " stall" our horses, as it is called, thifougtt 
water, most of the way up to their bellies. 

"We Were now avoiding the bayou, by riding iff 
the direction of a salient angle into the lake : ti 
pretty way, one would think, to keep out of ther 
water. This was, however, the best route"; for the? 
bayou, as it would seem, deepens its mouth, and 
forms something like; a shoal or bar at a distance' 
in advance, which the people have had the dagacity 
to find, and the boldness to fc^ow, though concealed 
by the turbid water. The mttd holes were afl ihad 
gave us much solicitude ; for the horses being active, 
and all accustomed to the water, i^e knew iik^f 
would swim well : but it theii^ feet became entang^ 
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in the bottom, there would be danger of their 
plunging, and throwing us over their heads. 

After passing the stake, we directed our course to 
the Idt, and having reached the land, proceeded 
along the Prairie to Mr. Heyne's house, the only 
habitation within many miles. Ther situation of 
his land is peculiar, being so entirely isolated, that 
the cattle require no fences to keep them fit>m strajriog. 
The house stands near Old River, about half a mile 
above the junction with the Trinity, and there a 
quarter of a mile wide, with an extensive view over 
a fine Prairie, which affords a free range and rich 
pasturage to three or four hundred head of cattle* 
The proprietor had gone to Anahuac with his son, 
in his boat, a distance by water of about three or 
four miles. The land route is circuitous, and much 
fiuther.. We were received by his wife and daughter, 
and introduced into their house. Not far off we 
observed the Dairy, wh^cb was a very simple es- 
tablishment, consisting merely of wooden trmighs, 
elevated a few feet from the ground, with no other 
covering from the . weather and the sky but a few 
boards. 

It was about noon when we arrived at this pbce ; 
and after a short stop we proceeded on our way« 
But on reaching Trinity river, a little below the 
mouth of Old River, we found the water rather low ; 
and the banks being abrupt, as is usual with the 
streams which run through the Prairies, our horses 
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refased to plunge. We got a boat and tried to lead 
them in: but were Med in every attempt. We 
now found ourselves at a stand, through tfaeper- 
verseness of our annuals. We presumed that a 
leap into deep water, from an elevation of only three 
or four feet, would be but a smaH inconvenience to* 
a mustang under ordinary circumstances, especially 
to one which could leap seven or eight feet into ar 
canoe or a ferry boat: but all our exertions were 
eoftirely fruitless, and we at length reluctantly re*, 
turned to spend the night at the ha'bitation we ha4 
left. 

On our. return to He3me'8 we found two of the 
agetits of the Galveston Bay and Texas Land 
Company, residing at Anahuac, who bad been up 
Trinity river in a b6at, in pursuit of two of the 
settlers they had brought from the United States^ 
who had deserted them,* alleging that they did not 
comply with their contract: a charge too true, 
though not on account of any feult of the agents. 
They had not been successful in their pursuit, and 
had stopped here a little while on their return. We 
obtained some information from them, concerning 
th^ place to which we were boudd ; and after they 
had left us, Mr. Keyne returned in his boat 

He is a native of the United States, but was for 

several years a. soldier in the Mexican army, and 

abounds in anecdotes of an entertaining character, 

having seen much of this part of the world. Hii 

7* 
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has resided here five or six years, and possesses a 
tract of about a square league^ which, like most of 
the proprietors I have seen, who prefer theirown, he 
thintra a little the best tract in Texas. Other estates 
are good, some very good indeed : but on the whcde 
this is rather preferable to any of them. We had 
a good deal of conversation ; and in the morning 
were accompanied by our host to the river, to help 
us across with our horses. Having more experience 
than ourselves, he succeeded in getting one of our 
animals, though much against his will, to leap from 
the bank, and swim after the boat, while we held 
the bridle. The others, mustang-like, soon determin- 
ed to make the best of a bad bargain, and taking to 
the water swam after us to the. other side, where 
they were caught and remounted. We then took 
leave, and entered a bottom, or range of woodland, 
on our way to Anahuac. • 

The appearance of the trees, and their fine shade 
struck us with pleasure, the thermometer being 
that day at 70^ in the morning, and 80^ at noon. 
The growth was large, and consisted principally of 
pine and cypress, with some cedar, ash, peccan, oak, 
and walnut, and a little locust A ride of twelve 
miles brought us to Turtle Bayou, or river, a small 
stream, which we crossed, and then entered an 
extensive Prairie. 

The "bottoms" of the rivers are of various 
breadths on different streams, and at different places, 
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ftom a few rods, to ten or even twenty miles, and 
often form an important feature in the landscape, 
while they comprise in a great measure the country's 
resources in timber : the trees near the rivers in this 
region, being generally of the various kinds above 
enumerated, and placed near streams on which they 
may be floated. 

On coming out of a low canebrake, we had 
another start, such as I had had several times before 
in this country. As we were riding carelessly along, 
a deer which had lain down in the canes, directly 
in our track, suffered us to approach till our mustangs 
almost trod upon him before he moved. The wind 
being against us, he had not scented us ; and there- 
fore was roused only by their steps when very near. 
He then started from the ground with a sudden 
bound, while our horses sprung almost as far in the 
opposite direction, and we were all thrown into 
momentary confusion. The timid and active animal, 
according to the universal practice of his species, as 
far as I have had opportunity to observe, stopped a 
moment, turned back his head, and calmly surveyed 
US. His graceful form, smooth skin, and slender 
legs, we had hardly an instant to contemplate, when 
raising his head and tail with a snapping noise, he 
sprung away like the wind, and was out of sight 
almost as suddenly as he had made his appearance. 
Such occurrences, though frequent, seemed always 
to take us by surprise. 
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Every where m the Prairie were to be seen tracesf 
of the fire by which it had been otemm and devas- 
tated only a few weeks before. The young grass 
had begun to spring, but it was not yet h^b enough 
entirely to conceal the blackened surfoce and thin 
layers of ashes which contributed to its luxuriance. 
In one place however we came to a considerable tract 
of ground where the fire had not been, as it was 
overgrown with a thick cane brake about five feet 
h%h. So lisir apparently from all habitations, and 
in the midst of a r^on which had been but latdy 
sw^ by the flames, we never thought that any evil 
oould arise from a little amusement of the kind ; and 
fading curious to see the burning of a Prairie, we 
determined to set a small portion of it on fire. 
Dismounting therefore, by snapping our gund we 
soon obtedned a flame, which we touched to a 
few of the tdl cMies, at this season as dry as fish^ 
poles, and were surprised at the rapidity with which 
it spread. It rose fest in the air to their tops, com- 
municating witii others around, and soon began to 
roar and extend with greater and greater rapidity. 

In an instant a loud report was heard, like the 
discharge of a horse pistd, in the midst of the fire, 
dnd then another, another and another, until they 
succeeded each other incessandy, as the flames 
spread and rose in a sheet above the highest canes 
in the brake. This was caused by the rarefaction 
of the air imprisoned in the joints of the reeds, the 
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heat giving it an expansive force sufficient to make 
an explosion. The first moment had convinced us 
that we had set an element at work which we could 
by no means restrain ; and the increased rushing of 
the wind around us, with the snapping of the canes, 
and the roar of the fiames, as they swept away 
before us towards the heart of the boundless brake, 
impressed us with serious feelings, very different from 
those we had inconsiderately consulted in applying 
fire to such a mass of fuel. 

As we stood gazing at the effects of our sport, the 
conflagration fast retired from us, levelling a broad 
track before us, where nothing was to be seen but a 
smooth, blackened and smoking sur&ce, between 
two walls of standing canes. We now for the 
first time began to ask, whether there might not be 
some habitation in its path, or at least some person 
or domestic animal, exposed to be surrounded and 
burnt to death in an instant ; but sa it was evidently 
out of our power to do any thing to stop the devasta- 
tion which we had commenced, we remounted and 
pursued our way. We often turned back to see the 
progress of the fire, which at length was to be traoKl 
only by a distant column of smoke rising frohi the 
vast level around us ; and we could but flatter our- 
selves that no serious consequences would result from 
it. 
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ABahuae.— SitttaiioiL—Galvestoii Bay.—Neig'hboring' Bettlements. — 
Soil, products, wild animals, fowl and fiib.>-*< Shining' the eyes." 
Hunting by torchlight.— Partoit of a murderer.— Character of the 
Mexican troops at this post. 



It was Saturday, the 26th of March, when We 
reached Anahuac. It is a spot which had been 
recently occupied as a military post, at General Te- 
ran's order, by his second in c<miniand in the eastern 
military department of the Republic, Colonel Brad- 
bum, with about an hundred sddiers. It had before 
been known as Perry^s Point, and pow reoeived the 
name given to the city of Mexico by the original 
inhabitants of the country. The situation is pleas- 
ant, at the north eastern comer of Oalveston Bay, 
on the verge of the Prairie, where the bank descends 
abrapdy from the water, about thirty feet : and looks 
upon the bay, which spreads out about twenty 
miles across, and sixty miles south, where it com- 
municates with the Gulf of Mexico on both sides of. 
Oalveston Island. The seven mouths of Trinity or 
Trinidad river^open into the bay near this comer, 
and would offer important advantages of navigation 
but for the bars, on which the water is sometimes 
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too shallow even for row boats. The tides are very 
small, but are sometimes considerably increased by 
strong southerly gales, which also occasionally render 
the water too brackish for use. We found fifteen or 
twenty log houses and huts, and seven poor shops, 
with the building erected as barracks for the garri- 
son. This was about one hundred and fifty feet 
long and twenty wide, with the GolonePs qucurtafs at 
one end, and the g«Murd house at the other. 
. The country in the rear, perfectly level, generally 
green and beautifully vari^ated with groves and 
islands of trees, has a poor soil, of that sort which is 
called hog-bed Prairie ;. but yet it is capable of pro- 
ducing considerable crops even with the least possiUe 
labor. Indian corn, if merely dropped into hdes» 
made with a stick, will grow and yield pretty well 
even without hoeing. There axe very few inhabit- 
iants in this vicinity, and these are principally settlers 
from the United States, who have large scattering 
estates, and confine their attention almost exclusively 
to raising cattle. There is one estate a little off the 
road by which we came, which we had passed with- 
out observing, apd another some miles south eastward 
from Anahuac. The former belongs to Mr. Tayk»r 
White, who has three thousand head of cattle. 
These are fed upon the Prairies which extend for 
many miles eastward firora h^s residence, on the way 
to Naoi^doches. For the live stock a market is 
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fouDd at New-Orleaos; and drovers annually visit 
this part of the country to purchase cattle, which 
they take back in great numbers. 

Sugar and cotton flourish on pxop&c soil Judge 
Williams, who has an estate on Trinity river, some 
miles up, the previous year raised cane enough to 
make forty hogsheads of sugar of fine quality. 
The ribband cane requires to be planted every three 
years. The crede cane will continue to grow from 
the root9 for ten or fifteen, and is but little' inferior 
to it. 

Wild fowl are abundant hereabouts at this season : 
particularly geese and brandt, which form vast flocks, 
whose noise may be heard several miles. There 
are also ducks, pelicans, snipes, cranes, eagles, hawks, 
buzzards, owls, wild turkies, and many smaller 
birds. Deer are numerous in the Prairies, and some- 
times appear in large iierds : ('but something else than 
a city huntsman," as one of the agents remarked, 
''is necessary to kill them." One is sometimes 
obliged to approach them through the grass for a 
mile, stooping almost to the ground and proceeding 
with the utmost caution. The turkies chiefly resort 
to the woods, where also are found wolves, bears, 
panthers, wild cats, wild hogs, foxes, rackoons, and 
squirrels. Wild cats and panthers are rather scarce, 
and never attack men unle^ very hungry or hard 
pressed at bay. The wild hog is very fierce, and, it 
is said, will generally attack a man even unprovoked. 
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The fish are various and numerous. Among 
them are several kinds which we never see at the 
north. The red fish is excellent, and quite large : 
weighing firom ten to fifty pounds. Besides these 
are the buffalo fish, cat fish, drum fish, perch, oysters, 
crabs, &c. Alligators are unfortunately numerous 
in the bay and neighboring |^reams, and are found 
of various sizes. There is also the alligator garr : a 
angular annual : in form half fish and half alligator. 

Large game is sometimes hunted in the night, in 
a manner common in the south western states, by 
what is called <' shining," or ^shining the eyes." 
The huntsman carries a lighted torch on his head, 
or sometimes a quantity of burning combustibles in 
a frying pan behind him, resting the handle on his 
shoulder, and has his rifle ready in his hand. Ani- 
mals are attracted by a bright fire in the dark, and 
their eyes reflect the light so strongly, that they are 
perceptible, like sparks or coals, from a considerable! 
distance. The position of the light prevents the 
huntsman from being distinctly seen, though at the 
same time it does not dazzle his own s^ht; and 
while the deer, bear, or other game stands gazing 
with wonder, he has an opportunity to take delibe- 
rate aim. This practice however is not unattended 
with danger : as it is impossibfe under such circum- 
stances, to discriminate with certainty between the 
eyes of wild beasts and those of domestic animals ; and 
in Bonie parts of our own country, as in Kentucky for 
8 
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instance, wherever there are many settlements, hunt- 
ing in this manner is forbidden by law. 

A ludicrous hunting party on this plan was called 
out on the Prairie one night about the time of rhj 
Tisitat Anahuac. Some of the sportsmen in* the 
huts and barracks were waked by the cries of the 
dogs, which had evidently brought some animal to a 
stand near by. They yelled so merrily, that num- 
bers were soon out ^ith their rifles and fowling 
pieces, half dressed, and scampering off to the spot 
There they found the dogs barking up a tree, where 
the shade was deep, and where they looked long 
before they could perceive any thing. At length, 
by lighting a fire they discovered a pair of eyes shi- 
ning &r above them ; and their [Heces were inamedi- 
ately raised, supposing they had treed a rackoon. 
Colonel Bradbum, however, who was among the 
foremost of the hunters, suddenly ordered all to 
lower their guns ; and sending up one of his Mexi- 
can soldiers, recovered a fiivorite kitten, which had 
strayed from his quarters, and having been pursued 
by the dogs, had caused this muster, and incurred eo> 
narrow a risk of its own life. 

About the same time occurred a more serious hunt 
on the Prairie, whose causes and results were both 
far more important and painful. One of the emi^ 
grants entered his hut one day, and in a fit of violent 
passion wounded his wife in a shocking manner 
with an axe, so thai she died a few days after. Ho 
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immediately fled on foot across the Prairie : but the 
fitcts being known, a pursuit was soon commen- 
ced. A Virginian, a practised hunter, who was at 
Anahuac at the time, was among the first to learn 
the tidings ; and seizing his rifle and springing upon 
his horse, called his hounds and dashed after him at 
full speed. The indignation and horror felt by all 
at the perpetration of such a crime, produced a 
general excitement : but there was something 
grotesque in the appearance made by this man, 
which might almost have provoked a smile: his 
long hair streaming in the wind from under his hat, 
and his cries and shouts to his dogs, which joined 
their voices to his own. The wretched fugitive, 
finding his pursuers fast gaining on him, though he 
had had the start by about a mile and a half, began 
to seek concealment, and was suddenly lost to their 
sight. The dogs however soon nosed out his hiding 
place ; and when he was drawn out of the bushes, 
some of the hottest of his capturers were ready to 
kill him on the spot. He was however taken back 
to the town, and confined in the prison, (or calaboza, 
as a dungeon is called in Spanish,) to await his 
trial. 

This man was subsequently offered a reprieve on 
condition that he should enlist in the Mexican army, 
to which he consented ; and a few months afterwards 
lost his life. 

The common soldiers at this post were men of a 
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moet depraved character, while they were believed to 
be as cowardly as they were wicked and ignorant. 
The Mexican laws provide for the enlistment of 
convicted criminals, of some of the worst kinds, into 
the army ; and the consequence is, that not a few of 
the soldiers, especially those stationed at remote posts 
like this, are men who would have suffered the 
severest punishments in our own country. Many 
of these are murderers, known, and publicly con- 
demned as such. One of them, notorious for having 
murdered not less than eleven persons, I often saw. 
He was advanced in age, and died about this time^ 
by felling into shallow water where he was filling a 
pail, being drowned before he was observed. 

Some anxiety was expressed, by persons who 
had observed smoke rising from a distant part of the 
Prairie, lest a fire, kindled there as was to be sup- 
posed by accident, might cause some injury before it 
)diould be extinguished. We were still not without 
apprehensions ourselves: for we knew too well the 
origin of the conflagration, but being unwilling to 
mcur blame when no good could result from it, we 
were not forward to recount our experiment with the 
cane brake. The smoke continued to rise for two 
or three days, appearing every few hours in a differ* 
«nt diractkm, as the wind drove the firo hither and 
thither as often as it changed. 
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▲nahuac, (eorUintud,) — Situation of the Colony of the Galvefton 
Bay and Texas Land Company.— Difficulties of the agent8.~-Dif- 
appointment, discontent and misery of the colonists.— Unfii- 
ToraUe aspect of the Company. 



When I left New- York, the greatest enthusiasm 
bad existed among numbers of persons whom I 
saw, on the colonization of Texas. A number of 
young men had been engaged, by the Galveston 
Bay and Texas Laud Company, to visit this part 
of the country as agents, under prospects which 
many more considered very flattering, and would 
probably have been glad to accept They had 
anchored in the bay on the 18th of February, in the 
schooner Angelica, Capt. Fullerton, which sailed on 
the 29th of December, with thirty-four emigrant^ 
chiefly Germans recently from Europe, men, women 
and chUdren. Here they were, uncertain what to 
do, and with every prospect of being compelled to 
return, without accomplishing their otgect, viz : the 
settlement of the emigrants upon land daimed by 
their empbyers. General Teran, the military com- 
mander in chirf of the eastern department of the 
Mexican BepubliC| in the name of the United Mex* 
8* 
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kan States, refused to allow their claims or to 
recognize the company, while he 4eclared that the 
law of Congress of the 6th of April annulled all 
grants to empresarios which bad not been fulfilled, 
and of course destroyed all those which the company 
professed to have consolidated. The authorities of 
the state of Coahuila and Texas, had expressed 
themselves &vorably disposed: but there was no 
prospect that thia would prove of any advantage 
under the existing circumstances. Indeed the state 
surveyor and commissioner, who occasionally visited 
Aoahuac, continued to grant and set off land cm the 
tracts daiqied by the company during their stay, on 
the easy terms provided for by law. 

The agents had encountered considerable difficul- 
ties as well as risks, in getting up to this place, with 
their emigrants, luggage and cargo ; and had been 
merely allowed to erect hut^ and to pitch tents for 
ttieir temporary accomnaodation ; but had not been 
able to obtain any land, except about an acre and a 
half on the shore, for a sort of garden, and a tract on 
a ferm about six miles up the Trinity river, which 
they hired of inhabitants of the country. Colonel 
B^burn, General Teran's second in oommandj 
who was stationed at Anahoac, being a North Amer 
ican by bii^^h, treated them with kindness, but was 
peremptory in dealing with them according to supe- 
rbr orders* Their situation was consequently v^ 
unpleasant Bwig young meOi inejqperiBuoed in 
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business of this kind, but epirited, enierpriziDg and 
dkppded, as I thought, to spare no pains in the bon<»r'- 
able eaLecution of their duties, they had embarked in 
the project with great confidence in the directors of 
the company, and in full expectatioo of finding the 
country open to their entrance and occupation. The 
emigrants had fin-med contracts with the company, 
by which they were to be furnished with a " labor,^ 
or one hundred and seventy-seven acres and a tnatioa 
<tf land each, as their own, and supplied with tools 
and one year's subsistence, on condition of settling 
under them, and working for the company two days 
in a week the first year. 

The agents had found, on their arrival, that the 
company were almost entirely ignorant of the coun- 
try, and totally uninformed concerning existing 
settlements and claimants/ They had discovered 

* The inetructioBB given to the agents were of snch a nature, that 
their perusal would probably have surprised purchasers. 

First, they denominate themselves ** the Attomies uod Trustees of 
Lorenzo de Zavala, Joseph Vehlein and David O. Burnet, Empiesa- 
rioB of certain grants of land made by the Federal Governments of 
Mexico and the state ot Coahuila and Texas." These "grants,** 
as has been already remarked, were very di£ferent things from what 
tmially bear this name. 

The signers, that is, two of the Trustees, then remark that 
they rely on their efforts to carry their views and plans into 
effeci. Their (dans appear from the instructions to have been->to 
obtain information concerning the country, bays, rivers, dkc, with 
the names of settlers, their claims, their disposition to take titles 
from the company, &c., to draw two base lines north and south, 
survey and lay off labors and sitios on both sides of tbekn^ making 
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that they had no power to perform the stipulations 
of the company towards the emigrants, or to provide 
for the future comfort or subsistence of those poor 
and helpless strangers. They still however appeared 
to be exerting themselves to do the best they could, 
both to quell and to prevent discontent, conducting 
with moderation and courtesy towards the authori- 
ties of the country, and taking every judicious 
measure as agents, both towards their employers and 
towards the colonists. They were very anxious 

ratenrationf lor viUag«i, to place the fint letUerson them, and make 
them till the reservations for the company. They required infor- 
mation on so many points, as to prove that they had no particular 
knowledge of the coast, settlements or inhabitants, and even no 
certainty whether the agents and colonists could land cm any part of 
Galveston Bay or the rivers flowing into it. They instruct the 
agents on landing, to *' endeavor to find, from any person on the prem- 
Ims, if there is any one or more persons claiming title to the land ; 
If so^ under whom.'' ** You will for the present respect all claims,'* 
4tc.— **If the land adjoining the water in every direction is claimed 
by any person, endeavor to make an arrangement so as to effect a 
landing with all despatch, and to secure a place for all future emi* 
grants going to that country* Ascertain how far the claimants' 
rights extend, and if there is any land on the water not claimed on 
which it is advisable to locate. Make your first lodgment on it, 
whether it be on the bay side, Trinity river, or east side of San Ja- 
cinto river. Be careful in all cases to give no assurances, and 
•zpress no opinion as to the validity of any claim to land which 
may be set up by actual settlers or others, except where you find any 
person claiming under John Lucius Woodbury; then you must 
give them notice to quit the premises." 

It is not calculated to make- a man feel any particular pride in his 
own sagacity, who finds persons talking confidentially in terms like 
theses of property they have prof eased to sell to him. 
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and somewhat dissatisfied at not receivipg lettmi 
from the Company, and thought their silence very 
extraordinary, as they must have known that further 
instructions would be necessary, and had promised 
them. This silence afterwards proved very disheart- 
ening, as several vessels arrived from New-York| 
as well as New Orleans. Some suspicions began 
to be afloat, to fear that this party had been sent 
out merely for effect, to promote the sale of stock 
and scrip, without any intention of following up 
such a regular system of colonization, which they 
bad been led to expeet: and thus the agents bad 
to meet a variety of trials. 

An incident had occurred a little calculated to 
^ake the feitb of the agents and emigrants whea 
it was known. When on the eve of sailing from 
New- York, it was accidentally discovered, that the 
contracts of the Company with the emigrants were 
not signed. They were immediately taken to one 
of the Trustees, and afterwards sent down, and 
distributed to them again, as was supposed, complete. 
The attention of the agents was not again directed 
to this subject, until one of the emigrants resigned 
bis contract at New Orleans, and left the vessel. It 
was then found that they were all signed by only 
one of the Trustees, although it was expressly stated 
in the body of these instniments, that two signature 
should be necessary to render them binding. This 
circumstance excited only a little surprise at the 
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time, and might have been owing to accident : but 
with other things, afterwards helped to raise ques- 
tions and speculations. 

As I received friendly treatment from these gen- 
tlemen, and had opportunities to witness the trying 
condition in which the poor emigrants were placed, 
as well as to see their own exertions in the discharge 
of their duty amidst the discouragements around 
them, I could not but feel a lively interest in them, 
and regret that they should have shared with me ia 
the evil consequences of confiding too far in men's 
chara,cters and declarations. Doubly did the situa- 
tion of some of the Germans seem to appeal to our 
sympathy. Ignorant of every thing, especially of 
the country, they had gone blindly into a wild ex- 
pedhion, committed themselves to the hands of a 
company, bound themselves by their signatures, 
and received in return papers which they could not 
read, under the full belief that they thus acquired 
good titles to little estates, though they in fact obtained 
what was of no value whatever. Here they were, 
hutted under leaky boards, some with their wives 
and little children, in a strange land, without any 
means of providing for the future, and believing 
that they had been made dupes by persons whom 
they had never injured or provoked, and whom they 
had scarcely seen. It seems to me, that if a speculator, 
in the eager pursuit of gold, could have visited these 
poor creatures, and heard their complaints, seen their 



y Google 



TO TEXAS. 103 

depression, disappointment and misery, and at the 
same time realized their melancholy prospect, perhaps 
not yet certainly anticipated by them, of sinking 
under the disease which periodically infests this part 
of the country, he wovld have been careful how he 
ever involved the poor and confiding, the stranger 
and the foreigner, by any schemes for self-a^ran* 
dizement. 

I did not make tip my mind that the Company 
bad acted on any concerted plan to injure the 
agents or the emigrants. That would have vequired 
evidence which I could not obtain in those circum- 
stances. But I heard and saw enough to become 
persuaded, that the results of their operations had 
been disastrous and were likely to be more so: while 
on the one hand they appeared to have acted with 
little knowledge of what they had been supposed to 
be well informed of, and on the other, by their silence, 
seemed unaccountably indifferent to the expedition 
and all connected with it. 

What was calculated to add, if any thing could 
well add, to the mortification of such circumstances, 
to those who were 'Protestants, was the knowledge 
which they did not obtain until their arrival, that 
they could not settle in the country, without avowing 
themselves Roman Catholics, It has been said that 
the Mexican government will protect our citizens 
in life and property so long as they conform to the 
laws, as if this would avoid the necessity of changing 
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their religious profession. But this has nothing to 
do with the case. The treaty, in the article some- 
times quoted, aHudes only to our citizens residing in 
Blexico, not to oolonisls, who must become Mexican 
dtizens ; and whose submiBsion to the laws relating 
to cdonization implies the profession of the Roman 
Catholic religion. Whatever laxity may occur ki 
executing the laws at any period, they may be at any 
time put in force; and what I afterwards saw at 
San Felipe proves how the subject is viewed by per- 
sons on the ground. If known as Protestants, they 
m%ht at any time be deprwed of their estates by the 
execution of laws still anrepealed. 
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On the 98th of March, the third day after mgr 
nmfal at Anahuac, I accepted, with one of jQi|r 
companions, an iayUatbo to accompany two of 
the agents of the Land Company, to take a sail to 
Galveston or St. Lnis Island, off the mouth of ibe 
bay. We laid in provi8ion« of gait pork, bread, and 
co£^, for a few day% but were disappointed in having 
«io wind. We, howev€^, took advantage of what is 
sometimes called the " ash breeze :" that iai, <»ir oars^ 
and proceeded down the bay at a pvetty good rate. 

The agents had encountered much difficulty, and 
aome hazard, in getting their vessd over the bar on 
their aitrival ; but having heard that a deep channel 
existed, by which even ships of war Jiad heretofim 
entered, bad determined to s^e an early opportunity 
ito sound out the ground, for the iofittmation of thdr 
<^mpany, ai^ the convemenee of future vesseb. I 
wne mskm to receive newvirom i^ Unitqd States; 
9 



v Google 



106 A VISIT 

and the agents expressed great concern at the want 
of instructions from their employers, as their circum- 
stances had been rendered doubly embarrassing by 
the arrival of the agents and emigrants sent out by 
the Union Company, for wldch tCey had been totally 
unprepared. This Company, as was represented, 
consisted of persons who held shares of sUxik pur- 
chased from the Galveston Bay and Texas Land 
Company, and had sent them out to commence a 
settlement on some of the grants. At the same 
time, they communicated nothing which might 
enable the other agents to proceed in relation to 
them with confidence ; and gave them to understand 
that they preferred to act independently of them. 
The two parties treated each other with proper 
respect and cordiality as individuals ; and had united 
in sending a mutual agent to Matamoras in the 
Angelica, to represent their interests to General 
Teran: but the first agents did notolScicdly recognize 
the existence of any such Company as their compet- 
itors claimed to represent. 

We spent most of the day in rowing down the 
bay ; when, about half an hour before sunset, we 
discovered the sloop Chauncey, of whose arrival we 
had not heard, coming up from sea. Presuming 
that we had letters on board, we steered for her 
immediately, and rowed hard that we might reach 
her befixe dark. We continued to approach h» 
pretty rapidly, until afrer about an hour, on turning 
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to look fcNT her, we found she had become enveloped 
in a mist, and we could not perceive any trace of 
her. After a little hesitation, we determined to make 
the best of our way for the land ; and, raising our 
sail, put our boat off before the wind, judging that 
although we were some miles from the eastern 
shore, we must reach it pretty early in the night 
We were now in a more serious situation than we 
had anticipated, on engaging in this excursion of 
pleasure; for to such inexperienced watermen as 
several of us were, having hardly ever attempted to 
feather an oar before this morning, it appeared rather 
a gloomy task to sit exposed in a light little boat, 
upon a broad sheet of water, whose shores we could 
not see, and of which we were almost entirely ig- 
norant. 

After proceeding in this manner for two or three 
hours, our anxiety began to increase : for we found 
we had miscalculated our distance, and apprehended 
that we might be proceeding in a direction where we 
should experience some difficulty. And the time 
seemed very long before we saw any land : for it 
was not until twelve o'clock, that we found ourselves 
upon a beach formed of loose shells, and bordered by 
a low grove of trees. We landed immediately ; and 
drawing the boat upon the beach, began to explore 
the unknown country. The first view of the- place 
impressed us with the belief that we were on the 
borders of a garden, as the foliage seemed like that 
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of fruit trees ; and we hoped to find some hospitaUe 
mansion, where we might pass the rest of the nigbt. 
We found, however, that the trees were a growth of 
shrub oaks, intermingled with the nopal, or rock 
pear, which I had seen in the Northern States 
growing only to the height of six or eight inches,^ 
and now looked on with surprise, ten or fifteen feet 
in height, in ihfe more genial region. This vegetable, 
which is fed on by the insect that yields the coduneai 
dye, has been adopted by the Mexicans as thm 
national plant, and introdiK^ into their coat ot 
arms with the eagle. There are two kinds, bearing 
fruit shaped like a pear, of different colors. Furth^ 
examination satisfied us that the shore ^I'as uncnU 
tivated; and as the air was mild, we stretched 
ourselves upon the dry beach, and being fatigued, 
soon feU into a refreshing sleep. These shores are 
generally infested by musquitoes, even at this season 
of the year : but fortunately the wind was fresfa 
^Eiough^ through the night to prevent them from 
annoying us. 

In the morning we awoke to enjoy the sight of 
sunrise, though in a somevdiat cloudy sky, ov^ a 
level and extensive shore, with the spacious bay of 
Galveston in view, but not, as we had supposed, 
hnmedktely before us. We were on the southern 
bank of a narrow creek, which at the distance of a 
mile west of us joined the bay ; and on referring to 
our map, we found that its name was Oyster bayou, 
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npA that it was at no great distance from the Gulf 
of Mexico. We had gona much further to the 
southward than we had supposed, during the night's 
sail, and our boat had been driven by the wind, 
without our suspecting it, a considerable distance 
inland. The thick shrubbery presented less of its 
artificial appearance by daylight: but there were 
several beautiful groves seen at no great distance on 
the green, level Prairie behind us, which had much 
the api)earance of art well applied. One of these 
particularly attracted my attention. It consisted of 
forty or fifty fine forest trees, rising with smooth and 
straight stems from the uniform level, and forming a 
thick mass of shade, with little appearance of under* 
brush to obstruct a path beneath. There was so 
much in the aspect of this spot to associate it with 
the idea of man, that I set off with my fowling 
piece in my hand, to visit the habitation which I 
fiilly expected to find on the opposite side. Passing 
rapidly over the smooth and verdant level, and 
through the little wood, I could scarcely credit my 
sight, when I found the opposite side lonely and 
destitute of all signs of habitation. 

We found the snipe and plover very numerous, 
and soon shot about twenty brace, which were roast- 
ed for breakfast by a fire kindled on the beach ; and, 
having made some coflfee, we enjoyed a fine meaL 
We also discovered that the bayou had not recdved 
its name at random: for as the tide fell we saw 
9* 
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great quantities of oysters of the ordinary size, 
which proved to be well flavored. We collected as 
many as we could well carry in our boats m a few 
minutes, but not without wading some distance into 
the water, as there we found the finest, although 
there were many left dry upon the beach. We 
rowed some distance ; and then hoisting our saili 
proceeded witli a north westerly wind, through the 
mouth of the bay across the strait which intervenes 
between it and Galveston Island, where we arrived 
at noon. There, drawing up our boat, we employed 
a few minutes in shooting at the birds around us ; 
when, having got enough for a dinner, we cooked 
and ate them with a good appetite. 

The island is thirty-^ix^ miles in length, from one 
to three wide, and presents nothing like a landmark 
except a hut in one spot, and three small trees, 
which grow in a cluster near the western end, and 
ctSsr a beacon to mariners. We found the island a 
mere sand bank of vast extent, with an unvarying 
surface, thinly covered with grass and weeds, having 
been recently burnt over, under Golond Bradburn^s 
directions. It b said to abound with rattle and 
moccasin snakes. The ground was still partly 
blackened, and we killed a mttksnake with seven 
rattles, and five feet long. We took a long walk, 
having plenty of time, and probably went not less 
than ten or twelve miles. During the excursion w^ 
started a solitary deer, which fled off with great 
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speed ; and afterwards picked up a large coUectioix 
of beautiful shells which are scattered in abundance 
along the beach. Deer and wolves are said to 
abound here. 

Here the famous pirate Lafitte so long made his 
rendezvous ; and somewhere in the vicinity of the 
three trees, it is reported, he concealed his ill-gotten 
money in the earth. One of his men, whom I 
saw at Anahuac, told me that he sometimes brought 
vessels drawing sixteen feet of water into the bay. 
This may have been possible, for the loose sands 
between the island and the main land may be easily 
shifted by the currents ; and the high tides driven in 
by southerly winds sometimes raise the water several 
feet. 

The hut mentioned above, had been erected by 
sc^diers from Anahuac, at Colonel Bradbum's order, 
for the accommodation of a guard usually kept 
there, with a flag flying. We visited it, and found 
several of those dark complexioned, inefficient look- 
ing men employed in jerking beef, which they had 
purchased of some of the nearest settlers. They 
cut the meal into long strings, which they dry 
tiioroughly in the sun, and then lav aside for use. 
We were kindly received by the soldiers. Wh3e 
cooking our Supper, we received an invitation from 
the master of the Chauncey, which was not ftu: off, to 
spend the night on board, which we accepted. 

On the foBowiiig morning we took our boat^ 
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and sounded out the western channel of the eastern 
entrance into Galveston bay. From its entrance 
Point Bolivar bears N. N. W. It is three quarters 
of a mile wide, approaches the shore of the island 
within two hundred yards, and has from three to 
five fathoms of water all the way in. On the 
western breaker the soundings are six feet. On 
gettinf;^ inside of the island, there is found a beau- 
tiful and convenient iiarbor, sheltered from all winds, 
being protected by Point Bolivar on the east, and 
Pelican Island on the north, with enough water 
for a vessel drawing sixteen feet. From this place 
up to Redfish Bar, we proceeded in the lighter. It 
is twenty-five miles from Anahuac. We had from 
seven to nine feet water all the way. On that bar, 
at low tides there is but three or four feet, and 
at the highest tides not more than five feet eight 
inches. 

The tides in this bay are so small as sometimes 

to appear to be entirely dependant . on the winds. 

* The north winds, or " northers," which prevail with 

greater force in the fall and winter, often render 

the upper parts very shallow. 

We stopped at Col. Edwards's fine estate, opposite 
Bedfish Bar, in the morning; and after spending 
some time in fishing and catching crabs, saw a 
schooner, just arrived from New Orleans, going to Har- 
risburgh, and boarded her with our boat In her we 
found a wine merchant firom New-York, who wished 
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to visit Anabuac, and accepted of an invitation to 
accompany us. We soon after set sail with him, 
but were overtaken by night in the midst t)f the bay. 
We steered as well as we could towards our port, 
until I was overcome with drowsiness, and although 
the wind was violent, and the spray flying over us, I 
ML adeep. On waking I found it was total dark- 
ness, the boat was rocking and pitching worse than 
before, and my companions were in consternation, 
not knowing what to expect. We were all wet to 
the skin ; but much relieved, when, about midnight 
we felt the boat ground in the mud. Jumping out 
we soon found the shore, and drawing up the boat 
and kindling a roaring fire we stretched ourselves 
under the high bank and were soon asleep. Mom* 
ing found us in a state of great uncertainty. On 
the question whether we should go north or south 
to find Anahuac, we were of directly q>p0Bitid 
c^inions ; so that we could agree on nothing but to 
go inland and make observations. We were soon 
divided into parties, and took different routes. I 
bad not gone fto: with my oompanioos^ when we 
met two men and a woman travelliog to the mouth 
of the Braasos, who set us right In a short time 
we found our way in our boat to Anahuac, about 
two or three miles distant 
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Captain Zebulon Pike, who visited Texas in 1807, 
had little opportunity to make observations, as he 
was carried across it as a prisoner, having been cap- 
tured by the Spaniards on the Rio Bravo for violating 
their territory, which he did in consequence of mis- 
taking that stream for the Red river, with a small 
party of American soldiers under his command. 
Among his remarks is one of this nature: that the 
Mexicans are capable of making exceUent troops. 
The truth of this would have been denied by me if 
I had seen only the soldiers of Colonel Bradburn : 
but a few dragoons who were sent to Anahuac from 
Bexar by the authorities of the state, were much 
better looking men, and inclined me to raise my 
opinion somewhat of the talents of their countrymen. 
They were not men of bad character, like the scJdiera 
of the general government, but of better appearance 
and some of them pretty well educated. One in 
particular had spent several years in Kentucky, and 
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possessed an luniable dispoeition as well as an intelli- 
gent mind, calculated to procure esteem. These 
dragoons were perhaps the best horsemen I ever saw, 
and appeared remarkably well in the saddle. No 
matter how much their horses might prance and 
curvet, leap or run, their riders kept their saddles 
with firmness and grace, and it seemed impossible to 
displace them. They had evidently been long 
habituated to riding, and were always ready to lend 
their aid in pursuing any run-away horse that had 
taken to the Prairie, whenever the owner found 
difficulty in recovering him. One or two of them 
would spur off with lazo in hand, race with the 
fugitive, and on approaching him throw the noose 
over his head and rein up to stand the shock if 
necessary, and generally returned with their captive 
in a state of abject submission. 

To hear the names by which certain places are 
sometimes designated in this vicinity, or to see them 
written on a map, one might be led into great errors 
concerning the state of n-he country. Tuscasito, 
instead of being a town or even a village, is a mere 
stopping place on the way to San Antonio, with a 
single house and a blacksmith's shop. It is situated 
on a sand Prairie, where are hardly any signs of 
vegetation, yet where Indian corn will grow, and 
look well if barely put into the ground, though it 
will not yield a large harvest. I have heard it said 
that forty bushels to an acre is a very great crop on 
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that tract The view from that spot ia fine, looking 
out upon the bay. Mr. George Orr, who has lived 
there several years, has a family of fine childr^Qi ; but 
there is no other inhabitant in the vicinity. The 
spot is important to travelers ; and there is a yard 
fiur horses, which is a very unusual thing. 

An dection was held there about tbse time of our 
visit to Anahuac, at which settlers tcm a great 
extent of the surrounding country assembfed* all, or 
nearly all North Americans. It was held on the 
Sabbath, according to the common custom in Mex- 
ico ; the polls were opened ia Spanish and English, 
and tellers having been appcanted, voting went on. 
One old man of ninety had come on horseback about 
sixty miles. This "republican" meeUng was held 
in a small log building just erected for a court house ; 
in the rear of which a cart was backed up on the 
Prairie, with a barrel of whiskey in it, furnislied with 
a spigot, and free to all. 

An alcalde who was elected in another {^oe. I 
was informed, was one of tny own countrymen, and 
bad fled fi-om the United States for murder. 

Mr. Taylor White, one of the wealthiest inhabit- 
ants in this part of Texas, lias a fine estate on the 
Prairie about five miles firom Anabuac, I visited it 
several times, and once in company with a pbysidaSt 
newly aiiived from the United Stides, who bad betan 
sent for to Anahuac to pay a professional visit to oas 
of his family. Some idea may be formed of the 
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scarcity of medical science in the eoutttrjr, dnd the 
abundance of beef, when I mention that the fee 
paid for this single visit was a cow ! 

The agents of the Union company had hhred a 
tmct on the estate of Mr. White, for a farm, having*, 
likei the rival company, no other way to obtain even 
the ose of land, though they professed to have many 
square leagues for sale. They employed some of 
their emigrants upon it, and things appeaMl floui*^ 
ishing there, as well as on other parts of the'^Mate; 
We always brought home a few fresh vegetaWes, 
whenever we returned from Mr. YHiite's, to add to 
our IhU of fere in the city, as Anahuac was prospect 
tively denominated. Mr. White's house stood Sf 
little in advance of a tract of woodland, which skirted 
a small stream or bayoti. It was, of ooui^ of togs', 
atid faced the north, with an extensive Prairie scene 
before it, on Which cattle, innumernl^le ikt snob a 
distance, weire straying among ri6h and abundam 
^pmmagej sometimes singly and somfetimes itt eon* 
siderable droVes. 

The outhouses belonging to this dweHfn^ w«ni 
sHch SA9 tt> show theft the earner had a mmfter of 
kbofeito, andcarriedona v^e:ttetisiVe bigness lis & 
ottttle-miser. We dairy, as usual, was cottipatatively 
smafi Md m ftirnfohed; being chieOy^ in t!be 0pew 
Bk. The fermers of Texai^ commonfy make lEiottte 
butter and cheese, at feast enough for ihx^ o#fr 
fiimffiei^ and have atmndanoe of fmKk i bnC ttiesc^ 
10 



y Google 



118 A VISIT 

tluBgs engross but few of their thoughts. They 
ehum daily, and therefore are always supplied with 
butter milk. They often r^ret it if they have no 
^'sour milk^ to <^er a visiter, and generally regale 
him with it — ^which, whether denominated '' bonny 
dapper," or any thing dse, I had ere this become 
fond of, thoi:^h in the endeavor to like it I had to 
overcome a strong prejudice. I found sugar cane 
and cotton both growing in small patches, with good 
prospects of success, and understood that they had 
flourished well before. 

Finding Mr. White one day about going out 
upon the Prairie to drive up his cattle, I mounted 
my horse and accompanied him, to see something of 
the way of managing these half wild animals. It 
is custcnnary to drive them up occasionally towards 
the house, for different purposes ; and thus the halut 
of submission is not entirely forgotten. I found, as 
on former occasions, that the cattle of Texas, not- 
withstanding their free manner of life, are in some 
respects mcnre manageable than our own. They 
move more readily in herds, and yet nxxe easily 
suffer themselves to be singled out when the driver 
wishes to separate particular animak. Their aspect 
is however much wilder and more' spirited than that 
of our own, specially when they become excited 
and rush together in a mass, as they sometimes do. 
Occasionally one will begin to bellow; and this 
seems to render the rest furious. They raise their 
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beads, bold their tails almost straight up ia the air, and 
run violently towards the sound, often replying with 
similar bellowings, and thus collect by hundreds. 
In general, however, they are peaceable and quiet. 
Sometimes they are driven together by their owners, 
to have the calves separated ; and at other times they 
are collected for marking. Horsemen ride into the pen 
among them, and throw their lazos over the horns 
or necks of the young animals, which, in atteiApting 
to escape, dash themselves violently upon the ground, 
and become almost strangled; while advantage is 
taken of their temporary weakness and alarm, to 
apply the branding iron to their flanks and mark 
them for life. In this short process they appear to 
acquire that horror of the lazo which all the tame 
animals of Texas exhibit, and which is found in 
many of those wild oxen and horses which to a 
stranger might seem to have spent their Uves in 
unrestrained freedorn. It appears that this instru- 
ment of civilization gives a lesson which is seldom 
or never forgotten : for when the lazo ftJls over the 
head of an ox that has had experience with it before, 
he instantly stops, as I have remarked of the horses, 
and conducts with humility and submission until he 
feels it removed. This is the most convenient method 
possible of treating a refractory milch cow. I have 
seen them standing stock still at the pail with a lazo 
over their horns, though there was no actual force 
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oppliad to deUia them, wbeo withoqt it they would 
have set every thiog at defiance* 

The lazo wa9 not recocted to oo the occaioiHi to 
which I referred, for there was no need of it The 
cattle were to be only driven up near the house ; and 
ae there were several hundreds <^ them, I vdunteered 
my assistance. Drawing my bridle towards them, I 
j^nd my little horse no way bath to proceed to the 
business: on the contrary, he hastmied after die 
becd, and soon made some of them quicken their 
pace. He even pressed upon them £suther than I 
thought necessary, and at last began to tnte such as 
he could reach* I now suspected that he had had 
mudi more experience than I had ever sui^posed, in 
the station of a mustang on a farm. And when an 
ox broke away from the drove, as (me soon did, he 
was no more at a loss concerning his duty in such^ 
lOase; and, taking a audden turn, which almost 
twitched me out of my saddle, threw lumself after 
the fugitive at 6iU spaed. The race was swift but 
,9hort : for the ox finding itself out run, turned back 
to rejoin the herd. The pestilent lit^e horse at the 
aame time bolted once more, and (how I know not,) 
PhA: me back with him : for I ftlt mysdf on the 
verge of an overthrow. It wa^ not long before my 
watchful and busy little horse spied another, deserter 
jfrom the ranks ; and off he sprang again sidewaysi 
without giving m^ the ^lightest notice, and scam- 
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pered over the Prairie, after one of the wild creatures 
we were driving — then, in a moment, he was at 
another ftdl stop that almost threw me over his head? 
mud back again like the wind to his old place. 

My strength and commands proved alike unavail- 
ing. Like a stubborn cook, who takes raw and 
roast into her own hands, he was above my advice 
and set my orders at naught, so that I was compelled 
to swallow whatever he pleased to give me. He 
had had experience in cattle-driving long before I 
had ever seen Texas or a wild ox, and seemed to 
.have determined to show me how impudent and 
provoking a mustang can be, under the mask of 
fidthful and untiring service in a job selected for him 
by his master. I thought for sometime that I should 
never get my bones back whole to Anahuac : for it 
was not twice nor thrice that the cattle ran out of 
the drove near us, and he invariaUy insisted on 
giving chace to all estfays and bringing them back, 
in bis own peculiar style, or like a dog after sheep — 
let me do or say what I woukL At length, I 
began to feel more at home in the business, and by 
dose attention kept myself better guarded against 
1^ dodgings and douUings. It was not however 
until the chaoe was over and I had Amounted, that 
I felt perfectly safe. 

Mr. While informed me that, although he had 
been in the country but three or four years, he had 
between three and four thousand head of cattle, of 
W 
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whioh but ft small part were in eigfat Tbe great 
majority wem itvayiiig through the bottoms aiM^ 
Prairies fat many miles off towards the east, along 
the route to NaoQgdoehes. He aometimes sends out 
three or four men to eoUect, aad mark them* This 
is called huotiug caUk. What seems stcaoge in 
auch a ptate of things is, that it is a very rare thing 
to hear of cattle being stolen in Texas. 

Betuming from Mr. Whke^ with a friend, one 
dqr, we perceired a young alUgaicff, abotit two&et 
«nd a half in length, on the dry land &r from any 
water; and having la^oed him, by tying a noose 
in the horse's bakers aad throwing it over his 
head, we set out to lead him home with us. @oon 
however he appeared to leas his strength and then 
his life : suffering us to drag him irithout making 
any movement, sometimes on his back and some^ 
times on his belly. Aci we supposed we must have 
neariy if not <pdte killed him by some accident, (it 
being frir from our intention,) we threw Urn m&o a 
Mttle puddle we passed near Anahuac, and left himt 
It happened however that on visiting the spot two 
or three hours afterwaids, we found him in perfect 
heakh, and apparently good spirits, movtt^ about 
as vigorous and active as ever. So having jcaugfai 
him again, we took him into the village. Cobnel 
Bradbum bad a bear tied to a tree, which to our 
sui^rise showed evident fear whan Una little creik 
lure was brought near him; imd when the altigator 
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sprung towards him, as it did with a good deal of 
spite, he climbed up the tree as fast as possible and 
refused to come down again. After we had kept 
the alligator for a few days, it broke away from the 
halter one night, and effected its escape. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 



Borning a Prairie.— Old piratoa.— A dog and an alligator. Maxican 
colonisation lawa.— Powera of the Galveaton Bay and Texas Land 
Company.-nDiatarbaiice among the ioldier8.---Capt«ire of alai^ 
alligator. 



Two of my acquaintances here, were one day riding 
with Colonel Bradbum in the afternoon, when it 
was proposed to set the Prairie on fire. They sepa- 
rated from each other, and at distances of about half 
a mile, dismounted, struck fire, and kindled the dry 
grass which at that time covered the sur&ce of the 
ground. It instantly b^an to flame; and thefire, 
sweeping on before the wind, cut three paths through 
the grass, which was then about three feet high. 
The hiMrseroen pursued their way between two of 
the fires ; and, by trotting briskly on, nearly kept 
pace with the flames. The darker the sky became, 
the Inrighter shone the light ; and the two lines of 
fire gradually approached each other, so that they 
at Ittigth came neat, and Uazed up bright on the 
right and left, and almost hedged up their way. 

The scene was described as very splendid and 
striking. Even when viewed from a distance, the 
effiKt was brilliant ; and on the return of the 
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gentlemen to Anahuac they found the people ftUreiCied 
by the light. Though about two miles and a half 
off, the fire was dbtinctly visible, being then spread 
over a gi^eat extent of the sur&ce in a narrow band, 
with the dark smoke above and the Prairie beneath, 
so that it appeared something like the bright sky at 
suoeet, as we sometimes see it when a long cloud 
stretches nearly to the horizon, and leaves a single 
stEJpe of dazzling light 

The &mou9 {Hmte Lafitte, as is well known, made 
his rende^^ous in Galveston Bay. Being familiar 
with the channels round the Klaod ^ its mouth, as 
well as the anchorage just within, he had always a 
safe and convenient retreat Two of his men I 
found at Anahuac. They were named Roach and 
Frvnks. Boach told me, (what I understand passes 
for die tru^) that he has often seen an eighteen 
gutt ship brought and anchored in the bay, though 
now vessels ot very modtf ate size are apt to strike 
on the bar in eoming in. Franks is above m £pt 
high, and remarkably expert in dto^ing a rifle. . A 
man who knew him well, I was informed, did not 
hesitate to hold a board for him to shoot at from a 
eonaldersdde distanoe. 

I was on the shore one day whep some bystanders 
were sending a little dog into the water to attract an 
alligator within shooting distance. Franks was 
there with his rifle ; and made severed good shots at 
him, Ibough no fotal ones. The litUe dog would 
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readily swim for chips which were thrown in ; but 
as soon as he found the alligator approaching, would 
turn and retreat. 

The thermometer ranged between 70^ and 80^ in 
the day time during my stay at Anahuac. The 
north winds are the coldest and most unhealthy here 
after the season of fevers begins, which is somewhat 
later than this time. Inhabitants represent them as 
being remarkably unfavorable to health. Children 
often begin to droop when they begin to blow ; and 
usually revive when a south breeze sets in ; and in 
cases of sickness adults are often sensibly affected 
by the changes. The temperature sometimes varies 
40^ in twenty-four hours. It is thought that the 
moss which we call Spanish moss, and use for 
stuffing mattresses, indicate* an unhealthy ri^on 
wherever it greatly abounds. The trees are much 
loaded with it about Anahuac ; and the place is no 
doubt very liable to fevers. Still, there can be no 
question that the climate hereabouts is ftir more 
healthy than the lower parts of the bordering United 
States. 

I visited the garden spot which the agents w«fe 
permitted by Colonel Bradbum to cultivate. It was 
situated on the point, a Aori distance from their 
quarters, and was an acre and a half in extent. It 
was overgrown with trees, whieh had to be cut 
down, before any thing could be planted: and 
then indeed the roots were so thick and nomeroosi 
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that it was only here and there, where a little spot 
could be cleared by grubbing, that a few seeds could 
be planted. The soil was found to be as lig^t and 
thin as on the Prairie ; that is not more than six 
inches deep; but so favorable is the climate to 
y^etation, that the agents have been astonished at 
the rapid growth of v^etables planted. In truth, 
radishes may be had from the seed in a fortnight ; 
water melons flourish to admiration, and ripen to 
within half an inch of the very rind, and are so 
wholesome that they are said not to injure those sick 
of fever. It is strange to have so light a soil [nrove 
so rich and productive, while it is so thin that beets, 
and other roots which penetrate beyond a few inches, 
will not grow. Of all this the agents had practical 
evidence during the setpon. The garden, when I 
saw it, was laid out with taste ai\d planted partly 
with flowers, although interrupted by roots which 
the emigrants found too large for easy removal. 

The more I reflected on the real state oi things 
with respect to the grants, so called, the more I found 
reason to wonder at the course pursued in relation to 
them. No one who reads the official documents of 
the Mexican government^ can pretend that the 
impresarios, or any of ihem, were authorised to 
proceed to the sale of land. They had obtained no 
title themselves, and they could not obtain any, 
except to the five-league tracts which they were to 
receive for every hundred settlers procured, and even 
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* of tbis diey could not bold abore a oertaiii quantity 
over a fixed tenn of years, while none could they 
bold uitQ the settlers shookl have been lon^enoogh 
upon the ground to comply wilh the reqoisitmi f^ 
the laws. Of couse the empresarioe could not have 
confBrred a right which they did not themselves* 
pom uB i and whence then the power daiSMd by 
the Company to sdl land? It may be arguedi that 
the Company have not expressly ofiered to sell 
land; and one might qnestioni after leading their 
publications, whether they contafai any dum deariy 
and directly in opposition with the rights of the 
emprssarios. I have found some difficidty in as« 
cectaining exactly what claims tlie Company intend 
to set up on this point In their trust deed, as 
puUished, the three empresarios have covenanted 
and agreed to phce their several grants of land aLnd 
contracts aforesaid, into one common stock, to be 
held in trust, to and for the use of cdl the parties* 
interested therein^ in the proportions in said instru- 
ments named, irrevocably in the bands and under 
the control of the saH Anthony Dey, William H» 
Sumner, and Oeorge Curds, and their t^uecessors^ 
for the purpose of surveying, looking, and settii^ 
off the said territories and lands into setllementi^* 
vffiages and towns ; and of giving, gmnting, s^f^, 
coMii^ig> and otherwise disposing of^ and managing 
the flttme in such way and manner as Aey or dm 
magority of them shall deem best for the intereiit 
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of aU the parties concerned, according to the powef 
herein granted, and the authmty in ttem vested 
by said agreements of ev^n date herewith, ftnd the 
articles of association hereto annexed." 

They also, (as I understand the langul^^ of the 
deed,) for valuaUe considerations^ gave, grdttted, 
bargained and sold, aliened, assigned, transferred 
and conveyed to the Company and their sttccessordi 
<<aU the right, titto, interest, prbpetty and estate^ 
iriiich the said parties of the first part have df, ^in 
aod to the grants and contracts before referred tp,^ 
♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ "and to the lands in said grtfiits 
described and contimed, in our absolute and petfebt 
possearion and property being, and to all the privi- 
leges, emoluments and advantaged ari&itig or to 
mrise fiom, by and wnAat the same, or whidi atd 
iu any way incid^H dieretD^-HrMouncHig all interest, 
title, &c., except as members of the Company. I 
quote also the Mowing expression : — ^ia hav^ and 
to hold the above granted, bai^gahied ahd described 
premises, and all our right, title and interest therein, 
nBd to all the lands^ and privil^es hi s^d grants 
cootaaoad and therefifom tesoWng*— ♦ * » ♦ 
"Birtigeet to the terms and coixnfitions of said girants, 
and the piovisiOQS herein mad6 and c^tained,'' to 
the artielee of associi^ion, and fhturd atn^hdmetitii 
and alterations. 

The impresarios covenant that the^^ ^ sevfoaUy 
*are die sele ownen of the said gmtits i&nd contracts 
11 
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to us made j»» ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ that they " are lawfully 
seized of said grants and contracts," » « « « 
'' have a good and perfect right to sell, and dispose 
of, and alienate the same in manner aforesaid," Sec. 

Whether this instrument professes to confer a 
right to sell the land or not, or what may have been 
the intentions of the empresarios, I pretend not to 
determine*. I can only say, that the Company must 
have known what was the intention of the empresa- 
rio6| and, what is of greater consequence, they must 
have had the means of knowing what powers the 
empresarios possessed over the land, if not what 
right they h(id to transfer them. 

That they did and do profess to sell land, however^ 
X presume will not be doubted. The letter <rf whidi 
the foUowing is a copy, wns addressed by one of the 
Trustees of the Company to a gentleman I know. 

Mt De. Sib, 

<<If you wish some of the Texas Land^ 
^< you ean now have some at 10 cents — you can have 
<< one share in the Company of 10,000 acres, at 
" $1000, at 6 months with interest ; or if you desire 
''it, you have a less quantity in scrip, at the same 
''rate. It appears to me whether purchased to sell 
<( again, or with aviewto actual settlement, it cannot 
''be otherwise than a most profitable investment. 
"Tou can consider this offer as made to you, and if 
" not disposed to avail yoursdf of it, you will oi 
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^ course be silent on the subject of it. Liet me hear 
" from you this morning. 

« Yours, &c." 
(This is endorsed in another hand, January, 1831.) 
It is not wonderful that the emigrants on arriving 
here, should have been discontented with the state 
of things in which they found themselves. Instead 
of entering upon the possession and occupancy of 
extensive estates which had been promised them, 
they could obtain no satisfaction to any of their 
enquiries or demands, beyond such indefinite and 
general statements as the agents, (in their state of 
uncertainty) could give them, about a final fetvorable 
result. Just at thig time also a threatening diffictdty 
took place among the Mexican troops, which caused 
them reasonable alarm. These miserable men, being 
chiefly condemned criminals, banished to a distant 
and solitary post for the punishment of various crimes, 
it might be presumed, would be ready for the perpe- 
tration of any thing for which sufficient temptation, 
and their own courage might prove sufficient. 

During the absence of Colonel Bradbum, a worth- 
less lieutenant celebrated his birth-day at Anahuac ; 
and becoming somewhat intoxicated, claimed the 
right of command instead of the commissary, 
who had to interfere to maintain his authority. 
The soldiers were in a state of great excitement, 
and bad mustered in front of the barracks, cursing 
the ^'Americans," and threatening > revolt: for the 
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tieutenant bad taken care to work upon their 
prejudices. The commissary possessed great bold- 
ness ; and, knowing the cowardly character of 
those miseraUe troops, drew his sw<Nrd and xushed 
in among them alone, with a few cuts and many 
demonstrations, ordering them into the barracks, 
which they at length obeyed, after a few of them 
had been wounded, but without daring to cSer any 
resistance. The refractory lieutenant having been 
seized, pinioned, and thrown into the calaboza, the 
commissary informed the agents that they had better 
be prepared against any attack which the soldiers 
might be disposed to make on them in the night ; 
imd the whole forces of the emigrants were immedi- 
ately called out, and stood in the rain for an hour or 
more, awaiting the movements of the profligate 
troops at the barracks. No further disturbance, 
however, occurred ; and though the colonists slept 
with their arms at their sides or under their pillows, 
they were not disturbed. Such an occurrence, how* 
ever, could not but add to the uncomfortable condition 
of the ag^its and emigrants, since a number of 
women and children were involved with them in 
all the difficulties by which they were surrounded. 
The lieutenant was afterwards indulged with a 
rustication at Galveston Island, under the charge of 
a file of soldiers* 

Part of a form had been hired by the agents of 
the Galveston Bay and Texas Land Company, of a 
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dolopist settled on the Trinity riyer. On approaching 
it, in company with a friend, on a visit, while walking 
along the bank of the river, we discovered, in a low, 
marshy spot sometimes overflown by the rising of 
the stream, the largest alligator I ever saw, Ijring 
motionless, like a. great log. We ventured, without 
any apprehension, within point blank shot, though 
nothing would liave induced me to place myself 
within his reach. We both took deUberate aim and 
fired : and perceived by his motions that we had 
given him rather a serious wound, though both of 
us were so ignorant of the animal that we fired at 
parts of the body almost at a venture. He seemed 
to be in a passion, raising his great upper jaw, 
showing his teeth and occasionally turning over 
and over like a stuck hog. He endeavored to escape, 
and to reach the river, but was not able to get along 
without difficulty, and made little progress for an 
hour and a half, during which we were occupied in 
attempts to kill him. We struck him with fifteen 
or sixteen balls in succession, before he was so far 
disabled, that we were emboldened to approach him. 
We at last got a rope round him near the head, and 
found that he had lost blood, particularly from a bole 
in the neck made by the first shot He measured 
siKteen feet, and had been a most forniidable animal, 
though now, to all appearance, scarcely alive. We 
tied the rope fast to a heavy log, intending to preserve 
his skin: but on returning next morning wer^ 
11» 
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B^ETprifled to find the rope broken and (he monster 
gone. A few days afterwards we foand him dead 
in the river, with the remainder of the rope on hl^ 
neck. 

The potatoes planted heris it was afterwards found, 

although ihej grew rapidly, were put into the ground 

tooiate. - They should have been sown in February, 

instead of the end of March. They a[qpeared to 

flourish remarkably well; but it was afterwards 

found, on digging them, that when they had grown 

about as large as a walnut, they started on a second 

growth, and were thus good for nothing. The 

northern corn, brought by the agents from the 

United States, grew so rapidly, that although it did 

not rise high, it put out ears near the ground, and 

promised to come speediljT to maturity. But the 

husks burst open when it began to ripen, which 

exposed the ears to the Uack birds ; and they would 

strip them half bare in a moment, and then eat 

the kerneLs at pleasure. To prevent the ravages 

of these birds. It is the custom of the fiumerr to 

break the stalk just below the ear with a blow of 

an iron bar, and then bend it downward, so that ihey 

cannot strip it, as they would have to pull upwards. 

The agents planted southern corn also, but never 

got any valuable return from it ; for although there 

was no bursting, the birds seized it in the milk and 

made great havoc. It was remarkable that the field 

planted by the owner of the land, did not suffer, 
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although separated from their's only by a cart 
path. This they were iiicUned to attribute to the 
fact that his was a little later ; and their's beiag 
first attacked by the birds served them until the 
other was too old. 
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P^int Bolivar.— Arrival of ihe Cull— Her dang«rou8 sitoation. — 
EzartioDS fdr her reliet— Build a hut— Our gfuests.— Their depart- 
ure—A Khooner wrecked.— Labors for the lafety of the crew and 
fMUMengers. 



On the fourth of April, after spending three more 
days at Anahuac, I set out again for the coast, in 
the same manner, and with the same company as 
before. We reached South Bay that evening, and 
encamped again on the shore. Our only design 
was now to await the arrival of the Climax from 
New-York, which was reported to have been seen 
below, and as it was to bring out settlers for the 
Ck)mpany, would doubtless bring out letters also, 
with instructions. 

From the point where we were, we were not able 
in the morning to ascertain our position so exactly, 
as to decide how far we were from the shore of the 
Gulf: for the Prairie which stretched away to the 
south appeared to us to meet the sky. We therefore 
sailed along the shore towards Foini Bolivar, but 
bad not proceeded far, when we perceived something 
beyond the land in that direction, which we were 
confident must be the masts of a vessel ; and draw- 
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ing up our boat where it would be out of the reach 
of the -water, we set off on foot across the Prairie^ 
to ascertain more about it. ^ We found several marsh- 
es, and ponds or creeks, which intercepted our course, 
and, in seeking to get round them, we at length got 
separated from each other about a mile. We had 
not very far to go however before we discovered the 
Gulf of Mexico, full before us, and ascertained that 
we had walked across Point Bolivar, the eastern cape 
of Galveston Bay. Galv^ton Island, .wl^ich lies 
just off its mouth, stretched along on our right, and 
nearly in front of us, and just within its eastern 
point, we saw a schooner which appeared to lie upon 
a shoal. On the beach we perceived a gentleman 
and lady, with no attendant and no boat, and were 
at a loss to imagine how they came there. 

One of my companions joined them before I came 
up, and when I approached introduced them as Mr» 
and Mrs. Burnet, from New Jersey, who having 
come out to settle on the San Jacinto, in the schooner 
Ci4l} had run on the bar, the preceding night, and 
bad just been landed by the Captain, who had gone 
' back to the vessel for more of the passengers. \ From 
the account they gave us of the situation of the ^ 
vessel, we were filled with the greatest anxi^y for 
the persons still on board, who were apprehensive 
that she would go to pieces in half an hour, and long 
before they could be got on shore, as they had lost 
thdr oars, and the boat could not land more than 
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two at a time. When Mr. Buraet came off, 43^ 
people were throwiDg every thing oyerboard they 
could lay their hands on, and considered themselves 
in a most desperate situation. We now felt that our 
presence at that place with our boat was most foria- 
nate ; and without delay made our way back again 
across the point, launched her, and rowed with all 
speed two or three miles to the end of Point Bolivar. 
We had supposed that we might be able with due 
exertion to reach the vessel in an hour's time : bat 
as soon as we turned the point, we found the force 
of the wind against us so great, that we could not 
make any considerable progress, undl two of us took 
the painter and dragged it by walking in the surf^ 
leaving one of our number to steer. This was 
severe and unpleasant labor, and we made far less 
speed than we wished, as we feared that delay might 
It^ death to those in the schooner. The beach is 
smooth and uniform, and not encumbered vnth 
rocks : for the whde southern r^on of Texas is 
entirely destitute of stones — even of pebbles; but 
yet the incessant rolling in of the swell from the 
gulf rendered our progress very difficult, and we were 
unable to go out bejrond the breaking of the surf, 
on account of the greater depth of water. The news 
we had come so far to obtain now appeared of no 
moment, compared with the safety of so many ot 
our fellow creatures ; and though Mr. B. had inform- 
ed us that there were letters for us in the Cull, we 
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had lost all our impatience to obtain them. We saw 
articles of different descriptions floating here and 
there, which had been thrown overboard from the 
schooner, and particularly two large things like hogs- 
headsj driving before the wind abreast of us up 
between Point Bolivar and the Island. 

We thus labored two hours, when having got ctt 
against the schooner, we rowed out to her, and found 
that four or five of the passengevs had iJready beea 
landed by the Captain, but those remaining were 
still engaged in throwing overboard bricks, plank^ 
&C. They soon desisted, however ; and the wind 
and sea having somewhat subsided, th» danger 
apposed less threatening. We refreshed ourselves 
onboard; and having remained an hour or two^ 
returned to the shore, landing not &r from the 
Point. We chgse a spot where most of the things 
thrown from Uie schooner had been driven on the 
beach; and immediately began to raise a shelter 
under which we might sleep in comfort This was 
necessary, as on the wide Prairie and the long sand 
beach there was nothing to be seen. We first drove 
a plank obliquely into the sand, and then,^ with some 
naiis which t^ad been brought from the Cull, festened 
a number of boards to it side>by side in an upright 
positio4:i. 'Then^ by laying other boards from the 
tops of these to the ground, and boarding up the end 
towards the wind, we soon had a good shdter pre- 
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pared against the night air, the san and the rain. 
Few articles .of convenience had been brou^t on 
shore, either in the boats or by/ the waves. We had 
to content ourselves witb laying boards on the sand 
to sleep upon, (which one of our number jocoedy 
named New- York feather beds,) and had nothing 
to spread upon them bot a blanket, for each parson. 
Having comjAeted our bouse and arranged the fumi- 
tttie, we observed something singular floating near 
OS in the water, and found to^our satis&cti^n that it 
was a tin coffee cup; and soon after foui^ several tin 
ensp&j kettles, ice which haid also been thrown over^^ 
board.' Making a fire upon the beach, we invited oar 
new friends to partake of our poor hospitality, and soon 
formed a supper party, and highly relished our coffee. 
It was snrpdnng to us idl that we were able to sle^ 
soundly on such hard couches, and that we folt 
greatly refreshed from all our fiitigue when we vroke 
in the meming. Whtk was particularly gratifying, 
was that a lady, totally unaccustomed to hardshipsi 
and thrown thus suddenly upon an inhospitable, and 
but for us an uninhabited sboi^e, in a country which 
ibt had latter before seen, should so soon reoover her 
strength after the indifferent accommodations aft»ded 
by a m^e hut upon the beach. 

We had received our letters in the mean time; 
and in one of mine I found one of the most beautiftd 
UMe pieces of scrip ever purchased. The design and 
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execotioo showed the skill of aa arturt ; and I could 
not but compare its value with that of twenty thou^ 
sand acres of land. 

By the first light of morning we discovered with 

joy, that the schooner had got afloat in the Bight^ 

and wais now sailing proqierovudy along abreast of 

us towards the entrance of Galveston Bay. Our 

companions, tlierefore, bidding us a hasty adieu, pirt 

off to her in the boat, and left us to occupy omwA^ea 

as we might in that lonely spot It was a calm mtA 

fdleasant day, and we sauntesed about, wishing fbr 

the arrival of the Olimax, a vessel preparing to sail 

fiv Galveston firom New-York when I left thcTOk Tht 

wind was so light durmg the day, lh«t the Cdl 

remained in sight till near night. Among the ft# 

incidents of the day, I may mention tbe appearance 

of a hog on the Prairie, to which we gave chase^ 

I hopmg to obtain a supply of park for eiar Iaid<nr : but 

1 though we did our best to drive him^ towards the 

' point with the hopes of gating a shot at him, after 

, many races and doubUnger he got off and vre ksl 

. him. We at first supposed the anhnal must kavd 

strayed fironi some ftirm at no great distance, bb we 

I stifi cetald not divest oulselves of the idea that socih 

|. a country must be inhabited: but we itfiarwafde 

found, that there was not a human being in any pait 

of thaft r^ion nearer than about eight mSes ; aad 

the hog had probably been long running \^d^ 

Aa evening approached we prepared our sopper, 

13 
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and were seated at it when we were surprised at the 
reappearance of one of the passengers of the Cull, 
who ihformed us that the schooner had again ground- 
ed, and lajr in a dangerous situation a little way up 
Galveston Bay. The two agents of the Land Com- 
pany immediately took the boat and proceeded again 
to the aid of the vessel, leaving us to reflect on 
the singular circumstances in which we were. 
The passengers of the Cull evidently placed great 
reliance upon us not only for assistance, but for 
advice, and were as ready to be guided by our opin- 
ions as if we had been pilots on that coast for years, 
while we were almost entirely ignorant of the sea, 
and bad been thrown seasonably in thdr way only 
through our ignorance of the place. In the morning 
the Cull was again afloat, and making sail proceeded 
up the bay, towards the San Jacinto river, where, as 
I have before mentioned, Mr. Burnet had prepared, 
to erect a steam saw mill. 

I foigot to mention, that the objects which we had 
seen floating up the bay, and had mistaken for 
hc^heads, were the boilers intended for the mill. 
It was a little remarkable, that the manu&cturer in 
New-Tork had declared, that, in case of shipwreck, 
they would be safe, as he had stopped and caulked 
them with care. Such an opportunity was now 
ofiered for an experiment We afterwards learnt, 
that these great boilers, which were thrown overboard 
only to lighten the vessel, were driven by the wind 
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along the coast up the entrance of the bay, and 
finally to its western shore, where they were after- 
wards found uninjured, after a chance voyage c^ 
about ten miles. Tbey are now in Mr. Burnet's 
saw mill on the San Jacinto river. 

The next day an event occurred which afforded 

us new occupation, and banished the recollection of 

the Cull and her concerns. We had observed a 

little pilot-boat built schooner making towards the 

bay from the eastward, and after she had got within 

the shelter of the island, we had a visit ^om the 

Captain, who- had discovered our habitation, and 

come on shore to spend the night. We invited him 

into our dwelling, and learnt that he had chartered 

his vessel in New Orleans, for two hundred dollars, 

to two Frenchmen who were passengers on board, 

and were going to Anahuac with a load of coffee, 

whiskey and claret Just off the island they had 

fallen in with a clumsy boat belonging to Colonel 

Bradburn, which he bad sent, with a captain ana 

four Mexican soldiers, to Brazos river, to see about 

cutting timber. As their boat was a duU sailer, they 

had got on board the schooner. 

I woke in the night quite indisposed, and heard 
the wind blowing violently and the roar of the sea. 
When the light permitted, we discovered the masts 
of the schooner only above the water, which was very 
rough, with a signal of distreas flying at half-mast, 
and nothing of the hull visUde except a mere corn^ 
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oi the deck. Our ftpprebensions were naturally 
excited for those on board; but it was evidently 
impossible to afford them any relief in so high a aea. 
We were therefore obliged to content ourselves with 
looking on ; and thus we spent several hours gazing 
at the yessd in her forlorn condition, being just able 
DOW and then to perceive some of the men, appar- 
ently engaged at work. 

It was perfectly evident that there was no possi- 
bility of rendering any assistance tp the vessel under 
present circumstances, or even of obtaining any 
information concerning the condition of the crew 
beyond what we possessed. My companions there- 
fore sought occupation by a walk into the interior, 
while I remained in the hut, suffering under the 
gymfUxxaa of fever. I betook myself to my hard 
bed, and after listening a while to the incessant roar 
of the winds and waves fell asleep. After some 
time I started from sleep with a belief that the build- 
ing was on fire, and felt much of the wild agitatkm 
of a feverish dream, it being some time before I could 
eonvinee myself that every thing was safe, and 
realize with distinctness recent events which had 
occurred in that solitary (dace, on the margin of the 
Oulf of Mexico^ which was still roaring as before, 
and dariiing against the shores and the feeble little 
vessel, which appeared to retain its former position. 
The idea of fire, which at first so strongly impressed 
sne, I think may have arisen fcom the flapping of a 
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Goraer of my red silk handkerchief id the dr, as il 
blew near my face as I lay ; for it fluttered about 
like flames blown by t)ie wind. 

Feeling revived by the air, I sought my fnends, 
whom I found catching crabs in a bayou not four off; 
and having a keen appetite I joined them in eating 
a lai^ge quantity. Kindling a fire and putting them 
into a boiling pot, we had a highly relished feast ; 
which seemed to restore me to health, as my unfit- 
▼orable symptoms gradually disappeared. 

The wind and waves having somewhat subsided 
about two o'clock, the Captain, accompanied by one 
• of our companions, 'in our boat, visited the vessel ; 
but they found those on board so anxious to land, 
that they kept at a distance awhile ddiberating what 
to do. The situation of the schooner was worse 
than we had apprehended. She had dprung aleak 
in the night and sunk on the bar as low as she could 
go down, leaving onlya comer of her quarter deck 
above board ; and the boat had been stove, so that 
the men had now been for many hours in the water 
up to their middles, and were much exhausted. As 
the boat could hold but four ; the CapCain insisted 
that the crew should promise to place in it <nily the 
two weakest^ This was agreed to; and they selected 
the two Frenchmen, owners of the cargo, one of 
whom was helpless, and had to be lifted in. We 
were anxiously waiting fot them on thdur arrival, 
and much commiserated the unfortunate strangersi 
12» 
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who were eoasigned to our care under euch painful 
cucuineiaQoei. One ot them could but just utter a 
few wordsi while the other was so fer exhaustedi 
that he could neither speak nor stand. The boat 
immediately returned to the vessel, while the three 
of us who remained took the poor men up to our 
habitation, wrapped them in blankets, administered 
a little whiskey, laid them down near the fire, and 
rubbed them briskly to quicken the circulatioB. 
They soon began to feel better, and in two hours 
.w^:e nefurly restored. It was affecting to see their 
expressions of gratitude, which they made by all the 
means in their power : our ignorance of their lan- 
guage not allowing much intelligible conytt-sation. 

Before they were quite well the boat came ashore 
again, rowed by the mate of the schooner, who 
appeared strong and active, and brought two or three 
peisons with him. After standing a Uttle while by 
our fire, hoWe?er,' much to our surprise, he began to 
lose his strength, and was unable to make any exer- 
tion, thoi^h not at first conscious of it himsdf. He 
wished to retUm with the boat, to aid those still 
remaining on board, but found himsdf unaUe to 
hold an oar. In a short time his condition gave us 
anrious alarm, and we tried to keep him up by exer- 
cise, taking turns with each other in running with 
him by holding him up, for about an hour. We 
had learnt that soon after the accident, the crew, 
having got at a demgohn (tf whiskey, made such free 
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use of it that il waa exhausted in the couiw of the 
forenoon. To this and the vrant of food we attri- 
buted their extreme exhaustion since the supply had 
fidled. 

The boats brought on shore two at a time until 
all wefe landed. The Captain of the Mexiciins and 
one of his soldiers were so far gone when they landed 
that they were quite speechless; but under our 
treatment they were gradually restored to strength. 
We had now a large family to provide for ; and 
though it was a light task to feed four, our number 
being now fifteen, it required forethought. Happily 
we were well supplied with several kinds of food in 
considerable quantities, viz : flour, pork, and cc^ee^ 
and could obtain oysters and crabs to any amount 
by a little labor, while the birds on the Prairie might 
be had for the shooting. We set the Mexicans to 
making bread, to see how well they understood it, 
that we might learn something from them; but 
found that the method I had proposed, though I had 
never tried it, would prove more to our taste. They 
made very thin cakes of flour and water, and laid 
them among the coals without regard to cleanliness ; 
and these, with claret and whiskey for some and 
coffee for others, formed our supper. 

In the morning we found that the schooner re- 
tained her position. I undertook to make bread, 
and by getting some fat from a bit of pork which I 
melted in the frying pan, mixing it with flour and 
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wattfy and baking rolls in the same utensil, succeed- 
ed to my wishes. The sea being now calm, four 
or five of us rowed off in one of the boats to the 
▼estel; and after opening the hatches, got out as 
much <tf the cargo as we could take to the land. 
We got out fifteen or twenty casks of wbiskey, 
which we towed ashore, and took in the boat about 
the same number of bags of damaged coffee, hooked 
up from the cabin some of the Frenchmen's clothes, 
and took off the sails and rigging, and a few other 
arddes of different descriptions. At the dose of day 
we had done a good deal of work, and provided our- 
sdves with a considerable amount of goods such as 
they were. 
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We could now reflect at our leisure upon the 
unexpected circumstances in which we were [daced* 
We had engaged but a few days before in an 
excursion of pleasure, after very, little deliberation, 
talking a scanty supply of provisionsi and thinking 
it very probable that we might meet no one before 
our return to Anahuac, or see any thing of particidar 
interest The most interesting occurrence we had 
anticipated, was the safe arrival .of one of the ex- 
pected vessels, with letters from our correspondents. 
Now, we had already passed through several trying 
scenes, had contributed to the preservation of several 
lives, had the care of a large number of strangers 
thrown upon us, and had obtained possession of a 
quantity of goods, most of which we might have 
claimed as our own for salvage. Indeed we were 
like the lords of the territory, might exercise the 
rights of property over the land and its productions, 
and demand tribute of the sea ; for there was no 
previous competitor, and our companions were so 
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grateful for our servicesj as to jrield to our wishes in 
every thing. 

The next day, having little to occupy us, and 
wishing to keep our hands busy, we undertook to 
raise a flagstaff, to attract the attention of the Clima^L, 
or any other vessels which might arrive, and enable 
them to discover the entrance of the bay, so difficult 
to recognize from sea. We had found a spar forty 
feet in length which had been driven on shore ; and 
having drawn it up near our hut, nailed a board on 
to lengthen it, and decorated this with a piece of 
white cloth taken from the vessel, and several red 
kandkerchie£i so arranged as to bear some resem- 
Uance to a flag. Having attached to it a lanyard, 
with some difficulty we raised it, and planted it 
firmly in the ground. We subsequently paid several 
visits to the vessel, whence we brought a small 
American flag, which was aflerwards substituted 
fi>r the former. 

. The snipe, plover, and ducks, which abounded 
near us, afforded a considerable article of food ; and 
birds of several other species we sometimes added 
to the number. One day we were supplied with 
a large addition, by a high tide, which rose over a 
small hollow, and on retiring left a great many little 
fish, about eight inches in length, which were well 
flavored. * 

We had thus abundance of game on different 
sides of us. As for deer, although we often saw 
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them on the Prairie, and though they sometimes 
started from the grass and ran off as we passed 
along without our guns, we knew too well their 
piercing sight and rapid movements to pursue them. 
It would be difficult for a person who has never 
seen a great abundance of water fowl, to imagine 
how innumerable they appeared to us at this |dace. 
Immense flocks were ever to be seen floating on the 
bayous and filUng th^ air above them; and so 
unaccustomed were they to the interference of men, 
that we easily shot a plenty of them every day. 
GuUs in great multitudes were perpetually to be 
seen. 

But what peculiarly attracted my attention and 
often excited my astonishment, were the floclfs of 
pelicans which abounded along the shores. Such 
novelties to a northerner, do not soon lose their 
singularity in his eyes. These fowl are very 
gregarious, always assembling together, and gene- 
rally were to be seen in great numbers. There 
are two species, which kept almost entirely separate} 
the white and the grey. The spot on which we 
had built our hut was a few yards from a part of 
the shore, which I concluded had been their &vorite 
resort There they assembled in great numbers for 
several days after our arrival, and seemed to leave 
it with reluctance. Each flock appeared to have a 
leading bird, to which the rest paid voluntary respect, 
so &r as to follow him wherever he chose to lead, 
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walking in i^ single file, like a flock of geese. I 
presume I have seen a thousand together, ranged 
for half a mile along the beach. Being by no 
means a very timid fowl, and quite heavy in flying', 
it was not difficult to get a feir shot at them ; but 
it was long before either of us was able to bring one 
down ; and we never kill^ a second We probaUy 
had fired nearly an hundred times without eflfect : 
the shot, as I suppose, glancing from the strong 
feathers, for all outruns were for small shot, except 
one rifle. The pelican which was killed, was shot 
through the head, and had a large quantity of fish 
in his pouch, which would hold, I suppose about a 
gallon. These birds also abound on Pelican 
Uand, which lies a little up Galveston Bay. 

I was roaming one morning without my fowling 
piece, along the beach, when there was quite a thick 
fog ; and after passing a large quantity of the dry 
drift wood wluch was scattered along the sand, 
being brought firom the Mississippi by die waves, 
I found myself near a multitude of birds of different 
kindi^ chiefly goHs. To my surprise they did not 
fly; and though I approached to within a very 
short distance ci them, periiaps three or four yards, 
they did not appear to see me, and continued to 
foed with the greatest unconcern. From the ofo- 
servaitions I then had an opportunity to make, I 
argued that ibtir vision was inferior to my own 
under these drcumstances^ Whether it was owing 
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to the fog or not I can only conjecture; bat the 
difference between our sight was just about the 
same as that between of a Trustee of a Land 
Company, and a purchaser of scrip. 

Being as yet ignorant of the fate of Mr. Burnet's 
large steam boilers, since they had floated by us on 
the first day of our arrival, we paid a visit to PeUcan 
Island, to see whether they had goiM on shore 
there or not. It is two or three miles long, and 
abounds in l»rds, particularly pelicans: but we 
finind no traces of what we w^e in search of, and 
rotumed. 

We had hoped our flagstaff might serve as a 
landmark to the Climax, in case she should again 
iqppear off the coast *, for having sailed by, as was 
reported, without discovering the passage, we had 
reason to expect her soon back again. Hie bw 
and unifinrm appearance of the whde coast, inckd- 
ing that of CUilveston triand, renders it almost 
impossiUe to ascertain tl^ position of a vessel at 
any considemble distance from the land. A day 
or two after our flag had been raised, the expected 
vessel reappeared. Discovering that she was off an 
inlet, though without perceiving our signal, she 
sent her boat with five men to examine the shore, 
who, observing our flag after they had gone some 
distance, steered for k, and landed about an hour 
before sunset on the beach dear our hut. We made 
them welcome, and learnt fiptnn -them with greater 
13 
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certainty, every thing concerning the vessel As 
we knew the entrance into the bay, one of our party 
set oflfto board her, after a little delay, with the 
sailors in their boat ; but thb was a very imprudent 
step, as what took place might have been foreseen. 
The Climax, not seeing the boat, and for fear of 
the close neighborhood of the land, stood off a little; 
and it was not long before it became so dark, that 
we lost sight of both boat and vessel It seemed 
inevitaUe that the six men must spend the night 
on the water, and this gave us much concern, as 
we knew they were unprovided, having nothing to 
eat, and only a jug of whiskey to drink. During 
the night the wind rose, and soon increased in 
violence, till we had a gale, though much less sevoe 
than what we had witnessed on the coast 

It was not, however, until about three o'clock the 
next day, that we obtained any information of their 
fiite.* We then discovered our companion walking 
up the shore from the eastward, and learnt from 
him, that he had been exposed in the open boat all 
night on the water, had had nothing to eat, had 
just finished a fetiguing walk qf three hours on 
the level beach, having landed, as he supposed, 
about fifteen miles firom us. After losing sight of 
the vessel the evening before, the men had headed 
the boat, as they supposed, for the land, drank 
whiskey, and lay dowii ; but in the morning could 
see neither vessel nor land. At length, some hcHirs 
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aft^, they discovered the shore, and on reaching it 
were entirely at a loss to determine whether they 
were on the main land or on Galveston Island, 
which excited their lively anxiety, because on the 
latter, they feared no food could be obtained. Not 
long afterwards, however, the vessel appeared in 
sight, and he thought he could recognize some of 
the logs of drift wood on the beach, though in this 
he must have been mistaken. He therefore pro- 
ceeded for home on foot, while the saUors remained 
by the boat. 

Having furnished him with necessary refreshments^ 
on looking to sea about an hour afterwards, the 
vessel was discovered again. We then launched 
our boat and proceeded some distance towards her 
with our sail, when ^ing her tack to stand offi 
and knowing we should have but little time to sail 
before it would be dark, we reflected on the warnings 
we had had against pursuing ships at night, and 
put back. We then perceived that the CUmax had 
come to anchor. 

That night the wind began to blow with violence, 
and we soqn had a far more severe gale than any 
we had before experienced on the coast We awoke 
occasionally during the night, sufficiently to realize 
that the storm was terrible, and the sea most violently 
agitated : but knowing that we had nothing to do, 
and thinking we had nothing to fear, it did not 
long interrupt our slumbers. In the morning, 
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howeveTi on leayiog our hut, we found the sea had 
risea above the highest tides we bad witnessed, by 
three or four feet, and almost reached our door. 
The sandy beach was in some places covered by 
the waves, which rolled and dashed violently quite 
up into the green grass around us, which formed 
the margin of the beautiful Prairie. At the same 
time the rain was felling copiously, and every thing 
seemed ready to melt into the one great fluid element. 
The wind had been thus blowing direcdy on shore 
for several hours ; and we naturally concluded, when 
we contemplated the scene, and considered the force 
of the storm, that the ship must have been inevitably 
wrecked. 
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Fully impressed with the idea that the brig must 
have been wrecked, and wishing to afford aid to 
any of the crew, as well as to rdieve our own lively 
anxiety, without waiting txf take food, in a heavy 
rain, we set off about break of day on an ex- 
cursion along the coast to the eastward, presuming 
from the direction of the wind, that if any thing 
had been driven on shore from the vessel, we should 
find it Wq walked fast, and before we slackened 
our pace, must have got a considerable distance 
from home, but yet found nothing. We began at 
length to think our fears might perhaps prove ground- 
less, when we discovered a barrel on the beadi 
before us, and within a short distance a box of 
bottled cider and two strings of onions. The barrel, 
we found, was filled with vinegar ; and the box we 
soon found means to open, being quite thirsty with 
our rapid march. I can say, that few draughts I 
ever took proved more grateful, than such a fine 
13* 
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beverage under those circumstaDces. The idea of 
the vessel's loss, made us presB on again with re- 
newed vigor ; and as we proceeded we found several 
other light articles on the shore, such as tables, 
chairs, &c, which had evidently been thrown 
overboard. The thickness of the air, however, did 
not permit us to see £bu: before us. At length, when 
we had walked about four mites from our hut, and 
it had become broad daylight, we perceived the 
vessel very near us, at first hardly discernible through 
the mist, sitting upright upon the beach, and driven 
almost up to the grass of the Prairie ; her masts 
gone, but her hull apparendy safe and sound. The 
sea was still very rough, and she was surrounded by 
water, as the waves ran up a little beyond her : but 
we concluded at once, that she was too high to be 
in any manner affected l^ them, as we had walked 
dry-shod, the day before, along the beach exacdy 
where she lay. We soon perceived^ the men on 
board, actively engaged in throwing articles of dif- 
ferent kinds into the water ; and their consternation 
appeared to us so unreasonid>le, that there was 
something almost ludicrous in it. On discovering 
us they exprasMd great surprise and gratification ; 
bdt the tumult of the water made it very difficult 
to bear each other's voices. They could not at first 
be €(mvinced by our signs that they were in a state 
of perfect safety. We caHed to them that they 
were on the main land, on the borders of a rich 
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<x>untry, and not very jGur from our temporary hal»^ 
tation, hoping they would take a little courago ; but 
they could not distinctly hear us. We proposed to 
them to launch their boat, which we saw had been 
preserved ; but found they were afraid to trust il 
ip, the waves, which were indeed rushing up and 
down around the vessel with considerable force. 

To show them how shallow the water was, I 
walked into it, intending to wade up to the vessel, 
which was not now more than ten rods from us. 
After a few steps, what was my surprise to find I 
bad no footing ! I sunk in an instant into deep 
water, head and ears, and had to swim for my life ; 
and though I was soon safely back again on the 
sand, was wetter than before. The beach being 
a quick sand, the currents caused by the obstruction 
presented by the hull had cut a deep channel on 
each side of her, and the vessel's weight had been 
gradually crowding out the sand from beneath her, 
till she had sunk and imbedded herself to a consid^w 
nble depth. This operation, so familiarly known to 
seamen under similar circumstances, I was ignorant 
of before : but though unfavorable to a vessd^s geUing 
off again when thrown upon the sand, it often secursB 
the lives of crews and passengers. At length they 
were prevailed upon to launch their boat ; and when 
they were informed of their situation, tliey became 
quite calm, and began to Icmd their passengers, of 
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whom there were tbiity or fartji who had come to 
settle in Texas. 

From the darkness, the thickness of the weather, 
and their ignorance of the coast, the Captain had 
been under an apprehension that he was on a, shoal, 
(for he had not been able to see the land distinctly,) 
and had been throwing things overboard for three or 
four hours. We did what we could to aid the land- 
ing of the passengers, taking the women and children 
first; and worked in the water for a full hour. 
Having at length seen them all on shore, and finding 
we could be of no further service immediately, we 
proposed to return home to breakfast The Captain 
had informed us that his vessel had sprung aleak, 
and the waiter was in the cabin. This, added to her 
position, convinced us that she was lost, and there- 
fore there remained but one course to be pursued, 
which we tdd them they must adopt without delay. 
This was to build a large hut on the land, make 
themselves as comfortable as possible, and take such 
measures as they could to get to Anahuac, whither 
they were bound. 

We returned home tired and hungry, taking in 
our way the remains of the cider, tHe onions, and a 
bottle of vinegar, which, added to our breakfast, (or 
rather dinner,) of raw salt pork were highly relished 
on arriving at our hut, about noon, after fiusting all 
the morning. In a short tipie we set off again for 
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the wreck, leaviog the Mtxieaas and FreDchmeQ^ 
as we thought they (xmU do no good, and they were 
very dbedieot Co all our directioiu^ 

Happily there were among the passengers in the 
vessel two very good carpenters, whose services pro- 
ved highly important in constructing a habitation, 
while materials were obtained in abundance, from 
those brought out for the erection of buildings. We 
rendered them what assistance we could ; and they 
soon had pitched several tents, made of sails ; and 
producing such provisions, utensils, &c. as they could' 
conveniently come at, began to find themselves in a 
Situation comparatively comfortable. The ship's 
cook, a lai^e negro, was particularly active during 
the day, for abstinence and fatigue had rendered 
his vocation doubly important. This fellow, who 
was strong and quite skillful in his profession, bore 
the name of Greneral Midnight, and sometimes ren* 
dered us also obliging services. On our return home 
at night, we took with us several men who had no 
accommodations as yet provided for them ; and in 
the morning, according to arrangements made with 
the Captain, furnished several barrels of flour and 
some other articles which we had saved from the 
New Orleans vessel, in exchange for objects more in 
demand with us. 

The poor Frenchmen, whose property they had 
been, seemed rather sorrowful as we rolled the bar- 
rels to the boat, but I must do them the justice to 
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say, that ihej oflhrad no objectkm. They must 
have realized tlie circamstances in whkh we were 
jdaced. In the first place, they doubtless owed us 
their lives ; then, it was to be recollected, we had a 
legal daim to most of the ptopexij for salvage ; and 
thirdly, after having done all in our power for their 
comfort, by sharing house and food with them, neces- 
sity required a sacrifice of some of the remaining 
goods for things of which we all stood in equal 
need. 

Things went on wdl at the wreck, and, ev^ 
visit we paid to the spot, we found /K>me new im- 
[nrovement All were anxious to remove as soon as 
possible : but as yet it was difScult to fix on any 
plan likely to be soon carried into efiect Finding 
how skiUful the carpenters were, and having ascer- 
tained that they were boat-builders also, I recom- 
mended to them the construction of a boat to transport 
themselves to Anahuac with their took, which were 
very valuable. I was confident that no other means 
eould be obtained without expense, and that the 
boat would command a good price at any time. 
Among these unfortunate people, thus cast on shore 
in a strange land, I had every day occasion to reflect 
on the advantages of a practical education. Here 
was a body of men almost entirely dependant for 
their comfort on two of their number, though some of 
them perhaps had been trained in early life in a more 
expensive manner, and with superior expectations. 
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Actively engaged, and sensible of rendering them- 
selves useful, these two were among the happiest of 
the entire company, while they enjoyed the gratifi- 
cation of knowing, that they should find abundant 
and profitable employment at the first settlement 
they might reach. 
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We had now been a fortnight on the coast, during 
which we had such constant and varied occupation 
as scarcely to think of Anahuac, or of what conclu- 
sions our friends there would be likely to form con- 
cerning the cause of our absence. We had propo- 
sed but a short excursion of two or three days at the 
utmost, and they knew that our provision was small, 
and our boat frail. If we had reflected, we might 
have presumed that their anxiety would be highly 
excited. But we did not reflect on the subject ; and 
were at first much surprised when we saw, three or 
four days after the wreck of the Climax, two boats 
arrive at our habitation, with several men from Ana- 
huac, who had come with long faces to inquire after 
us, well persuaded that we had perished in the bay 
of Galveston, or the Gulf of Mexico, where they 
supposed we had been exposed in sounding the chan- 
nel. They met us with joy, and we received them 
with astonishment, until we began to reflect, when 
their anxiety appeared both natural and friendly. 
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One of the boats belonged to the Land Company, 
and the other to Colonel Bradburn — a flat vessel, 
v^hich he had built in the province, and sent down 
under command of one of Lafitte's old pirates. 

The appearance of the boats from the interior was 
gratifying to the colony on the coast below us : but 
they soon realized that they would have to pay a 
high price for a conveyance to Anahuac : Col. Brad- 
burn proposing to charge for the freight of articles 
from the wreck twice as much as they paid for 
bringing them from New-York. The carpenters 
found that the advice they had followed was very 
good : for they had b^un to build a boat of mate- 
rials partly picked up on the beach, and partly taken 
from the vessel. They had shown every disposition 
to be guided by my opinion : for they had brougl^ 
out letters to me, and knew that I had some knowl- 
edge of the country^ while they had none. 

That day we were served with a feast of peculiar 
delicacy : for having been out with our guns, we had 
obtained a great number of birds and water fowl, 
and committing them to the care of General Mid- 
night, they made a fine addition to the simple food 
which the stores afforded. The people around us, 
newly arrived in that fertile country, viewed the 
abundant game on the Prairies with as much surprise 
as we had done, and considered it a great feat to kill 
two ot three brace of ducks in the course of a morn- 
ing ramble, while to us it was rather a piece of 
14 
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condescension to spend our powder on them. The 
cdonistSy who during the storm had regarded the 
coast on which they were throwa with so much 
apprehension, had been so much struck with admi- 
lation at the appearance of fertility and beauty in 
the landscape around them, that they had contem- 
pls^ making a settlement somewhere near the spot 
where they had pitched their tents : but the account 
they now heard from our visiters made them xelin* 
quish this idea, and turned all their attention to other 
subjects. 

Thinking we were in some pleasure bound to 
rdieve the anxiety of our friends at Anahuac, I sei 
off the next morning, with the Captain of the Cli- 
max in his boat, as he was going to make arrange- 
ments for the sale of the wreck and cai^, being 
uncertain whether they were insured <Mr not. We 
were accompanied by one of the boats which had 
come down, and had a prosperous passage of sixty 
miles to Anahuac. , There I met with Mr. Heyne, 
(whose house I had visited before, as the reader will 
recollect;) and as he wished to purchase asailfor his 
boat which he had brought with him from Old 
RiTer, he invited me to return with him to Point 
Bolivar, which I cheerfriUy acceded to. 

On our way down Galveston Bay, as night ap- 
proached, we found ourselves neax a small island 
which I had noticed on the passage up, on account 
of the remarkable number of birds which were 
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constantly flying over it Mr. Heyne, who was well 

acquainted with every spot in this regioOi prq)08ed 

to spend the night on the little island. The mooa 

was shining bright when we approached it, and I 

observed that it was overgrown with shrubberyi 

intermingled with prickly pears, about six feet high. 

The croaking and other notes of birds convinced me 

that the island was no less a roosting place by night 

than a resort by day. My older companion, with all 

the familiarity of experience, immediately began to 

prepare for supper, assisted by his son, about nineteen 

years of age, whom I did not mention before ; while 

I took the old man's gun, which was very long, and 

walked round to the opposite side of the land. 

There I wias astonished to find a multitude of fowl, 

generally white, roosting on the shrubbery, so thickly 

standing side by side, that it seemed almost like a bank 

of snow. After observing them for a time, as closely 

as the moonlight would allow, I discharged my heavy 

loaded old gun into the midst of them, thinking I 

might thus easily secure an abundant breakfast for 

our little party. But the confusion with ^hich I 

thus surrounded myself perfectly dismayed me 

Hundreds, indeed I think I might say thousands of 

birds instantly flew up, with such a fluttering, and 

screaming, and yelling, that no scene of noise and 

hubbub I ever witnessed could be at all compared 

with it. I was now in the very midst of such a 

crowd of fowls as I had before only seen from a dis 
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tanoe ; and they must have their organs of bearing 
very diflferently hung or regulated from mine, or they 
never could put up with the company of each oCber. 
After I had recovered from the first stunning caused 
by their unspeakable din and confusion, I began to 
leave the spot, and was glad to find mysdf soon in 
the company I had left, and to hear their voices at 
some little distance, as they gradually ceased their 
various notes, and began to settle again upon their 
roosts. 

Our supper was already on the highway of prepar- 
ation, under the care of Mr. Hejrne, who was making 
the best use of the materials at his command, and 
soon presented me with one of those fine cups oi 
coffee which I almost invariably met with in Texas. 
Drawing up and turning over our boat, spreading 
our blankets upon the ground, and wrapping our- 
sdves in our cloaks, we then lay down ; and the 
tHrds and ourselves, I believe, were silenced by a 
sound sleep in as short a time as I have taken to teU 
of it. As usual in those times, I scarcely waked at 
all un^ early morning, and then rose refi^eshed and 
in fine spirits. Not doubting that the dd gun had 
done some execution on the preceding evening, I 
determined to pay a visit to the spot : but I found 
objects of wonder before I arrived at it 

I now perceived, on looking more closely around 
me, that the little island, which had a loose, stony, 
sandy soil, was almost covered with bushes about 



y Google 



TO TEXAS. 



169 



six feet in height, which grew so thick as to be often 
impeoetrabie by man, though abounding with birds 
of different kinds, which traversed the ground be- 
neath with great freedom. The mpet animated 
scene surrounded me : for wherever I went and on 
whateverjside I looked, every bush and almost every 
twig seemed to be occupied by feathered tenants of 
some size and description or other. On reaching the 
spot where I had fired into the bushes the evening 
previous, I was not surprised to find that my shot 
had taken effect : but I was astonished to see about 
twenty water fowl lying dead upon the ground. 
These were generally birds of considerable sizoi 
though some of them possessed only superior longi- 
tude : for among those I picked up were bodies no( 
bigger than a small duck's mounted on legs meas«^ 
uring a foot and a half below the knee. Almost all 
of them had plumage abundant and white, or bor- 
dering on pink, and necks long enough to keep up ai 
connexion with the earth. I showed my prizes to 
my experienced companion, who inmiediatefy con« 
demned the whole lot as good for absolutely nothing ;, 
and they .were of course rejected. 

We proceeded a little further among the bushee^ 
when we found the birds multiplied beyond any 
thing I had ever imagined. Their nests were plaped 
so near as almost to touch each other, the ground 
was half covered with eggs of different colors and 
rizesi which had fallen out} and the chattering 
14* 
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every where was almost deafeniag. There was 
something peculiar in the growth of the bushes, 
which were generally of an uniform height, and at 
once so flat on the top and so strong, that after get- 
ting up I could walk upon them for several rods, six 
feet from the ground. There were multitudes more 
of nests to be seen, built side by side, while on the 
interior and lower boughs every spot seemed occupied 
which was capably of sustaining the habitation of a 
large bird or a small one. Notwithstanding the 
confusion of sounds, of arrangements and of occupa- 
tions among those busy creatures, no collision seemed 
to take place in business, and no jealousies were 
betrayed by neighbors. My comrade explained the 
reason for so many eggs being found on the f^and, 
by telling me that the season of hatching had been 
for some time past. This was confirmed by the 
abundance of young foWl every where to be seen on 
the ground, and in many of the nests, as well as by 
the worthlessness of the few first eggs which we 
gathered and broke. The variety of appearance 
among the birds was increased by the number of 
young ones, some of which were very unlike the 
parents, and others seemed to be of double their 
size. In some instances a chick or two would be 
seen:,, too youug or too lazy to take care of them- 
selves, yet filling alone brim-fuU a nest as laige as a 
crow's, befcre they had ever left home. 
Mr. Heyne began to collect some of the eggs^ 



y Google 



TO TEXAS. 171 

saying he could distinguish the good ones, and had 
tBOon gathered several hatfolis, which we took to the 
boat. Most of these were of good size, but those 
we saw varied from the size of a robin's egg to that 
of a duck's. 

On arriving at Point Bolivar we found aU well; 
and on proceeding to the wreck learnt that arrange- 
ments were nearly made for selling the vessel and 
cargo at auction. The various articles of merchan- 
dise, sails, rigging, furniture, &c. were collected in 
lots; and the sale at length commenced: several 
persons from Anahuac, and some of the passengers 
aj^pearing as purchasers. The prices were, on the 
whole, about as favorable as could have been ex- 
pected under such circumstances. 

Here we now found oui-selves, surrounded by more 
companions in misfortune. The emigrants in the 
Clitnax, whose arrival had been apprehended rather 
than desired, under existing circumstances, had now 
come, to experience the overthrow of all their hopes, 
and to add to the inconveniences and trials of those 
who had preceded them. It was painful to witness * 
their disappointment in learning the state of things^ 
now so fiimiliar to ourselves \ and to anticipate what 
lay before them. The general agent of the Land 
Company had eome in the Climax ; and on learning 
the facts made up his mind to return to the United 
States. This object he effected in a vessel which 
offered him a passage a few days aft^r his arrival,, 
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while the other agents were left to render the new 
emigrants as comfortable as they could. 

The carpenters now found their prospects ^among 
the brightest of all the passengers. They had com- 
pleted their boat in two days, but it was so strong 
and large that they transpcHted several passengers 
to Anahuac in it, beside carrying all their own 
property. On our arrival there, they applied to 
me to find them a purchaser for it; and my old 
.comrade, Mr. Heyne, was glad to get it for fifty 
dollars. Their skill was soon in high demand : for 
in that country, where land is so cheap and pro- 
ductive, the climate so favorable and game so abund- 
ant, men soon lose the disposition for labor, and 
workmen of all kinds are generally very scarce. 
The agents of the Land Company now needed 
temporary accommodations for the settlers who had 
come in the Climax ; and the carpenters were soon 
at work, building shanties on contract, and in as 
good spirits as auy men I ever saw. And so success- 
ful were they, with other jobs also, that in two months 
they made about six hundred dollars. 
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Anahuac. — ^Recapnure of my white mustang.— Departure for Bra^ 
Eoria. — An old ferrymiUi and a muBtang.-^Rich Prairie scene.-^ 
Influence of Climate.~Scarcit7 of mechanioa.-— Winfrey's. 



As we approached Anahuac, we discovered many 
of the inhabitants assembled on the shore, awaiting 
our arrival : it being a rare thing to witness such a 
sight as we presented with our new boat, which had 
been named the Economist's Resource, with sails set 
and flag flying. When we landed, they saluted us 
with three cheers, and received us with other expres- 
sions of welcome. 

One of the first things I did, was to inquire after 
my horse, wtiich had been indulged with a long 
vacation, with those of my companions, on the wide 
and beautiful Prairie. I was informed that one of 
our friends had been out, caught and rode Mm on 
one occasion, but that he had set every other attempt 
to take him, in other cases, entirely at defiance, 
although encumbered with his hobble, which a per- 
son unaccustomed to seeing horses so confined, would 
have supposed must have materially checked his 
speed. I took a walk upon the Prame,^ to see 
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v^iether I could recapture the wild and trickish 
Mttle spirit, by any device or exertion. 

The Prairie looked much more gre^n and fertile 
than when I had travelled upon it in coming from 
the Brazos, the grass had been growing, and the 
leaves thickening their foliage during the fortnight 
which had elapsed; and the variety presented by 
the groves, points, and islands of wood, affording a 
new aspect on almost every side to which I turned, 
was remarkably rich and agreeable. It did not seem 
at all surprising, that a horse, turned out for two 
weeks, on so extensive and fine a pasture, after 
performing a journey, though neither long nor 
wearisome, should be unwilling to resign his freedom ; 
and when I discovered my mustang at a distance, I 
perceived that he had become as much accustomed 
to that mode of life, as I had to living on the seacoast 
He moved with freedom and considerable rapidity by 
bug springs, which was the only manner in which 
his confinement allowed him to go ; and this singu- 
lar gait, which I had not seen for some time, again 
excited my risibility, though I expected it to prove 
the cause of great vexation to me, for I saw not 
how I should be able to overtake the animal if he 
felt, as I presumed, in the humor for a race. Much 
to my gratification, however, on perceiving me, he 
stood still, and watched me closely for a Uttle time, 
and then began to approach, evidently recognizing 
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me, and recollecting, as I suppose, my old ^Bippd 
hat, which he had been accustomed to, and which I 
still wore. 

On reaching the village, I took him to a blacksmith 
to be shod ; but the man was half drunk, and so 
much afraid of the little horse, which had a wikler 
look than usual, and seemed all the time ready to 
(day some tric^or other, that be stood off, and would 
not come near enough so much as to handle his fe^ 
Even after I had confined his head by twistmg hii 
nose with a wythe, the blacksmith still kept aloof; 
and could not be induced to attempt paring away 
his hooSy which had been partly broken, and greatly 
needed it. After cutting it away with my jack knift^ 
I got his foot in a better condition, and then began 
to think of proceeding on our journey to the north- 
west 

On the 30th of April we left Anahuac for Brazoria, 
by the way we came, viz ; round the north eastern 
corn^ of the bay of Galveston. The shallowness 
of this large sheet of water, particularly along the 
northern part, and at the mouths of the rivers which 
there fall into it, is much to be regretted, as it must 
greatly interfere with the conv^iience of settlers, and 
deny most of the advantages afforded by navigable 
waters, unless means should be found to cut through 
the bars. While we were at Anahuac, the Compa- 
ny's agents had often to suff^ inconvenience from 
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the grounding of their boat in proceeding to and 
from their fstrm. 

When we reached the crossing place on the 
Trinity river, we found that Mr. Heyne had cut 
down the bank, so as to render the descent to the 
shore convenient, and had his new boat, (that made 
by the emigrant carpenters,) in use as a ferry boat. 
We had therefore no trouble to app(phend from the 
unwillingness of our horses to leave the bank : but 
I felt some apiprehensions about trouble of another 
kind. I recollected the ferry at Brazma; and^ 
although my fears might be unfounded, I thought 
1 would neither confess nor disregard them. I 
therefore requested the ferryman to take my bridle^ 
with as much apparent indifference as I could express, 
which he readily did ; but as soon as he began to 
pull upon it, my white mustang began to scowl and 
Jeer upon him most maliciously, and giving a sudden 
spring flew at him Uke lightning, as if he had in- 
tended to kill him on the spot. The old colonist had 
seen too many mustangs to keep his eye off from 
him for a moment in such a case : (for I learnt that 
this was by no means an uncommon trick among 
the Texas horses,) but stepping aside just in time to 
save his life : " You little witch, you !" he exdaimed, 
as the animal lighted like a fury on the very place 
where he had stood ; while I had difficulty in sup- 
pressing laughter, equally amused at the tricks of 
the one, and the coolness and circumspection of the 
other. 
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On reacbing Mr. Heyne's house, we discovered 
some other travellers a considerable distance before 
us : so stopping only to get a draught of milk, we 
hastened on, and overtaking them, joined their 
company. We had intended to spend the night at 
Winfrey's; and found with pleasure that be was 
of the party. We had to pass, as before, by the 
singular route through a part of Galveston Bay : 
but our companions being familiar with it, we Mt 
no apprehension, and encountered no difficulty. 

We had afterwards to pass over another beautiAil 
Prairie region, where our eyes were refreshed with 
the luxuriant sc^ie presented on every ride. Thei 
grass was nearly up to the horses' knees, and so 
thick and green, that it entirely concealed every 
trace of the black surfoce formed by the burmng 
of the dry plants a few weeks preceding, and wUek 
was in some spots discernible when we passed this 
way before. In some places I observed patches 
covered with sensitive plai^ ; and in oUiers flowers 
were blooming in great variety, whfle we were usu* 
ally the only living objects to be seen. We saw 
occasionally the fine cattle belonging to the forms, 
ranging over their extensive estates ; but in the wide 
intervals between them, we seldom found any thing 
but the birds possessed of animal Ufe. The cattle 
had already begun to show the effects of their im- 
proved pasturage, and were remarkably fot, sleek, 
and vigorous, ranging unrestrained over regions 
16 
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immensely disproportioned even to their great num- 
betB, and grazing to their hearts' content on herbage 
which grew tenfold fester than they could consume 
it Here were diown, in a striking manner, evi- 
dences of the immeasurable resources of the country ; 
and it is not to be wondered at, by any person 
acquainted with the nature of man, that he should 
become indolent on a soil so ready to do all his labor 
lor him unassisted. We had been repeatedly told, 
that industrious men might succeed in mechanic 
arts to almost any extent, because there were none 
in Texas to compete with them ; and the two car- 
penters who came in the Climax, had recited much 
astonishment by their activity at Anahuac This 
they might retain for a time ; but a fiimiliarity with 
such scenes as we now witnessed would probaUy 
soon dampen their zeal, and diminish their love of 
labor. 

At Mr. "Winfrey's fine frurm, and in his mansion, 
so remarkable for its superi(»r neatness and comforts, 
we were again welcomed. His brother-in-law, Bar- 
row, has an estate bordering upon his own« 
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The next m<nmiDg we were accompanied some 
distance on our way by our host, because he assured 
us we should need directions, particularly at one part 
of our route. Having before passed over it with a 
guide, we had not perceived any difficulty. Having 
proceeded some distance, and swum our horses 
across Cedar creek, which, as is common with the 
streams here, is bordered by a thick wood for the 
space of some rods on both sides, we found ourselves 
in a few minutes, on the verge of the broad Prairie 
beyond. From this spot, as Mr. Winfrey informed 
us, our route lay round the head of Goose Creek, a 
small tributary of the San Jacinto. Its course was 
marked by a distant line of woodland, extending 
some miles to the right, where it terminated. He 
iold us that great care would be necessary, to avoid 
loring our way ; and gave many directions, for 
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which we^thanked him, though we considered them 
ahnost lumecessary, because I had my pecket com- 
pass with me, and we had long been accustomed to 
steering by it both by knd and water. The air 
was somewhat thick and misty, and the sky covered 
with clouds ; so that much of the time we might 
be unable to see any of the distant groves or ialaocb 
which were scattered here and there. There was, 
however, the point now in ftiU view, and we had 
taken our direction on the compass ; so Indding him 
good day on the borders of the wood, we proceeded 
somewhat cardessly over the verdai^ and boundless 
lawn that spread before us, in some places I4>parmitly 
to the horizon. What acres, whal miles, what 
leagues square of the most fertSe land were now 
in sight, without a human inhabitant ! And how 
easy would it be fcr a (Granger to become bewildered 
in traveUing over them ! There was not a road to 
be traced, not even the slightest appearance of a 
path, or of a single footsteps If any pamenger had 
taken that course hefon this season, the rank herbage 
had eotirdy obliterated everv evidence of it An 
unhioken sur&ice of grass, inleraiiiigled here and 
there with beautiful flowers, extended on every side 
of us to a grei^ distance : in some places bounded 
by a distant grove or range of trees, and in others 
stretohed &r between pohits and idands of woodland 
till lost in thethickiMss <tf the air. These, howeFer, 
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were often shut out from the view by the thickness 
of the vapor, and there was nothing to vary the 
€R:ene| more than is found in the midst of the 
ocean. 

The idea of straying upon a Prairie for a long 
time, had ere this presented itself to my imagination, 
as a gloomy, and indeed a very dangerous and horrid 
thing. I had heard from different persons accounts 
of such misfortunes, which made me apprehend the 
loss of one's way as a very serious affair. It is often 
said of travellers on the AraUan deserts, and of 
unfortunate mariners on a wreck, that thirst is the 
most distressing evil they have to encounter. And 
this was fully confirmed by some of the tales I had 
heard of wanderers on the Prairies of Texas. In- 
deed I had listened to some, while passing oVet a 
part of this same ground, on my way towards the 
coast. The young stranger who had then served as 
our guide to Anahuac, had entertained me with 
some of his own adventures of this nature. I did 
not mention him particularly before. He was one 
of those mysterious personages whom I met. in 
several places in Texas : men who had seen much, 
and were ready to communicate freely on most 
subjects, but always avoided every intimation con- 
cerning thdr own history. 

.The young man of whom I speak was about 
twenty, evidently one of my ovm countrymen, and 
16* 



y Google 



182 A vtstT 

had received a pretty good education from teachers 
or books, though a very indifferent one from hn 
parents or those with whom he had associated. He 
had been in Texas two or three years, travelled in 
•very part of it, and was famllktr with life and 
manners, objects, places and circumstances in ev^ery 
district. He was then on his way from the San 
Jacinto, and had recently been lost on a Prairie. 
Being alone one day, and travelling where there 
were no landmarks, he became bewildered, and 
sought in vain finr any thing that might serve as a 
guide. He was, I think, without a compass, and 
directed his course wherever his judgement dictated, 
liifing on merely because his only hope was in 
leavmg the {dace where he was. He fortunately 
had a small quantity of provisions with him, hut 
after these were gone, his principal fear was that his 
tobacco would be exhausted before he should find his 
way to some hiMtation : for being a great tobacco- 
chewer, he thought it his only substitute for drink. 
When night came he ifismounted, confined his horse, 
and slept on the Prairie. When morning returned, 
he remounted and punned bis way. 

According to my tfeooHection, he had no gun with 
lum ; and this, I bdieve, was the reason why he 
entertained no expectation of supplying Inmself with 
food. After he h^d wandered, almost hopelessly, I 
know «ii#t how long, to his great joy he struck a 
track, where some person bad previously passed on 
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horseback; aiidqiuckeiiHigbispoce,bepresMd od, 
hoping it might soon lead him to relief. He pro- 
ceeded, however^ hoar after hour, and wao about to 
despair, when he was cheered by the discovery of 
another tmck, which met and joined the one he 
was pursuing. This restored his courage; and 
although it seemed strange that two traveUers should 
have joined company on such a vast and apparantiy 
deserted Prairi^ it was evident that the tracks had 
been recently made, by horses moving at a travellkig 
gait, so that he coidd not doubt that such was the 
feu^t, and that he was not fer behind them. 

He rode on again : but still nothing was to be seen 
^fore him, except the level and open country. And 
thus he spent several hours longer, wondering all the 
while why he could not overtake the strangers, when 
at length he perceived another gratefol sign of man. 
Another track, marked in the grass came up and 
struck the route he wc^ pursuing ; and now he had 
the marks of three horses before him. Now once 
more he spurred his h<»^, feeling as if company and 
relief must be near. Three travellers, it would seem, 
could hardly be travelling t(^»ether aft^ meeting in 
this accidental manner, and all lost like himself: 
some one of them at least, must have known the 
way, it was reasonable to suppose ; and by fcrilowittg 
their traces, he must undoubtedly, before bng, arrive 
at some habitation, or at least some stream. His 
thirst, notwithstanding the tobacco he used, was 



y Google 



184 A T I 8 I T 

Tery diftraisiog, and the hope of fiodiag water was 
highly gratifyiog. 

He had. not, however, gone much fetrther, when 
be perc^ved something on the Prairie he thought he 
had seen before ; and after a short examination and 
a little reflection, he concluded that he must have 
previouiBly passed the spot But how could this have 
occurred ? He had not turned upon his track ; but 
might he not have made a complete circle, while he 
had thought himself travelling in a straight course ? 
Not only this might be true : but the truth suddenly 
flashed upon his mind — he bad been Mowing his 
own tracks for about two days ! Having made 
one circuit, on striking his own route the first time, 
he had imagined it that of a stranger, and followed 
it with the most fallacious hopes, until be reached it 
again and again, in each instance mistaking the 
footsteps of his horse for those of another. 

The wanderer bad trials to undergo after {this 
discouraging adventure, but nothing in bis narrative 
had struck me so forcibly as this part of the story. 
Though he afterwards suffered mcure severely from 
hunger, and particularly from thirst, there was no- 
, thing which seemed to me so dreadful as his situation 
when be made the discovery of his long and useless 
wanderings round and round the Prairie in the same 
wide circle. He reached a habitation at length, and 
obtained water and food ; but the latter partlof bis 
tale interested me comparatively little. 
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The rMoU^ctioa of such a tale was Miougb ia 
make one feel a desire for water, and our ride had 
prepared us to relish a draught. 

We had set out uncoromooly early, that we might 
arrive at our intended lodging place, Mr. Lynch's on 
the San Jacinto, early in the afternoon : the distance 
being thirty miles. We travelled two or three hours, 
as we believed, directly towards the woody point 
indicated, and when we b^an to think we were 
near it, on the deariog away of the mist, it yet ap* 
peared as distant as at first After proceeding some 
time longer, and finding it still apparently retiring 
before us, we concluded that we had mistaken our 
landmark, ex rather that our host had been deceived, 
for the error was too evident to be longer doubted. 
Observing another point of woods towards the left, 
we determined that there must be Goose Creek ; 
and changed our course in that direction. But on 
reaching the {dace after a long ride, we found, to 
wir mortificatbn, no appearance of a stream ] and 
nothing to indioate one in any direction. I went 
into the woods : but though I found some of the 
finest oaks, pines, and cedars I ever saw, some of the 
latter perhaps for sixty feet bare trunks, I discovered 
no water. On comparmg our views too^ we found 
them very contradk^ory ; so that when I proposed 
Id pvooeed 1)d the right, my companion insisted 
that we had erred in travelling too much in that 
diiediott, and strongly urged that we should go 
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to the left. The more we discussed the qoeation 
the more doubtful did we feel ; until we determined 
to resort to the compass for direction : but what was 
my mortification, on searching the pocket of my 
round jacket, where I had put it, to find that it had 
been dropped on the way, probably by the jolting of 
the horse. The sky still continued to be over-clouded, 
so that the sun's place could not be discovered : but 
it was useless to remain where we^were, and we 
proceeded towards the left, and continued to ride, 
though at best quite doubtful of our way. 

I had never been at all prepared for the indescriba- 
ble beauty of a Texas Prairie at this season of the 
year, which I now could not avoid admiring, even 
under such unpleasant circumstances. The wild 
flowers had greatly multiplied, so that they were 
often spread around us in the utmost profusion, and 
in wonderful variety. Some of those which are 
most cultivated in our northern gardens were here 
in full Uoom and perfection, intermingled with many 
which I had never before seen, of difierent forms 
and colors. I should despair of giving my reader 
any adequate idte of the scenes which were thus 
so richly adorned, and through which we often pass- 
ed for acres in extent, breaking for ourselves the 
pnly path perceptible on the whole Prairie. Among 
the flowers were the largest and most delkate I had 
ever seen, with others the most gaudy. Among 
them were conspicuous c^erent species about six 
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inches in diameter, preseniiog concentric zones of the 
brightest yellow, red, and blue in striking contrasts. 
In more than one instance these fields of. flowers 
were not only so gay and luxuriant as to seem like 
a vast garden richly stocked with the finest plants 
and abandoned to a congenial soil, but extensive 
almost beyond limitation : for it was sometimes diffi- 
cult to discover whether they stopped short of the 
horizon. It was singular also that patches were 
here and there overspread by mimosas, which, as 
our horses passed through them, drew up their leaves 
and dropped their branches whenever they were 
brushed by their feet, thus making a withered trace 
on the surface, which was but gradually obliterated 
as these timid plants regained their courage, raised 
their stems again and expanded their withered leaves. 
The plants whose sensitiveness had thus been over- 
come, were rendered distinguishable to the eye from 
others, by the exposure they made of the lower side 
of their leaves when they folded them up : that side 
being of a much lighter hue than the upper. There 
was a phenomenon connected with this striking 
appearance, which I was at the time unable to ac- 
count for, and could hardly credit. That was, the 
shrinking if the deUcate plants a little in advance of 
us, before we had quite reached them. A friend who 
had^ witnessed the same thing, accounted for it by 
supposing that they received a shock through the 
long horizontal roots which connect them together. 



y Google 



188 A VISIT 

One of the first flowers which appears to deck the 
Prairie in the spring, is the Prairie rose, which in 
blossom and fragrance resemble some of our rich red 
roses, though the shrub is quite diflerent As for 
others, I know not what a botanist might make of 
them : but I am certain that many of them would 
be exceedingly admired in our own country, as rich 
and new ; and as to the scenes over which they were 
spread, it is impossible to describe or to imagine their 
beauty and attraction. After looking on the rich 
and ever varying display, I felt a high d^ee of 
pleasure and admiration, so that I thou^t I could 
almost give my mustang his lib^y, throw myself 
on the ground and spend the whde season among 
them. Occasionally too a light breath of wind would 
rise, and blow the mingled perfumes into my fiBtce, 
giving an enjoyment no less pure and refined, and 
most difficult to express. 

Through these vast and splendid r^ons coursed 
occasionally a few deer. We saw several herds of 
six or eight in the course of the day, and some much 
larger. Most of them were accompanied by fawns, 
smooth, red and beautifully spotted, as innocent and 
frisky as young lambs, and like them keeping dose 
to their dams wherever they went W^ found in 
this case as in othera, that we might sometimes 
approach pretty near to them when we came against 
the wind, but they would scent us at a considerable 
distance from the leeward, and bound £bu: away. We 
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alse saw several small droves ci mM mnstaogs ad 
we travelled on, which betrayed greater interest €f 
^iriority towards us. They would start off at tbeic 
dow gallop, with their long moiiis and taib flying, 
while their'thick fedoc^ and foretops gave them a 
wild^ untutored aspect ; and sweeping off in a semi- 
drde to the right or left, seour over half a mile oi 
a inOe of^ the Prcdrie^ and then stop to surv^ « 
until we again approached them. Alter repeadnf 
t^ mancBuvre setwral times, they genenaily cbaagcJ 
th^r course tod disappeai^. These little horses 
ihdugh not ill-formed, a,re destitute of the pecuhat 
beanty and eiegailce W^ieh are attributed to ceitrai 
wikl species of larger size. Th^are also not v^ 
swift : bbt yet are v^y valuable to the infaabiUu^ 
and will doubtless long prove so. 

Theee aiiMiQals were gay and eontenled, b#- 
cat»e they weie at home, on their native soil. Ws 
on die ^4>ntrary, were wandering in uncertainty^ aad 
not without some danger of passing the niglrt in 
the open Prairie. Abdut^ twa o'clock, the diouds 
so ftr cleared away as t0 show us the plaoe of tbt 
sun, which to our chagrin, we found on the wroof 
siife of us. We had now some evidence not only of 
our ^ror, but of the mode of connecting it; andtuio^ 
iiig our h(H*ses, we spurred, theok in the. contrary 
direction, and rode as fa^t as we thought they co^ld 
bear to travd, for an hour and a half or more^ when 
we reached a small sircAm, no doi4H tbs careek w^ 
16 
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hftd 80 long beea m learcb of. Here we took a 
kearty draugbt. A short ride brought ^s to its head; 
and the ttm now shimog out, aed the Prairie beiog 
dear before us,, we pressed on as nearly west as we 
wMy to find the river San Jacinto. 

Two or three hours, more brought us M> tbat 
■tream : but here we were once ^aore at a toss, as we 
knew not whether Lyndi's house was situated above 
or bakxw us. While looking among the trees foe 
•one indication of our route, I heard the well known 
•onnd of a raidesnake, and observed on the groand 
dieJargest and noUest r^ile of the kind I had ever 
teea. I soon despatehed him, with a biaudi of. a 
tree, and found that although-he was five or sis:' fe^ 
kmg, and about six inehes in ^cumferene^ 1^ bad 
but eight rattles ; while one whiioh I had kiUed a 
fcw days brf<Me of hardly half his^ size had thirteen, 
and several other small ones ien or eleven; I thought 
ibis aflSHded some evidence against the common 
opinion that the rattles denote the years, of the ani- 
mal's life. At length we discovered a path whidb 
had been recently travelled : but that afforded no 
informatibn concerning tfae< direction we c^ght to 
take. The Sad Jacinto is bordered there, as in other 
parts, by woodland ; and its current is so gentle that 
I could not perceive that a stick I threw into the 
water moved either way. After som^ hesitation ive 
again took the left hand route ; but after a rapid ride 
of two tioilee, while the evening was coming on, we 
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ftnind « log hut, with' an old woman, who told u^ 
that the house we were in search of was severai 
miles up the river. Having fire or six miles to go, 
although we spurred on impatiently, we were over- 
taken by the darkness, and encountered low and 
swampy land with other impediments, before we 
found our resting place. We had, however, ere this, 
got among droves of cattle, and passed a fence or 
two, by letting down the bars, so that we knew ont 
journey was nearly at an end ; and at length, aftet 
having travelled as we calculated, about sixty miles, 
we were hospitably received and comfortably fed and 
lodged. 

On our arrival at Mr. Lynch's house, we found 
Mr. and Mrs. Burnet, whose acquaintance we 
had formed at Point Bolivar. He had recovered 
his steam boilers, which had been driven into 
the bay and to the land in so remarkable a man- 
ner, and was preparing to erect a house and a saw 
mill on the San Jacinto, near Mr.. Lynch's, of 
whom he had purchased land just above, and with 
whom he and his workmen were temporarily accom- 
modated. I was convinced that he had acted wisely 
in taking a title of which there was no doubt, instead 
of getting one like my own, which he also intimated 
was not worth a farthi^. On this adVantag«B said 
-id be ofiered in this vicinity for the operation <rf a saw 
mill, I ha^e before iemarked ; and I now saw moie' 
of the abundance of fine eyprlMs timber im tbe 
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banks of tbe Saa Jacinto, and tbe.fadikjr a( floats 
log it. 

Cane brakes are common in some parts of Texas. 
They are tracts of land low and often marshy, over- 
grown with the long reeds which we know in the 
Northern States as fishing rods. They are some- 
times found as underbrush in woods and forests, and 
sometimes are not intermingled with trees, but form 
one thick growth, impenetrable when the cane is dry 
and hard. Our way led us the next day through one 
of the latter description ; and such a sight I never 
before witnessed. The frequent passage oi men 
and horses keeps open a narrow path, not wide 
enough for two mustangs to pass with convenience. 
The reeds grow to the height of about twenty feet, 
and are so slender, that having no support directly 
over the path, they droop a little inward, and so n^et 
and intermingle their tops, forming a complete cover- 
ing overhead. We rode thus about a quarter of a 
mile, along a singular avenue, arched overhead, and 
trith the view of the sky shut out. The sight of a 
large tract, covered with so rank a growth of an 
aiinual plant, which rises to such a height, decays 
and is renewed every twelvemonth, affords a striking 
impression of the fertiUty of the soil 

Cane brakes ofien oocur of great eictent. Those 

0f a Joague, indeed of several leagues, are nol uncom- 

^ ami. The largest is that whieb lines the banks ^f 

Cansy Crtek, and is seventy miles ih leogthi with 
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seapcely a tree to be seen in the whole distance. The 
raeds are eaten by cattle and horses in the winter, 
and afiford a valuable and inexhaustible resource of 
food in that season when the Prairies yield little or 
none. At that time they are young and tender. 
When dry they are generally burnt, to clear the 
ground. 

The next morning we set off for Harrisburgh. 
After riding for some time on the Prairie, we saw 
two animals which resembled black dogs jogging on 
before, to avoid us, and presuming .they were wolves 
pursued them at full speed for some time. We 
found them much slower than we had expected, and 
gidned on them so fast, that we must have come up 
with them in a short time, had they not reached a 
wood and so escaped us. Wild turkies repeatedly 
crossed our way a little before us, to which we seve- 
ral times gave ch^se for amusement, and found them 
nKite swift on foot than the wolves, as they could run 
ftbout as fest as our horses. Deer too appeared and 
droves of horses, more numerous than before ; and 
as the flowers seemed more abundant also, the ride 
was deficient neither in animal life nor in vegetable 
beauty. 

Our way was no longer liable to doubt, as there 
was a path, sufficiently beaten to be discerned, on to 
Brazoria ; and we proceeded to Harrisburgh over an 
inegular surface, no less gay with flowers and 
lively with wild animals than that we had already 
16* 
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pasted. At Harrisburgh the saw mill was work- 
ing as lazily as before, although three vessels lay 
la the river, waiting fi>r loads of lumber, for Mexican 
ports. 

We found here the steamboat which was brought 
from New-York to Texas a few years since, by Capt 
Henry Austin, laid up to rot in the San Jaciato. 
She was designed for use on some of the rivers of 
this country, and would doubtless have been service- 
able to the inhabitants, as well as profitable to its 
ovmers, had the country been better settled. As yet 
however the people are Uio few, and the state of 
things such, that they are unprepared to give full 
employment to such a vessel. Mr. Austin, who 
brought the steamboat hither, is one of the remark- 
able members of a remarkable family. He has 
shown great enterprise and spirit of research, in 
some of his voyages to Asia, particularly in that 
during which he travelled up the Euphrates, and 
visited the site of Babylon. The interestiog factt 
he stated oo bb return, have been substantiated by 
more recent travellers. 

Prom Harrisburgh we passed in two days, over 
our former route, to Brazoria. 
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CHAPTER XXI. 



]lnMoria.-^-Ixiterior trade.— Arrival of a carayan.->Oanger8 and dif- 
fienHiea to which the trade is ezpoeed.-*Fa]aa iiapraiaiQiM ooo- 
cemiDg Tezai.~Waiit of roadi. 



Wb found Brazoria already considerably iinpro?ed| 
even in the short time siace we had left it Two 
or three houses had been completed, the first well 
was digging, and the aspect of the place showed that 
labor and pains had been bestowed in clearing away 
impediments and rubbish. As for my little horse, 
he also had returned in better case, so that tricks and 
travelling seemed to agree with him remarkably 
well. He was sent out to feed again from Mr. Aus* 
tin's, to whom I was indebted for all the pleasure of 
his acquaintance, and with whom I now again took 
up my temporary abode. Here I was happy to 
have access to my baggage, which I had left 
bebindi with the exception of a few necessaries ; and 
a traveller in such a country as this sometimes real- 
ises the comforts of a good wardrobe. I enjoyed « 
return tp the place and people, with numbers of 
whom I fek well acquainted ; and was ready lo gt 
back to the United States the first opportunity, with- 
out slayipg to visit any other part of the Qou*try« 
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Having satisfied myself that my money vested in a 
worthless land title had been wasted, and that the 
time I had spent had purchased only the gratification 
of seeing, I felt anxious only to return as speedily 
as possible. No vessel however was in Texas which 
could take me, and nothing remained but for me to 
await the arrival of one, of which we had hopes 
every day. 

A considerable trade is carried on between this 
part of the territory and the interior of Texas, as 
well as the adjacent and even more distant Mexican 
States. I saw one day a row of fifty or sixty mules, 
just come in from the north. They were loaded 
with different artides to such a degree th^t I was 
afltonished at their being able to travel, and compas- 
sionated them when I found how much they were 
worn out by their labors. They were, as usual, 
without bridle or halter, yet proceeded with perfect 
regularity in a single line, except ik)w and then a 
couple of vicious ones were tied together side by side, 
whose tricks appeared to neutralize each other. 
The owners of the caravan, with several hired Mex- 
ican attendants, rode their ipustangs, with their 
etiormous spurs, weighing I suppose at least half a 
pound a piece, with roweb an inch and a hcdf m 
kngth, and lev^ bits of the harshest description, 
aUe to break the jaws of their animals unddr a very 
gtntle pressure. Overseen and directed by such an 
escort, and bowing under the burthen of three hun- 
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died atid «jcty pounds without includiug the pan* 
Aiers, which ware bound on an tight as ahnest to 
0Cop their breath, the {>oor mules £r>rmed a sorrowful 
line; and came up spontaneously in turn, to have 
their girths unbound, and their loads removed. 
They seemed scarcely able to keep upon their feet^ 
a.nd as they successively obtained relief, one after 
GUioiher heaved a long and deep sigh, which it was 
f3ai{iful Co hear, because it provckl that the poor 
brutes bad been worked beyond their strength. 

The drivers of this caravan were anxious to sell 
their horses, which they ofi^ed for six and eight 
dollars a piece, having probably caught most of them 
in the Prairies, or purchased them at trifling prices 
of persons who had not been over particular in 
obtaining them, as tliey bore a variety (rf" marks. 
Their value would liave been considered very small 
to a persoA relurnipg through the region which they 
bad comie from, eertaiilly unlei^ their brands had 
bsen changed : for the owner of a horse may seize 
him under any cin^mstances, if he finds bis mavk 
UfpoQ him, unless it can be proved that be has s(*id 
hhtt« Mules beii^. more u#eful in caravans, the 
owner was not disposed to part with them. ^He had 
been abiaeal five or six months, passii^ through 
Bexar I know not how far into the ioterbr. 

Fromtbe oonversations which I kM on the sub- 
jeci of this intoriiNr trade, I gathered) that the business 
is attended with a variely <rf baztMBds aad daogen. 
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Our countrymen do not readily bring tfa^nselTes to 
look upon inland custom houses as the most rational 
institutions in the world ; and, to men regularly 
engaged in smuggling, it is not surprising that the 
imposts laid by them on goods passing into particular 
towns should not seem the most righteous. At any 
rate these Texas traders complain of the duties they 
are often expected to pay ; of the necessity of feeing 
Mexican officers in order to avoid them ; and espe- 
cially of the inconveniences, expei^e and imprison- 
ment to which they are not unfrequently subject 
when they attempt unsuccessfully to set all at d^* 
ance. The trade is often very lucrative. Dry goods 
from the United States and a variety of li^t articles 
are carried into the interior of the Mexican Republic 
by this route, and sometimes find their way to the 
capital: for being admitted without duty into the 
ports of Texas, to favor the growth of the territory, 
while subject to considerable and sometimes heavy 
duties in the low» ports, they are in great demand 
in the country at good paying prices, that is, at two 
or three times the cost and charges. Tobacco toms 
an article of considerable importance in this trade : 
tobacco, which is contraband in the countries peopled 
from Spain as in Spain itsdf, and here as there long 
the cause c( smuggling and crime. Heavy charges 
lie i^nst this weed: it is here chargeable with 
breaking the ndes of morality, as aiMng tis with 
vioiatiBg tliose of g«ed taaoa^»v«' 
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Bui there are other evik than Uiose above meo* 
lioned, to whieh the overland trader in this country 
is Sable. The caravans are often exposed to the 
attacks of Indians, who sometimes rob and even kill 
the owners. They therefore always go armed ; and 
the ccmductor of one of these expeditions accompan- 
ied by his servants makes a formidable appear- 
^nce« A great part of the attendants being Mexicans, 
however, they are probably more threatening than 
tSbetive, at least if the common opinion of our 
country men who live among them is to be regarded: 
Ibr they hold them in great contempt. The Indians 
afao are generally supposed to be quite ioierior to the 
edonisls in the field, though more valiant and pow- 
erM than the others. The common saying is, that 
five. Indians will chase twenty Mexicans, but five 
Americans {that is from the United Staites of the 
Korth,) will chase twenty Indians. Whether this 
is true or any part of it I cannot decide on personal 
knowledge: but certainly the Mexicans, although 
not vely inferior in size, appear like a timid and 
inefficient race ; and Indktns are generally shot down 
without hesitation, whenever they present a fair 
mark, by any colonist who feels that acrimony 
against them which is 'apt to arise out of a sense of 
exposure to their attacks or ambushes. When they 
wander singly or in smsdl parties -far into the settle- 
ments, however, ch: when they are known to belong 
to certain: tribes, they are iu>t usually treated with 
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unfrieDdlmess, for ihen they are not expected to* do 
injury. Some of them trade barmoQiously at the 
towns, and even, as I have before mentioned, occa- 
rionally with the sea ports. 

The common wages given to Mexican servants, 
are four dcdlars a month : but omt ei this contraet 
abases of a shameful nature too often arise. While 
a servant is in debt to his employer, the customs of 
the country dlow the treatment of the former as a 
slave. He must conthnue the servant of that nm s ter 
until the debt is cancelled. Now the Mexicans b^Dg 
an ignorant, and apparently a harmless 6crt of peo* 
pie, sometimes incautiously receive supplies of eledis 
and other articles from their employers without «oaiit* 
Idg the amount; and as the lattar usually chai^ 
exorbitant prices— for instance a dollar a yard far 
common musiih — the poor fellow is in danger of 
being in debt a considerable sum over and above bfa 
wages. After this k is frequently easy to postpone 
for a long time his discharge. Tmces of such abuses 
are to be found among some of the colonists in 
Texas ; but I was informed that they prevail to a 
great extent in the interior, where some of the wealthy 
Mexicans have fifty or an hundred of their poor ooun^ 
trymen thus subject to them by a very unrighteous 
exercise of power. Things sometimes proceed so 
for, that when one absconds, he is advertised like a 
runaway slave. 
One of the inhabitents of Brazoria with whom 
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I became acquaiotod on my foroier yiaU, I louod 
making preparatioas for a trading joumey* into the 
lAtacior^ mioh as I have described. He took up hiB 
residence here on account df bia heaUb, wbiqh was 
bad in. the United States, but has always been le* 
markably good in Texas. He had engaged the 
8fr?ic68 of one of our enterprising countryi^n, to 
aid, in conducting his expedition to Bexar, and iai 
l^ond into the rqmUic, and gave me a psessiag 
ioiitaljoo to accompany him, which ^ I felt spme 
^ifipmtitm to accept He was preparing packagm 
9t goods fof the backs d xmiles, and calealatfaig( 
wkh aonie reascm, on rsturmng in a few nupthe 
with fiir% specie, perhaps *a itiw. horsesi &3c. ' Specie 
iSf-an knpoiitant vtide in dieretusn iiade : %nt td 
seealefir tbinitamd dottam ia ^dber weafiag desni 
th0 Hesh^f severai good intilesj k a leKon op iH^ 
•f^antages of hank tnotes, or^good bffls ef. exofumge^ 
vbudaLi^ftabia^ua^to eend dlmostai^ iamoont weicaa 
gMiPQ^ CI sheet of pepex, and for singie pdstage^ a^ 

tmf tto WOlW^' \ y > I r ', I ',.' ' •)-; ■;»,'• ^Mi 

.[ I mm now tde9)rou»:^^etmiiin9 to tthe:. Viiiied 
8ta(^ and hdd hoped ibation icaehin^ Bhuioria) 
li might {hea]>'of soma vessel I soon to sail for some ctf 
{m p«irt0w ;Bulointjtbis Ihad beaik disa^aledl 1 
thttcfofe detemaiBBd' to ItiaiDiSan FeUpe^ tti« mtnf at 
gOYenudenti and . prittcipai to\|w ot' Ausliii'i cokmy i 
indeed; the largait town ki all: i Texas'; I ?had' nbl 
^i |Mti4uhdar iaMe^tad;in<i0i6h^to*)eixxu^ 
17 
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before, beomee in se new a coaiHry ywy IMe to to 
be lookei for ki the setdeiiidtits, small and rude as 
Ifaey must neeeesarilj be. The country itself, Vf^ 
the condition and soccesB of the ccrfonists naturally 
attract our chief atuntioii, and to these 1 had paid 
inch regard as circumstances allowed. 

A stmnger looking over a map of Texas, partioD^ 
lady one of the later soi^ might form erroneous 
e|)uuoiisof ttieslateof the^country, fW>m the number 
of plaoBs distingmhed by na«Ms, Uke towne, the 
dmignalion of nme nniles by lines, as if they were 
wtik ibade and bealen toads. The fotmsr, w4tb fetr 
•xcaplionsi are in foct only large ^ectleneiitd ia 
aalic^kxv bemg now the sites of one' or two 
IsouMS ; while the latter are often wsm% tmcldses 
eonnes^ atich as I ha^e desoibed, kid througli Pi«i*> 
rios by the oninpaHs* Itis tnM^ a gieal part <^ this 
oDoatry, (with ihe soMoptfon of the aobnntsdn mn^ 
in the interior,) is so wril fitted by natnter for tfas 
|iannsgs .of trai'siors^ and wen iMr. wi^fone,thas litde 
need ever be done by art except in feirsing end 
biUging slr^nnis; yai when lu traot of eouiCry is 
marksd wilh Iumb cf roads, unely becanso it Is in 
a ooadition to be tmvelled en honsba^ a petMti is 
labb to fonnerronsons oQnclusiolie<on ether ssdB§eelS| 
nocsssorily connoted wilib the existence of nrtificial 
feeds. I waanot siirpdsed,w]th iny knowMge^ 
the country, ^^en efiar hearing that tho font* Aom 
BsMKna to San Fislqpn wns moss travolisd dmn any 
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Other in the colony, I found that it was in many places 
indicated only by marked trees. I had often been 
on routes which maps represent as being well trodden, 
v^here I hi^ net foond. this or afiy other intimation 
to guide pay way. 
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Route from Brazoria to San Felipe.— Plies— Repose in the forest— 
Iini8.-^o0pitality of Texas.— A mound on the Prairie.- Violation 
of ttie emancipation laws. 



I WAS happy to find that two of my friends were 
going to San Felipe : for I found I must spend some 
time longer in the coulitry, and had determined to 
improve a part of the time in making a journey 
thither. There was the residence of Colonel Stephen 
Austin, the founder of the colonies of our country- 
men in this delightful region ; and on the road and 
in that vicinity were some of the oldest of the 
ieitlements. 

We left Brazoria in the afternoon of a pleasant 
day, forming a party of four. Our road lay through 
a forest, as we kept that day along the right, or 
western bank of the Brazos, and on the bottom land, 
as it is called. Ode of our number rode a fine, 
large mule, which showed a vefy unmanageable and 
vicious disposition, and often endeavered to rub his 
master's legs against the trees. It was amusing to 
see him pick out the largest, steer for them, and 
exert himself to get against them. This was pe- 
coUariy inconvenient, as the rider had a negro boj 
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behind Um, whom he was taking with hitn to mU, 
We spent the oi^bt at Mr. Bell's bouse, oo the 
BrasoS) where he found a purchaser. There w«i 
only a house at the spot, though it is called Marion 
on the nemps. 

The route frotn BmaRiria to San Felipe usuaUy 
oeeo^ies Beady three days, espedaUy wbea the roade 
AM in the bad eoBdtebn in whidi we fimnd them ; 
<ar though the dielaBce is not very great, a horee 
ii&veis lather slowly, encumbered with eoaeideraUe 
faaggage, and the tra^elltt b«og Mable to severii 
eavMB of delay, one of which w* eBcoaotered* 
The sircoDd day we left BelKs al an eariy faooff^ 
under the dtreoUon of Mr. Westall, whose eisperienoi 
Ml the country enabled him to guide us wkh advam 
tage« The flies are very topufaieeome at this seaecw 
m. this region ; and wheik the heat came on we foumi 
them intolerable. We hud seen them before, aiul 
oboerred theeflEBctsof their bite on our horses, bol 
Derer m euch numbers as they new preasnted. A 
hundred or more would fasten on each of our anioiale 
Sit oAce, make^a ccmsiderable woimd in a mement, 
and suck the blood abundantly, whfle the poof 
creatures would show marks of extrene pam, and 
wbAnk with dread whenever they felt their tonneutors 
light upon them* It was of little use to drive thent 
off, for they returned hnmediatdiy and repeated the 
bite in another {dace; and sodeep was it, that evdrjr 
spot they had touched was nDaifced with a drsp of 
17* 
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blood. My poor little muBtang* Mag tH^, made 
the most pitiable appearance, being spotted with his 
mm gore, so that he looked almost like a strawberry 
n)an. 

We DOW determined to retreat from the pcrMoatiiig 
tnemy, and entered the woods, where Mr. Weetall 
•iwarad us we sbonkl not be nralested ; aind fNiod 
to our satisikction that theycBd mak leave 4he open 
ground. This is a fitot wdi known to travetters ia 
this country; and it is common to lie by in the 
jbreet during the heat of the day. We found the 
shade i^^reieAbie^ and refreshed ourselves abundanliy 
with r^xise, even much longer than we 4)eBiied : for 
fc was not ooQsiderMt proper to proceed until the aoa 
had got rather low, so that we waited there Av% or 
mt hours. In walking about we found several places 
where hunters faad^ been some months bejRM^ as we 
taw where they had made their fired, tmd tonuned 
the deer they had killed. It proved that they were 
Indians, who about two years before had oome down 
as fur-'as this region after game. 
. There iare devarat tdbes of Indians withitt the 
bounds of Texas. The Comancbes in the N. West 
are ratb«r ncRnenms and very savage. 
' After leaving the woods we saw very few t&^ 
and were surprised that the cootness of approaching 
eirening had produced so sudden and peroeptiUe an 
^fled. The wind akme^ I afterwards fimnd, will 
prerent them from trouUing the traidUer even in 



y Google 



fiat weather. We proceeded on some mitos fioPlNir 
along the Prairie, and saw many deer, and a few 
lierds of w9d horses. Hfifviug now learnt their 
faabir of running in citiclee or semicircles when star- 
tled by passengers, we sometimes set off in different 
directions to meet them in their perambulations. On 
imt occasion I took a coui^ Anther to the lajft thtti 
-mtkj of my ootepafaions, and happened to meet a 
-drove of aboiH n dozen so nearly, that I m%ht hwre 
shot one, if I had had a pistol in my hand. Though 
ev^idently shy, they did not torn or sheer off 4rom 
^tmx regular circuit. Muehto my surprise I found 
at their iiead a fine, large, brindled mule, wUeh 
must hiave stmyed from some plantation,, probata 
years before, tod was now apparently quite wiM. 
The herd followed him wherever he went ; and this 
alone is sufficient (o prove that the speed of the 
mustang is much inferior to that of the ecnnmon 
borse, as the mole is comparatively slow. I spobe 
of shooting horses, for it is not uncommon in this 
country to put a rifle ball through them wheo other 
means of capturing th^n on the Prairies are Hot- at 
hand. The people are so dexterous that they can 
generally shoot through the flesh just on the edge 
of theshouMer without causing a bad wounid or 
much pain^ yet so that the animal will instantly dmp 
as if dead, probably shocked for a momenty and 
conMdenng himedf badly hurt. I have beard ^f 
the same practice being fiometimet resorted io indie 
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SMUiera Siatei, to stop runaway horses, but haw 
MFer seen it. 

The route .we were en^ between Bcazoria and San 
Fdipe, is tba most tntvelled in Texas, and is preuy 
well pitied, with, houses kept as regular mos. 
There is of course less danger of hurting the feelingi 
id^Mij body by offerii^ to pay for lEood and lodging 
Tha4iQ€ortaioty.¥K> bad ofiaa been in, on teaviii^ 
cRir slopping places, wbathar to pay or not, we 
had £iund embarrassing; and we bad resorted U> 
difler^at devioeflto asceriein the humor of our hosts. 
Somistlmts we woi^d put a piece of money into the 
heads of a child, to see how the parent r^i^arded k; 
and if we foaod it f^L likely to be well received, <we 
ooold. easily reclaim iu Now wie regularly calkd 
for our bills On dq>arting, as we freely asked fcnr such 
things as we needed during our sti^. 

Theie is a remarkabte ele>?atiou rising from the 
Itfd surfboe of the Prairie, which we saw on thm 
seoond day of our journey froipa Brasoria,' which is 
iuBoue Cbrou^h that part of the eountry. We first 
distiaguisbed it fmm the distance. of twenty milesi 
when though it aj^ieared like a mere swell of no 
gleat height, was |dainl; perceptible from its contrast 
to the dead and uniform IctoI around it. Oa it was 
skuated a house at which we were to refresh ; but 
hoi we bad a long time to qpend belGfNre we reached 
it At length we reached the place, but aUhough it 
oocqpied^ as I mentioiMd, the sumttot of tbd knoU, 
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it mmt verf dttfihNiIt; to pero^ve any aseeDt to it, 8d 
gvidual aikl so ioHgiiAectnt vms the aw^ of that 
sii^ular elevation. 

. As the Hml^<s&aie on, the flies befan to trouble 
fHsr boreee, and at length we were compelled agota 
to leave the fond and belftke ourselves to a shelter. 
We spent se^mi 'hours, as 6n the previous day, 
pifftly lu an cM ham and.j^mrdy in a shady wood, 
where we enjoyed an exemption ircmi the vexatious 
kieeots wfaieh at that time infested the open ground. 
A person unacquainted with these terrible insects, 
would net eaMiljr be brought to cnedtt the fact, though 
well established attd unquei^nable, that th^y some^ 
thnes destroy the lives of cattle- and horses, by the 
fMiin th^'infiiee afad the bl6od they draw irom their 
veihs. 

It was hearnight before we found it prudent to 
fmntae oiir jourae^^ and then we moved on, asbe^ 
fc^, 6ver Ma perfectly levfel and unifomi surfeee^ 
entirely deittitifte of rocks and stones, as R had been 
ever since we had left Brazoria. 

1 Alight have metftidned, white speaking of the 
hins on this reute, that we found thcto always weB 
Mi[^ed with various and excellent food, and of saeh 
d^^riptions as rhight be* boked for in sifich a 6>untryi 
We had'plertty ot fresh bread; venison, wild tufrk6|f; 
beef, fowls, eggs, nrilk and good coffee; bnd usu« 
ally slept well on comfortable beds. The custom- 
kry prie^ for Dupp^, Edging and breakfost wloi 
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Me dollar^ iodiidiDg the feed of oar hoveee: Ihou^ 
we chose to lake care of theoi oweelTee. At 
of these houses, as in* many of tboee in Texas \ 
etally, we fbwul one or more n^^roes, held as sbtves) 
aHhpiigh the laws of Uexico ferbid il* The Uad^ 
are ignot ant, .the whites are gea^ratty ift fiMror <tf 
slafery and ready to suslaio the n^^ter in his 
usurped authority: the pDevinveis so dwtaQt fireia 
the cafHtal, and had heei^ lor sotne time so littk 
attended to by the goy^onmeol, tbiutthe Um on lUe 
«ib)ea were ineSectnaL 

Negroes are eren publicly spld,; and about this 
tija^ie a c^onist who had a lai^a nuoibcirt. being 
alarmed at,t,he report that a law had been passed ii^ 
Mexico, providing for the ceUection of debts due 
abroad by residents in the republic, advertised mjo/A 
maid ^leiinat auction, though it was considered as 
rather a cover, to his property^ as most of them we^ 
piurchesed. by one of his family connexions, I have 
before i^^ntioned the device, hg whkb one of my 
fellow passengers from New , Orlf^na evaded tb« 
^xican law of epoancipation : vi^ by, gluing his 
negroes to sign a bond promi(|iqg to serve him for' 
piii^y fMne yean;. This man ad^isfd others to 
pursue the same course, and ai^ Ihem in drawing 
^ their papecs« He afterwards sold a number of 
l^is.ow^ negroes to diSerept pui^^ai^enu 
. The morQ-we eopBidered the nature.of the "kniaU'j 
which I I^e befoi:^ menUoped, tJI:ieinoie singular did 
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H appear, tbat it should Ibrtn'socoiispicaous an objeet 
from so great a distance, and thai it shouid foe vidibie,' 
as we were informed it id, thirty miles off from the 
northward. TUb was only a new evidence of the 
evtrente flatness of the great plains of Texas; for 
such phenomena are not unprecedented. One io 
Venezuela is mentioned by Humboldt, which ai- 
tbougii but a few foet high, is seen for many leagues. 

Thei scene at the ion whore we riept was ealireDod 
during die evening tqr thearrividof tbehostsss's stOy 
SB cmerpiifkig man, with hb c^avan of loadsi 
SMileS) and fb«r or fif;i Blexieaii attendants, monntsd 
Kite himteK on mostangs, armed and' eqiiippei after 
the heavy and antiquated fosbiott of the couittry^ 
lis exprened miiok sattsfadaon at his success in tUe 
expedition, though the horses, ot which he liad 
brought back a number bearing different marks, h* 
was anxk)U8 to sell at six and eight dollars apiece. 

On the third day of our journey we passed several 
honsee, as we had d<Mie before. The colonists live 
much as those whose estates I have heretofore de> 
scribed, and their estates usually bear a general 
resemblance to them. Great quantities of cattle are 
raised on the Prairies and bottoms, but there were 
changes perceptible in some of the products of the 
soiL 

We were forced by the flies to waste several hours 
in ?est on the third day abo, so that it grew dark 
before we could see any thing of San Felipe. Soon 
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afterwards, however, the lights of that town made 
their appearance befnre us, though it wi» still, as we 
afterwards leamt, at a great distance. It is surprir 
sing tbi^ th^y should have been yiaible so far off: 
foe we rode several hours directly towards them, aini 
koeping them con^antly in Tiew, before we. reached 
the place. The Praine being uninterrupted by even 
the slightest variation of the suiface, and clear <^ 
shrubs as well as trees, iia obstacle was jaterposed; 
aad,as wehad no means for juc^^mg.gf the dtstenm^ 
we were deemed in a mortifyii^ manner coQcennag 
dM length of way which still lay betee us. Of all 
tiMSoiM rides I ever took this posved deeadedly the 
most eo ; and as we prsssed anxionsty on, and tfo 
gUmmering liglits seemed to retire befora in, ve 
M^t almost have thought we were destined nettf 
Is reach them. 



y Google 



CHAPTER XXIII. 



San Felipe.— Siraogen of different characteri.— State of locktj.- 
Govemment— -Situation of SanFeUpe^^Tradeu 



At l^:kgUi we arrived at Saa Felipe; and learnt 
diat one reason why we had seen the lights so Air, 
was the deration <^ the/ ground on which the town 
k situatdd. We found there were two puMic houses 
in the plaee^ and stopped at Wfaitehouse's, where we 
lodged. In the morning we had an opportunity id 
look around us. 

. San Felipe de Austin, (St Philip)) e^nds on the 
west bank ot the Brazos, at the head of boat navi- 
gation, and on ground about 40 feet above the 
rar&oe id the water when at its usual level From 
(he nature of the country where the river rises, and 
the he^tof the banks, the floods rise h^e at par- 
ticuhn* seasons thirty feet. The shores are broken 
sand banks, quite steep, and destitute of soil and 
trees on the immediate margin of the stream, ta 
well as greatly defident in beauty. The vfflage, as 
witti naturally to be expected, presented nothing fine 
or particularly interestingi It contains about fifty 
houses, all built of logd, except one, which is framed, 
and very comfortaUe. About a mile distant is the 
18 
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residence of Mr. Williams, the secretary of CoL 
Austin, from whom are obtained the land titles 
conveyed to settlers. Several wagons and other 
carriaf!^ which I observed in the street gave an air 
of business and thrift which I had not before seen in 
Texas. 

At the inn I found twenty or thirty men who bad 
come from different quitrters in pursuit of places to 
settle. These persons, conmionly called land-han- 
tevs, were almost all from the United States, and 
generally from the South Western States. I saw 
one, however, who had come from Ohio,.ittid was 
inquiring for a tract \}a which he might undertake 
with advantage the raising of sheepi Among these 
strangers 1 found a number of very intelUgent men i 
but I learnt that a portion of them had fled from 
justice, or as they chose to. call- it, from law, in iheit 
own country. It is a wdil known fact, that a con-- 
sidefable proportion of our countrymen who are found 
in Texas, are of this character. I saw at the break- 
fast table one morning, an)ong those who wdre seated 
with me, four murdecers wJio had sought safety in 
this country ; and a gentleman assured me, that on 
one occasion, he had set down with ^ven. 

Men of this description often made the cause of 
their emigration the subjea of conversation, and 
always spoke of themselves i» having been unfor- 
tunately placed in .circumstances in which it was 
necessary \o violate the laws, while they admitted no 
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<niniinaiity in their conduct. Duelists, of whom I 
have seen a consideraUe number, always represented 
themselves as having been so situated, that they 
vrere compelled to shoot an antagonist to save their 
own lives. Desha, the son of a governor of Ten- 
nessee, who fled for murder, died a little before my 
arrival, confessing his crimes. So accustomed are 
the inhabitants to the appearance of fugitives from 
justice, that they are particularly careful to make 
inquiries of the characters of new-comers, and gen 
^ally obtain early and circumstantial information 
concerning strangers. Indeed it is very common to 
hear the inquiry made : " what did he do that mad^ 
him leave home?" or "what have you come to Texas 
for ?" intimating almost an assurance of one's being 
a criminal. Notwithstanding this state of things, 
however, the good of the puWic and of each individuid 
is so evidently dependant on the public morals, that 
all appear ready to discountenance and punish crimes. 
Even men who have been expatriated by fear of 
justice, are here among the last who would be dis- 
po^ to shield a culprit, guilty of a crime against life 
or property. I can say more; for, if I may judge 
fmti evidences of general honesty and confidence 
between man and man, I should think money would 
be as safe without look and key as in our own coun* 
try. I am confident that if stores were left in 9om% 
parts of the United States without a watch and ex^ 
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posed as many are in Texas, they would be robbed 
one of the first nights. The province haying been 
until reoently left without any regular courts, and 
being still very imperfectly provided for in this way, 
the inhabitants have thought it necessary in many 
cases to take the administration of punishments for 
public crimes into th«ir own hands. Their inflic- 
tions, if not always the most just or judicious, are 
very apt to prove eflScacious. In Brazoria, about the 
time of my visit there, a man strongly suspected of 
robbing a store, (and probably guilty,) was taken, 
whipped and cropped without judge <»r jury, and 
turned off to find his way out of the country as be 
could, but without any resort for satisfaction if be 
had been innocent. 

In civil causes a process not > less mmfde, but far 
more amicable and humane, wa^ for a time pur- 
sued, especially in the infancy of the colony. I 
heard it spoken of as a thing within the knowl- 
edge of every body long efiough a resident of 
the country to remember it, that when differeiices 
arose between men about property, the custom 
was to refer it to Qolooel Austin, who merited and 
eqjoyed the entu^ confidence of the inhabitants. 
In cases oi peculiar stubbornness, or pasdon on 
one side, such as often hurry men into violent, 
protracted and expensive laW suits, he repeatedly 
eflSM^ted a reconciliation and arrangement by skting 
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for an hour oo a log with the excited party, and 
conversing in such a manner as to allay his pas* 
9ions, and convince bis judgment. 

There is now at San Felipe an ayuntamiento, 
or council, an alcalde, or chief civil officer, and 
several persons of some education who perform the 
part of advocates, much on the principles of the 
laws of the United States. Men accused of high 
crimes are however made over to the Mexican au- 
thorities, at the seat of government of the state of 
Coahuila and Texas. ^ Two men w^e now at San 
Felipe under a charge of murder, under keeping 
and restraint, but were allowed to move about the 
village. 

A few native Mexicans are settled in this part of 
the province, and I witnesised one afternoon a Span- 
lah fandango danced in the open air by a party of 
these people^ evidently of a low class. There was 
nothing worthy of particuliu: remark in the style of 
the performance ; cmd the music, which was that of 
a violin, was poor indeed. A billiard table is publicly 
kept in the place, and found [layers even among 
such a liputed population. 

The situation of San Felipe struck me as agree- 
able, as the country near it is a little varied in its 
forn^. My impressions were however doubtless 
increased by the fact that I had long been familiar 
with the unvaried and tiresome level of the. Prairies ^ 
The land was also vari^ated with visible divisions, 
17* 
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in the Tillage, to mark the bounds of private prop* 
eriy. Keel boats occasioDaliy pass to Brazoria, for 
the coDveyaDce of freight : but the inconveQieace of 
this navigation is so great, that the land route id 
generally preferred, though that is laborious and 
expensive in the present state of the country. The 
banks of the river are formed of soft loam, which 
lenders poling boats very diScuit; and in seasons 
when the waters rise, the current is very deep and 
rapid. It is probaUe that small steamboats will 
hereafter be introduced with great advantage on the 
Brazos. The water of this stream is always tarbid, 
and particularly so when the floods are high. 

There were several small stores in San Felipe, 
tfieir stocks of goods being brought from New Or- 
leans through Brazoria, chiefly by land, as before 
remarked. Most of the inhabitants of the town 
have lands in the vicinity : the terms offered by the 
Mexican Oovemment through the empresarios, here 
as well as elsewhere in the province, being extremely 
tempting, to those who can submit to the laws of the 
country. Here were many persons who had come 
into possession, with good titles, of beautiful es- 
tates, merely for occupying them, and paying the 
expenses of surveying, recording &c., alt(^ether not 
exceeding one hundred and fifty dollars. Single 
men are thus found, in the enjoyment of their quar- 
ter leagues: more beaqtifcil ^nd fertile, as well as 
more extensive than some old &mily possessions oi 
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Europe, which have been objects of envy from age 
to age ; and by merely becoming a married man, each 
is entitled to an addition of three times as much 
more, instead of becoming by that itieasure, as in 
many other parts of the world, almost of necessity a 
beggar. 
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San Felipe.— SetUement— Terms of the graot to CoL Austin. — 
Protestant* excluded by law.~A Roman Catiiolic Priest baptising: 
and marrying Protestants.— A Caravan.— No roads north of Saa 
Felipe. 



The settlement of San Felipe was commenced in 
1824 by Colonel Austin. His father, Moses Austin, 
who, as it would appear, first formed the project of 
introducing settlers from the United Stat^ into 
Texas, was a native of Durham, Connecticut. Mrs. 
Holley mentions, in her "Letters on Texas," that 
he first proposed to attempt something on this subject 
in 1819 : and in 1821 was authorised by the Span- 
ish authorities in Mexico to introduce three hundred 
families into Texas. In conseque;ice of fetigues and 
exposures incurred during his journey through the 
wilderness fi'om Bexar to the United States, however, 
he soon after died, leaving an injunction on his son. 
Colonel Stephen F. Austin, to prosecute his plans. 
He commenced a settlement on the Brazos river in 
December, 1821 ; but the cobny suffered extrenie 
want from the loss of the two cargoes of provisions 
sent out for them firom New Orleans. One was lost 
on the coast, and the other was taken after landing 
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by the Indians. They lived £Mr some time oo the 
mustangs they killed on the Pndries, and are said to 
have eaten about one Imndred of them. Indians, 
belonging to several tribes, at that timd occupied the 
country around them, and constantly exposed them 
to danger. In 1824 Col. Au^in was required to 
make a jcHirney by land to Mexico, to get the appro* 
bation of the republican government iq the progress 
of his colony ; and in the existing state of the coun* 
try ran many risks, during a journey of twelve 
hundred miles. Having succeeded, h6 returned: but 
found that many of the settlers bad gone back, and 
that others who had! come out to join him, had estab- 
lished themsdves ki Nacogdoches and the Trinity 
river. Since that time the colony has been increas- 
ing ; and its success has gradually made known to 
the citizens of the United States sornething of the 
advantages of ihe soil and dimate, and attracted 
many settlers, particularly from Tennessee, Alabama, 
Kentucky, and other southern and western states. 
It is strakige, however^ that the pecutiar terms on 
which > settl^nients are invited and allowed by the 
Mexican laws should have been unknown to do 
great an extent among us, and that so much should 
have been, overlooked and so much presumed. upon 
without inquiry or proper investigation^ 

Cdond Austin, in obtaining the autliority to pm* 
cure settlers for his grant or colony as it is callsd, 
acquired no right lo the soil, but only the powers of 
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an agent for the government, to give titles to settlsfs 
on condition of oocupancy, and the right of having 
@ve leagues for every hundred settled under bis 
direction, without expense to the government. His 
pof>ition, however, has secured other advantag^es to 
himself, and he has now as I understood, become 
prqmetor of many valuable tracts of land in diflferent 
parts of the province: lirst, by locating his five league 
tracts, and secondly, in the following manner. Th^e 
have been not a few settlers who found it impoBsiUe 
to pay even the hundred and fifty dollars charged as 
expenses on each grant to a settler; and in advancing 
it for them, he has often taken -a lease of the ladd 
for ninety-nine years. I was informed that he had 
now about seventy leagues, for some of which he 
had refused three dollars an acre. These leagues, it 
will be remembered are Mexican, and equal to foit]^ 
four hundred and twenty acres and a fraction, Eng- 
lish. 

The principal objection to becoming a c(^onist in 
this country, arises out of the intolerance of the laws. 
Protestants are not allowed to have places for public 
worship, and the l^itimacy of no marriage ceremony 
is acknowledged iinless performed by a Roman Cath- 
olic prie^ Under the government ^then existing, 
viz : that commonly called the usurpation of Busta- 
menie, there w^re no hopes of any improvement in 
this respect, as the interests of the nation were oppo- 
sed to those of the rulers, whose chief supporters 
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^ere the EwopeaDs and the cterical aad aristocradcal 
natives. It ia however generally bdieved by experi- 
eticed and intdligent men in our own country, that 
the Roman Catholic system is by nature inimical to 
republicanism, and that both cannot have at once the 
ascendency* Some of the most patriotic and expe- 
rienced among the Mexican and South American 
statesmen axe also known to have adopted the same 
opinion, after having seen a long and disastrous 
contest between these two systems. The clerical as 
well as the papal power has been impaired in Mexico; 
and if they are eveir so far overcome as to permit the 
establishmafit oi religious toleration, the principal 
ot^ction against ibrming settlements in Texas will 
be removed. Until that time arrives, this objection 
will appear to many persons decisive. 

One day during my stay at San Felipe, I witnessed 
a ceremony which would have been regarded as a 
very extraordinary thing in our own country. A 
Roman Catholic priest had arrived there, on a tour 
oi vfeitation through the colony, and offered to per- 
foma baptiaralal and marriage ceremonies for all who 
might wish to, receive theur. Having been invited 
where he was to receive applications and administer, at 
a particular house in the village, I attended with two 
or three friends, to see what would be done. Several 
settlers from the United States, who I knew had no 
inclination in favor of Roman Catholicism, and 
though they had received a Protestant education, 
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pretanted IbetiueLves fiir baptb m. These, as I had 
reosQD to beUe^ actsd merely on a wish to reoom- 
meiid themselves to the fiivor of the government. 
Several aft^rwaids came with their wives, and were 
married again, lest the Iqfality of the Protestant 
ceremony should not be acknowledged, and stand as 
a bar between their descendants and their estates. 

The friest stated that he had married about five 
and twenty in one eventng in some place in the 
country, where many colonists. had a36eml)led on 
thndy notice being given of his visit He was a 
joDy looking old man, with very little of that sedate, 
venerable or even intelligent aspect! which we asso- 
ciate with an aged * minister in out country. He 
diowed some inclination to jest on the occasion. 
One of the young m^n who was standing risady for 
baptism caught my eye, and smfled. '' Tou must 
not laugh,'' said the dd man, <<if you do you will 
always afterwards be laughing christians: if you 
are sober now you. will be sober christians all your 
lives." 

One day my attention was attracted in San Fe- 
lipe by above fifty mides, composing a caravan which 
had just arrived from somewhere to the northwest 
They were under the. charge of eight or ten men, 
who were principally Blexicans, and some of them 
tall and large. The ponderous saddles and packs 
seemed to me heavy enough alone to bad the poor 
beasts ; but beside these they had to carry three hun- 
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dred and sixty pounds weight. Many of them were 
loaded with specie ; and all appeared, like the beasts 
in the other caravans I had seen, to be excessively 
fatigued. 

There is something strange in the idea of a con" 
siderable branch of trade being carried on over 
regions of great extent destitute of roads and all indi- 
cations to mark routes ; yet such I understood was 
the nature of the country above this place. Among 
the persons I saw at the inns were men who had 
come from the United States by land, from Natchi- 
toches through the unsettled tracts north-east of us. 
The road, which is often spoken of as an old one, 
and is laid down on many maps, is however a mere 
route, marked out by notched or blazed trees, (that is, 
trees with a broad piece of (be bark cut smoothly off.) 
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Travelt north of San Felipe.—- Reports of that region.— Undulating^, 
or **BoUiBg coontry."— A saw miU^-Varied and agpreeable aoen- 
•ry* — Change of prodoctai rocks Ac. — Manner of travelling^. 



As tbert was yet no arrival of a vessel from the 
United States, and of course no prospect of a passage 
thither at least for a couple of Weeks, I felt favorably 
disposed to make a journey a little further into the 
country, especially as it would probably prove much 
cheaper than to remain in the town, and two of my 
friends were about to set off on such an excursicm. 
Before we took our departure, we met with a judge 
from Alabama, who was looking out for land to pur- 
chase, with the intention of making a settlement ; 
and he determined to accompany us. In the region 
before us we had to look for nothing .Uke inns, and 
must anticipate receiving only such accommodations 
as we could find at the scattering estates we might 
meet with, or, when none were to be found, taking 
up with what we could obtain in the uninhabited 
country. 

Every body we had conversed with had described 
the land as excellent and the climate agreeable ; and 
we had reason to concur in their judgment, from the 
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first glimpses we caught on our journey. We had 
changed the smooth and apparently endless levels 
over which we had travelled so long, for a '' rolling 
country," which presented us a constant and agreea«> 
fole succession of hill and dale ; and as the woodland 
was more abundant, the eye was relieved with an* 
other sort of variety also, which is perhaps as neces- 
sary to its gratification, as an occanonat irregularity 
of surface. 

The undulating or rolling country is distinguished 
from the extensive levels below by several marked 
characteristics. Lying between them and the moun- 
tain range for seventy and an hundred miles, it is 
more elevated than the former, and perpetually vary-' 
iog the surface, but without breaking into ridges or 
rising tp high hills. Beyond Red river the timber is 
confined to the borders of streams, and is not, as heroi 
plentifully intermingled with open Prairie land. Not 
only is the scenery beautiful, but the country is more 
healthful, the soil dark, fertile and well watered. 
Insects are not troublesome here as below, except the 
flies, which still tormented our horses. Every thing 
which is cultivated on the level will flourish here, 
except long staple cotton and sugar cane. Rocks 
useful in building are also found, which are 
entirely wanting below, particularly lime stone. 
Mrs. Holley remarks that these regions are as fav(»r- 
aWe as the levels to cattle and hogs, and better for 
sheep and horses, while experiments have proved 
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that wheat, rye, oats and flax may be cultiYated 
with success. 

After a i*ide of five or six miles we reached a creek 
where we found one of those rare but most useful 
establishments, a saw mill. Log houses may satisfy 
the first settlers in a country, especially if the means 
of subsistence are precarious and demand the whole 
attention of the colonbts, or if there be dangerous 
enemies at hand to be apprehended. Such wfiis the 
state of Texas until within a few years. But now, 
when there is abundance of food and nothing is 
apprehended from the savages, people begin to think 
of their convenience, and to ask for something better 
than logs to construct their dwellings of. 

We stopped for some time at the saw mill, and 
conversed with the owner, who welcomed us into his 
house. He had a noble field of corn, and other signs 
of prosperity around him. At his table, (for we 
dined with him,) we found excellent feure, and that 
in abundance ; but had been forewarned, and after- 
wards more fully realized, that we miist put up with 
more simple food than we had generally been sup* 
pUed with before. Flour we could not long expect 
to see, nor any thing composed of it : it is a luxury 
here, the transportation being so expensive, as to 
forbid its use. to persons of the |X)prer class. The 
stream on which the mill was erected, we were inform- 
ed, is raised by the floods thirty feet above its ordinary 
level. Near this place I saw the first wild rye I ever 
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met witli. It was growing in bunches here and there, 
and L)ore a general resemblance to common rye, but 
WHS considerably smaller. I often saw it afterwards. 
Here also for the first time I saw wild indigo, which 
is preferred to that of the Southern States. 

As we proceeded beyond, we found the country 
presenting many beautiful scenes : the open natural 
fields^ destitute of bushes of all sorts as well as of 
trees, were generally smooth and uniform in their 
appearance, though spread over an undulating sur* 
face, while the groves and woods which here and 
there interrupted it were disposed with a degree of 
beauty quite singular. We had now to expect 
inhabitants only at great intervals, the population 
being much more thin in this part of the cdony : so 
that we could not find a habitation in less than ten, 
twenty, and in some cases thirty miles, and then not 
always even a comfortable one. We had already 
b^un again to find frequent use for our compass, 
which, we had been informed, must be our principal 
dependance during our excursion. There is however 
a general directbn which all travellers take in this 
part of the colony, as may be seen from the map. 
It lies along between the Brazos and Colorado rivers, 
nearly midway, and between the' heads of their nu- 
merous branches. The brooks are generally bad to 
cross; aud ii is better to avoid them, even at the 
expense of a little circuitous travelling, than to' at- 
tempt the fords, which a stranger cannot often find. 
19* 
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Keeping thus iii the general direction of the two 
rivers by the aid of the compass: that is about 
North North West, we occasionally bent our course 
to the right or left to head some tributary of the two 
streams, or deviated this way or that as the varying 
surD^ce of the undulated ground offered an easier 
passage. Sometimes also the beauty of a scene 
would attract us a little out of our direct course : for, 
the further we proceeded, the mote were our surprise 
and pleasure excited by the increasing richness of 
the landscape. We had ever before us a smooth but 
swidling surface, with open lawns, patches and 
groves of wood, where narrow vallies wound between 
gentle acclivities, here and there overshadowed by 
thick tiees, which in some places occupied the sum- 
mits of the hiUs, and in others skirted their bases or 
spread down their sides. Having nothing to confine 
our course within any fixed limits, and feeling always 
that our course was an unsettled one, we were often ifi 
doubt whether to take the vale on this or that side of 
some little eminence before us, and were ready to 
stand and hesitate, being equally pleased wiib both 
the verdant routes that lay before us. 

We spent the night at the house of a colonist evi- 
dently of the poorer class. Flour was there but 
little known; but we were furnished with cakes 
made of Indian meal, which were very good, though 
unaccompanied by the variety of meats which we 
had found at the inns of San Felipe and on the 
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rood thither. Here I tasted the first good water I 
had found in Texas: that in the lower country 
being inferior, and almost without exception obtained 
from brooks or rivers. Oar host, however, in his 
poverty was rich in a good well, and in water of a 
much improved quality : for we were now in a soil 
more abundant in rocks, and of a different nature from 
that we had left. 

We were somewhat amused by observing the 
rather rough and uncouth manners of two young 
men from a retired settlement, some distance inland, 
who stopped here on their way to San Felipe. They 
seemed to relish as highly as we did some of the 
plain but wholesome food which was placed before 
us ; and one of them, after taking a large draught 
of some of the richest milk in the world, turning to 
his comrade, said with peculiar emphasis : "If we 
could take this milk along with us in our gourd, and 
have it fresh on the Prairie, I tell you, it would be 
naucQous." 
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Travels north of San Felipe, (conHntud.)^Jtst of a facetious coin> 
panioiL—Beaatiful, 1»at solitary 8oene0.<^Flowef7 meadows.^ 
Woody islands.— Living streams. 



Having nothing lo hasten us on our journey faster 
than our convenience dictated, and being free from 
anxiety, as well as the apprehension of any difficulty, 
we often resorted to such devices as travelling some- 
times suggests to beguile the way. One of our 
party, as we had observed, always disappeared on 
stopping at a house, running in to t^k with the 
inhabitants, thus to ingratiate himself that he might 
obtain the best accomniodations, leaving us to take 
care of our horses. On reaching our stopping place 
on the second evening, after we had as usual been 
left to put out our horses into the Prairie ; and while 
we were rubbing down our mustangs and hobbling 
tihem, a negro boy came out of the house under 
peremptory orders from our companion within, to 
see to his horse. One of our party, who possessed 
a good share of roguish ingenuity, after some inquiries 
about the gentleman in the house, how he looked, 
and what he was doing, told the boy in rather a low 
voice, that he had better not come nearer to him than 
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was necessar}^, for it was possible he might hurt him, 
though sdU he did not think he would. The boy 
asked why he need be afraid of him. He replied 
that he did not certaioly know that there was any 
reason — he hoped there was none — but the man 
had been bitten by a mad dog, and it was rather 
uncertain whether he was not growing mad himself. 
Still he would not alarm the boy, but cautioned him 
not to be afraid, for there might be no danger, though 
there was something rather strange in the conduct 
of his poor friend. This was enough for the boy : 
he was almost afraid to touch the' horse of such a 
man ; and when, a moment afterwards, our com* 
panion came out of the house, he slunk away behind 
the horse, and though he was in a great hurry to 
get him unsaddled, kept bis eyes fixed steadily on 
the owner, closely watching his motions. 
■ " Take off that bridle !" exclaimed the impatient 
traveller, in a stern voice ; and the black boy sprung 
off and darted away as fast as his feet could carry 
him, much to the vexation and surprise of our com- 
panion, who ran after him a little distance, but could 
in no way account for his singular and provoking 
> conducL When we entered the house, things ap- 
peared a great deal more strange : for the negro had 
rushed hastily into the midst of the family, and 
in his terrified state communicated the alarming 
tale, that the gentleman had been bitten by a mad 
dog. He, unconscious all the time of what an 
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effectual trick was jUsLjing off, endeavored as usual 
to render himself as agreeable as possible, by pleasant 
conversation with the inmates, and especially the 
females, with whom he had already formed a partial 
acquaintance. We could see that they looked on 
him with marked apprehension, and retreated when* 
ever he approached them. One of them took an 
opportunity to inquire of the story-tdler the troth 
of his own charge ; and his answer confirmed their 
fears and redoubled their caution, though afttf 
confessing, with apparent candor, that his friend 
had been bitten, he stated that there was no certain- 
ty of evil consequences, and it was a thing which 
of course could not be mentioned to the sufferer. 
As bed time approached, the mistress of the house 
expressed her fears lest trouble should arise in the 
night ; for the house, according to custom, contained 
but two rooms, and was not built for security. She 
therefore urged us to sleep between him and the door, 
and by no means to let him pass us. It so happened, 
however, that be chose to sleep next the door for the 
sake of the air ; and, it was with great difficulty that 
we could keep their fears within bounds. The ill 
disguised alarm of the whole fiimily, was not less^ a 
source of merriment to him who had been the cause, 
than of surprise and wonder to the subject of it. 
Whatever member of the household he approached 
promptly wkhdrew ; and as for the n^o, whenever 
he Was spoken to by hiro, he would jump and roU 
his eyes. 
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la the morning, when we were about to depart, 
we commissioned our belied companion to pay our 
biil : but as he approached the hostess, she fled from 
him, and shut the door in his face. " I want to pay 
mir bill !" said he. " Oh, if you will only leave the 
house," cried she in terror, " you are welcome to your 
lodging." 

On the third day two of my companions returned 
to San Felipe, so that I pursued the remainder of my 
journey in company only with my judicial friend 
from^ Alabama. Scenes similar to those already 
described were still presented to us; and no descrip- 
tion which I can give, will. do them justice. Si\rely 
no land could be found in any part of the world, 
where nature has done more to give the landsqape 
the aspect of art. The smooth lawns spread their 
unvarying coat of green over the swelling surface, 
still bearing the name of Prairie, which is not 
coafined to ^he levels as is sometimes erroneously 
supposed. On one side they would often wind up 
a narrow vaUey, while on the other they terminated 
suddenly at a clump or grove of noble forest trees, 
which rose stately and tall as if not only planted, but 
pruned by an experienced hand. The proportions 
between the open grounds and woodland, with their 
disposition and arrangement, continually impressed 
the mind with a vague idea that they were all the 
efiects of human calculation and desi^; and 
although we often saw neither a habitation, nor dis^ 
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covered the footstep of a haman being or a domestic 
animal, for nK>re than twenty miles together, we 
never felt alone or seemed fully to realize that we 
were in a " desert wherein dwelleth no man." Here 
we occasionally saw repeated a natural phenomenon, 
of all others, perhaps the most nearly resembling a 
work of art : viz ; those long ranges of forest where 
the outer trees form a perfectly straight line, and 
spring from the grass of the Prairie without a bush 
or a sapling about their roots. The meeting of two 
such lines, I have also contemplated with surprise, 
where it seemed as if a fine field had been brought 
to one of its angles, and nothing was wanting but 
a fence to complete the resemUance to" enclosed land. 
The ope^ ground every where looked as if a culti- 
vator would have only to put in his ploughshare, 
drop his seed, and await his harvest; and from 
many points a passenger could fancy he might select 
in the imaginary estates of wealthy proprietors, the 
arable land and pasturage, and the spot designed for 
the orchard ; while patches of brilliant flowers seem- 
ed to show a splendid garden already in bloom. 

We now realized, what our fiiends had told us j 
that the country was rich and delightful, but 
needed to be visited to be known. No words can 
do justice to its peculiar appearance, or excite the 
feelings which we experienced in travelBng in it, 
especially when we wandered, as we often did, 
through unmeasured fields of lowers, with nothing 
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but the compass to dictate our course, while every 
thiDg seemed equally attractive on #very Me. 
' Our enjoyment was ^ubtless enhaaced by attend* 
ant circumstances. Having nothing to prestf us od 
faster than we pleased to go, .we were at liberty te^^ 
proceed at any gait, or to repose tX any hour, provided 
only that we used the precaitfions necessary to briog 
U9 to a habitation before . night. We had not ih« 
wearisome view (tf the level and uniform Prains 
before us» and (with (jie excefition of flits,) wera 
relieved from the annoyance of troubiesoroe insecti^ 
some of whidi, particularly the musquitoes, had 
often given us great vexation in the lower distrlet, 
while the -rolling couAtjy is happily froe from them. \ 
We found ihe wild rye very common in these 
regions, which is considered a sign of very good bnd 
wherever it is found. We saw also the wild plutti : 
^a short bush, whjch bears an esteemed fruit, of which 
on account of the season, we of course had no op- 
portunity lo judge; On the few cultivated estateir 
we saw, cattle were reared as below. The corn was 
about as high as my shoulders, and rapidly growing, 
being the tall corn of the south. What subsequently 
struck me, was, that in passing at a moderate rate 
of travelling, not long afterwards, along the Missis- 
sippi and to the Middle and Eastern States, I found 
the season apparently growing a little more backward 
till I ended my travels in August, aud no where in 
20 
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advaiice of what it was in this region of Texas, 
'from the middle to the last of May. 

The most common grain in this part of the coun- 
try is Indian com. On one estate I saw about an 
acre and a half of wheat, the only instance in which 
I saw it growing in this country; Last year, as the 
proprietor infiMrmed u^ it produced a good crop 9 and 
when we saw the field, the grain was flourishing. 
This is sufficient to show that- the common opinion 
may be well founded ; viz : that thijs upper country 
is fiivorable to wheat. Until mills shall have been 
erected, however, wheat will never be extensively 
cultivated : for it would now be an unprofitable crop, 
"ahhoi^h the price of flour is about twenty-five dol- 
lars a barrel : sa expensive it is to transport it ^om 
the landing at Brazoria. 

It was pleasing to find here a great plenty of 
running streams, abundantly sufficient to. water the 
country. Rocks and stones also abounding in the 
soil, oflfer excellent materials for the construction of 
fences, as wdl as of better-houses than those we had 
seen, while they presented a feature hitherto unknown 
to me in Texas. 
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Travels north of San Felipe, (con/tniMMi.)— North-west comer of 
Austin's Colony.— Wild horses, deer, buffalo.-^Dread of Indians.— « 
The Oolortuio river.— Betaming'.^-Appeannce of straDgen on a 
Prairic-rReiicontre. — Lose our way.— San Felipe. 



One of my companions b^ accompanied me further 
than the others, because he wished ta inspect a tract 
of land he had obtained near the north-western 
corner of Austin's Colony. Beyond that angle we 
did not design to go ; and on approaching the Cdo- 
rado river near (hat point, we regarded it as the end 
of our excursion. The last colonbt we found in that 
direction, was a man whp had emigrated some yearr 
before from Pennsylvania; and had ac(]pured a 
comfortable property in a short time tbough the 
luxuriance of the soil. He was surrounded, though 
at no inconsiderable distances, by settlers from dider- 
ent parts odT the United States. We saw that we 
were in a wilder country, so far as related to game 
and wild anim&ls, than any we had seen ; for having 
gradually arrived among a thin peculation, and 
approached somewhat nearer the regions inhabited 
by Indians, we occasionally perceived the tracks of 
buffalo, which are not uncommon there, and heard 
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of wild hogs, bears and panthers. One of the swine 
we had seen dead at a house at which we had stopped 
a few days before. It had been shot, and though not 
large, appeared like rather a formidable animal, being 
armed with tusks of considerable length, which 
curled back from his under jaw. The animal was 
greyish, and of a disagreeable aspect. According to 
tiommon report they have sometimes attackM men. 
Our host having proposed an excursion to the very 
extremity of the colony, we accepted it, and, niount- 
log our horses, accompanied him on a ride over a 
vory pleasant, though unoccupied region. We were 
sUU annoyed by flies. We saw deer and mtjetangs 
la herds, and frequently noticed the fresh marks of 
buflyo, which are often killed hereabouts. We had 
left our guns at San Felipe, considering them almost 
as useless as burdensome; but we had our pistc^ 
with us^ and our new companion went bettor armed 
with hb rifle. We soon perceived that he was under 
constant apprebensaon of Indians, and that an un- 
ceremonious £!ishion which prevailed, of shooting 
down red men wherever they were found, was the 
«rdiBr of the day^. He recounted tales of savage 
fmuders perpetrated on settlors and travellers at 
diflbrent times ; and would often interrupt himsirif 
OT us to say : << Hor# I would shoot an Indian if be 
irtiould jump out oi the bushes yonder P He would 
look, «iid act too, as if be realty expected to meet 
every nrnnani with^such an unieelopiiie tmveller. 
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We now b^an to think we had not done wisely 
iQ leaving our guns at San Felipe : for it seemed as 
if a settler, well acquainted with the country, and 
heretofore engaged in savage war&re, could not 
entertain such apprehensions of an enemy unless 
there was some real danger* We had before never 
admitted a thought of fear from such a quarter : but 
now, the more we thought of the vast regions north 
of us, free to the passage of a wily and rapid foe, the 
thinness of the population around us, and the de- 
fencelesis condition of the frontier, the more we began 
to participate in the feelings of our host, and to 
scrutinize the groves and thickets as we passed them, 
with uncommon care.. However, we discovered" 
nothing lo alarm our fears any frirther ; and^ as we 
were to turn our foces for San Felipe the next day, 
we congmtulated ourselves that i^e should have no 
reason for further apprehension^ 

The direction we bad taken, (road there was none,) 
brought us at length to the left bank of theCMorada 
river, there a small stream at this season, though 
sometimes, like the other Texas rivers, it is raised lo 
a considerable height We turned and £^wed 
down its course for some distance, and afterwards 
leaving it, we returned to the bouse of our new friend. 

We were now at the north-western corner of what 

is commonly called Austin's first colony, tboiq^h, 

as I have elsewhere- remco-ked, this term is to be 

undecstood here in a very limited sense. North 

20* 
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of k lias a 8maller traot of land, called Atf^iu's New 
Colony, beyond which is another, caUed WiUiams 
%»i Austte's, where as yet few seUlecs bad been 
ti^odiiced. llie nature of the surfoce, the quality 
<rf tbe soil, the productions and climate, as I was 
informed, continue much the same for a great dk- 
tance beyond, aud must hereafter invite fiuinerbt:» 
seUlers, when circumstances shall be more favoraUe. 

14ie Ittmral and tolerant views of the government 
of Meadco at the time when the first part of this book 
was writii^, were sudi as to encourage the 1k^ 
that our couotrymen might be admitted without being 
mquired to ^renounce Protestantism. In that case, 
if Uie country had continued to enjoys peace and 
prosperity, and land had still been givea to foreign 
emigmots on the same terms, no doubt these ext^i- 
eive and attimcttve regions would have become rajndly 
occupied; being brought into powerAil competition 
with the wikt lands within our own ^borders, and 
particularly those in the adjacent states. BiU until 
some sure guarantee is ^veo, there can be no soffi- 
Qient security offered to Protestants^ that they orthek 
obiUi^ will be aUoired to worship God aceoiding to 
the diotates of their OMicienoes. A revolution has^e- 
oent^ occurred, which has.given tbe priests and anti- 
N^mers the ascendancy. 

Tfee following morning we set off on bur return. 
Having got some information concermng the number, 
situation aud -bearings <rf the «ettlemenu near otir 
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roate^ which was fuithei' to the east than that 
which we had travelled before; we intended to visit 
in succession those at which we might most conven* 
iently dine and spend thb three nights we hltd before 
us. 

Though we bad become femiiiar with the ap- 
pearance of the country in this part of the pro* 
vince, we were neverthelesB sometimes almost con- 
vinced again that the rich and beautiful region around 
as was inhabited by men like ourselves. No tokens 
of neglect were to be seen, no signs of that rudeness 
and roughness which we look for in a wiMemess. 
It seemed as if nothing but the industrious hand of 
man could have removed fallen trunks and branches 
from the neat borders of the woodi) or checked the 
growth of weeds and bushes \vhich are so forward 
to Ti^ and deform a lonely lawn. It was exceed- 
ingly difficult to believe, even after rq^eated experi- 
ence, tAiat the peace which reigned around us was 
the tranquillity of desertion, and that the general 
stillness was 4he silence of death. The universal 
quiet seemed ever ready to be interrupted by the dis- 
tant low of cattle, the wlietting'of a scythe, or the 
bell of a, village churdn : each of which would have 
been to tny mind accordant' with the scene, espe- 
dally the last : lor the calnmess of all things seemed 
calculated to remind one of the Sabbath. With 
sueh impressions, amidst such scenes, we wound our 
way at leisure, flt^owing the general indications of 
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the compass, but oonstantljr ipaking slight deviatioiis 
from it, as the form of the ground, or the abseoce of 
trees opened our way most invitingly on the left or 
the right The extent of Prune land, or open 
ground, still preponderated, over that covered with 
forest trees, so that our proqpects were, often very 
extensive. 

It was on such a tract we were riding in the coorse 
of the day, when, looking at a distant part of the 
Prairie on the east, we discovered what we thought 
was a drove of mustangs approaching usl In k few 
moments, however, we perceived human beings, 
when our ,attention was much more strongly attract- 
ed, as our late fear, immediatriy suggested the idea of 
Indians. After watching them for a few moments, 
we ascertained that there were about a dozen men, 
moving with considerable rapidity. We agreed that 
it would be most prudent ic avoid them if pos^ble, 
and turning our horses in an opposite direction, spur- 
red them on at as quick a pace- as their wearineaB 
would permit. So many savages, thought we, with 
only two men to deal with, and these armed only 
with pistols — this would be a hopeless case if they 
are such relentless brings as our host had. described. 
While endeavoring to make- our escape, ^we pat our 
pistols in order, though with a sincere hope that we 
should have no occamon to use them : .bi|t we soon 
satisfied ourselves, on looking back, that we were 
discovered by the strangens, and that an interview 
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would be unavoidable. We tlieo concluded that we 
had nothing to do but u> advance with all the appear- 
ance of confidence and fdeodliness we could assume : 
and turning our horses, we proceeded directly towards, 
tbem. 

We had now a better opportunity to scrutinize 
their appearance ^ much belter indeed than we de- 
sired ; and it did not diminish our alarm to find that 
they had a wild look, were mounted, armed with 
long^ weappns, and rode without regularity at a head- 
long rate. We were how able to count tliem, and 
found there were ten of the party : but as we rapidly 
approached each other, we found tbev did not APuear 
exactly like Indians, but though in rather rou ^h and 
singular dothes, were not dressed at all like savages. 
Their complexions, when we were able to dis- 
Uoguish them, explained all this. They were white 
men ; and, as soon as we met, testified much joy at 
the rencontre, and showed great anxiety ta obtain 
infortnation about the country. They were Ten- 
nessee farmers^ and had ju^t arrived from the 
United States^ by (he way of Natchitoches, that 
is, the did route which the Spaniards used for 
two hundred years, and which is now annually 
travelled by the caravans fr6m4.he Red river to Santa 
.Fe. They were armed with long rifles, and one of 
them carried behind him the quarters of a deer they 
had killed and skinned. . . - 

These men, with a general knowledge of the fer- 
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Ulity of ibe khI, ibe genial natare of the climate, 
and the terms on which the Mexican government 
grant titles, had sold their estate in Tennessee, and 
had come on to take up their residence in this pro- 
vince. Ignorant of the country itself, and destitute 
alike of guides and land marks, they were coursing 
about in high 8|nrit8, yet at a venture, after the gen- 
eral indications derived from thdr compass, and with 
their own experience in wild regicms, towards the 
lower settlementa We gladly gave them all the 
inibrmation in our power on such subjects as they 
inquired about, and after a short but friendly inter- 
view, took leave and parted from them. 

But we had not gone fiur bef<xe we b^an to doubt 
and to differ about our own course ; and after much 
reflection and conversationj oathe time we had occu- 
pied and the different courses we tuid ste^e^, could 
agree but upon one thing and make but one discov- 
ery, and that was, that we were lost This was 
ratber a painful truth to be acknowledged, but it was 
ipdbputable. Our circumstances were even more 
unfdeasant than when our party wandered on the 
Prairie west of die Trinidad : fin^ then we had some 
det^rrninate objects to seek: first Goose creek and 
then the San Jacioto. But now we had no, land- 
mark to look for, and were probaUy ten if <iiot twenty 
miles distant from the nearest babttation. We wan- 
dered about over the open Prairie and sometimes 
through groves and woods, until we had serious ap- 
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prebensioiis of having to spend the night in the 
open air, and^ what was worse, of going without 
food : for we had no means to procure any. 

After wandering thus for two or three hours, we 
ivere happy at discovering a house, at which we were 
hospilaUy received by an old woman, who^had little 
Ixtt the barest necessaries to offer us. She soon set 
befereusa meal of which we Mood in need, and 
which was a welcome repast to us, although it con- 
sisted only of pork fried with onions, tops and all. 
Her simple house and table furniture were worse for 
wear, and one of our forks had but one prong. She 
seated herself with us, and immediately began a 
regular and prolonged lametitation over her fate as a 
Texas cdonist. She said that although the country 
was healthful and productive, her husband not un- 
prosperous and her children well, she r^retted the 
time when she left the United States, a country 
where there were neighbors, for a distant land where 
there was nothing to see or hear. 

After leaving this place, we travelled some distance 
further, when we saw cattle feeding on the Prairie, 
and knowing this to be the usual indication of neigh- 
boring inhabitants, soon found a hotise, where we 
made a short stop. Th^ master and mistress, as we 
were informed, were on^ a visit to a neighbor some 
twenty ^r thirty miles distant. We yrere invited in, 
however, and learnt more of the character of the 
colonist than pleased us, from a hasty examination 
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of a few books we picked up : Tom Paine and kin- 
dred writers — what miseraUe commentaries on the 
nature of their owner — what roiseruble associates fcr 

^ the soHtude and leisiure of these regions, especiaUy 
to a man in the decline of life ! 

We stopped again at Bell's saw miH, and there 
met a m^n, who, we were informed, was preparing 
to make a settlement in the neighborhood, and oc- 
casionally preached at private houses. He. was a 
methodist, but had encountered no obstacles in coo- 
dticting religioud worship in this manner. Of this, 
however, under existing circumstances he could hav^ 
no security.,. The laws and prejudloes are against it. 
On the road from thid place to Brazoria, our atten- 
tion was attracted, as it had often been in other 
places on our route, to the extraordinary size of' the 
gmpe vines, which are very nuaaerous in the woode. 
It was no uncommon thing to find their, stocks as 
large in circumference as a man's body.- We found 
thp black mulberry trees also very abundant. They 
were at this season covered with^ripe fruit, on which 
we regaled ourselves, by only riding under the shade, 
and picking the mulberries-sitting in our saddles. * 

I had been absent ffom San Felipe six days, and 
my expenses had amounted to just five shillings. 

* The people I bad been among had not permitted me 
to pay for food or lodging ; and the small sum I had 
got rid of I had distributed among such of their 
children as would receive a little money. * 
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Oq reaching San Felipe a^in, I took np my 
lodgings once more at Whitefaouse^s. I found two 
old acquaintances in the town : the two Frenchmen 
we bad delivered from the New Orleaps schooner. 
These poor fellows, after losing their little cargo, 
which was not insured, and having been subject to 
considerable expense, were waiting for an opportu- 
nity to return to the United States. 

Vegetables of various kinds and excellent quality 
we found now abundantly supplied from gardens in 
the vicinity, and we had beans, peas, potatoes and 
onions. The settlers genercdly pay but little atten- 
tion to such articles, or at best content themselves 
with securing a supply for their families, though a 
little care would ensure them almost any supposable 
quantity, such is the favorable nature of the soQ 
and climate. Cat fish are caught in the Brazos. 
Cattle of course are abundant and cheap. A cow 
was worth from eight to ten dollars. Persons come 
here every year to purchase cattle to drive to the Red 
river for New Orleans. 

During a walk I took by the' river, I saw an In- 
dian and his squaw preparing to cross the stream, by 
beginning to take off their clothes. Seeing me they 
modestly retreated, and when I next saw them they 
had betaken themselves to the water. In order to 
convey their garments across without wetting, they 
bad resorted to an expedient, which, simple as it is, 
I never had befdre seen adopted, but which I must 
21 
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nMOtkm. They placed them upon a short 1<^ which 
thejr had pidced tip ; and this while it saved th^n 
the tioobfe of tying them upon thdr heads as I 
shoold have done, aflforded them aid in swimming, 
as each rested one hand upon it 
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San Felipe.— An IndiaQ.~Retum to Brazoria.-— A ■eriotw jett— r 
Seised with a fiBver.— Vint to Mr. WeBtaU*0.~^ever« illnen.— Sate 
of my white piustang. — ^Departure from Brasoria. — Smuggling 
specie.— Sail for the United States. 



This Indian I had observed in the town, and ad- 
mired him as the handsomest roan I had ever seen. 
He was tall, strait, well proportioned, and moved 
with native ease and dignity, bearing a general re- 
semblance to our noithern Indians, though much 
surpassing any of them I had ever met in personal 
beauty. His dress was little more than the waist 
cloth and blanket ; and in this he resembled several 
others I had seen, who had come from the interior 
to sell their deer skins. The woman was dressed 
with more care and taste. 

I returned to Brazoria by the way I had .before 
travelled, in company with six or seven agreeable 
companions ; but found it much impeded in several 
places by the swelUng of the streams. Some of 
these, through which we had then easily waded» 
were now so deep that our horses were obliged to 
swim them. As usual, we had our jests to play 
upon each other, which served to turn the^laugh of 
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the party on one and another by turns. One of our 
jokes I had afterwards serious reason to remember. 
One morning some of our number had been parties 
ularly &cetiou% and I was rather a sufierer by one 
of their practical jests : for while we made a stop at 
Boon to refresh ourselves at one of the houses on the 
way, my large, broad>brimmed hat was uuaccount- 
aUy withdrawn, and when my companions remount- 
ed it was no where to be found. Without being 
altc^ther pleased at having such a liberty taken 
with me, I affected more discontent than I actually 
felt; and tying my handkerchief upon my head, I 
sprung upon my white mustang, and rode on with 
more gravity than usual, though I presumed that 
some one privy to the trick would take care that it 
should not be left behind. 

I rode on however about four miles, suffering 
considerably from the heat of the sun, against which 
I had always been well protected, and yet nothing 
had been seen of my hat I had, on the contrary, 
been bantered by some of my friends with a story 
of its lying in pawn at the house we had left. The 
traveller who had deprived me of it now finding that 
I was resolved not to return for it, began to repent 
his jest, and offered to go back and bring it to me, 
on condition that the past shoutd be forgotten, and 
there should be no more retaliation. I consented to 
the terms ; so, lighting a segar with his sun glass, 
and mounting his mule, he set off at a rapid rate on 
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hts return. He had not been gone long, when one 
of the party presented me with ray hat, which lu! 
had secretly brought along with him. It was Umg 
before our absent horseman overtoc^ us, having spent 
some time in useless inquiries ; and when he per- 
ceived the object of his ride upon my head, and 
recollected the promise by which he had thoughtlesdy 
bound himself, while he had bound me, not to have 
any more jesting, he could only exclaim — " Well, 
it's hard, but it's fair." 

At night I felt an unusual sensation of fieitigue, 
and slept hard without being much refreshed ; wbik 
on the following day I found myself rather languid 
and depressed. 

I felt somewhat indisposed for several days at Brazo^ 
ria, but well enough to attempt a shcnrt excursion, and 
repeated my visit to Mr. M<$Neil's and Mr. WestalFt. 
I found everything flourishing, and the rural scene 
wearing the aspect of greater luxuriance than when 
I saw it before. While at the latter place I was 
seized with the fever and €igue with violence, so that 
I was unable to leave the house, and was compelled 
to accept the kind and urg^t offer of Mr. Westall 
and his family to remain with them. They paid 
every attention, and rend^ed me as comfortable as 
circumstances would permit : but I suffered severely. 

There was a school kept in the house at that time 
by Mr. Phelps, who had been in Captain Par- 
tridge's Academy in the Northern States. It was 
21* 
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attended by the cbildrea of the family, by thoise from 
Mr. McNeil's and another neighboring estate, who 
conoie daily, although the distance was considerable ; 
and by two or three others from more remote habita- 
tions, who boarded in the house. Arrangements 
were making to increase the school, by receiviag 
several other children into the family. 

After remaining at Mr. Westall's about ten days, 
I found myself well enough to return to Brazoria, 
where a vessel had in the mean time arrived from 
New Orleans, to take passage in her, as she was 
' about to sail again. Having done with Prairie trav- 
elling and white mustangs, I took advantage of an 
offer I received, to sell my little horse. A gentleman, 
(the same one, by the way, who had been deceived 
by his well dissembled infirmity at Harrisburgh,-) 
who had arrived in the vessel, and being now on a 
visit at Mr. Westall's proposed to purchase him, and 
gave me twenty dollars for horse, saddle and bridle : 
so that I received within a few dollars of what they had 
cost me, though I had travelled so much. In esti- 
mating the expense I had been at for horse feed too, 
it would be surprking to find how little it costs to 
travel in such a country. 

My fevers and agues now recurred but once in 
two days; and I fortunately found at Brazoria a 
young physician, just arrived, who w^as glad to find 
in me hb first applicant for the purchase of medi- 
cine. I procured from him a small quantity of qui- 
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nine, sufficient however to put a period to my disease, 
but for which he made roe pay ten dollars. 

After waiting two or three days, I went on board 
the schooner early one morning, and we proceeded 
down the river. My weakness kept me below almost 
the whole time, so thitt nothing presented itself to 
my notice worthy of particular attention until our 
arrival at the tnoulh of the river, where I spent a 
short time on land. 

Billions fevers are one of the evils the settlement 
of Texas has to contend with : but in a far less de* 
gree than in the most of our Southern States. 

We had proceeded some distance down the river, 
when a boat put off from the shore bringing a number 
of small bags, which the owner wished to have trans- 
ported to the United States, saying they contained 
specie^ to the amount of three or four thousand dol- 
lars. The bags were all wet ; and I learnt that they, 
had been brought from the interior under peculiar 
circumstances. A trader who had disposed of his 
goods somewhere in the northwest, and received this 
specie in pay, by good management had avoided 
paying the lawful duties at the internal custom 
houses which he had passed. At length, however, 
when he had almost reached the end of his journey, 
on the banks of the Trinity river he was overtaken 
by several Mexicans, who had some information 
or suspicion against him. The trader had just un- 
loaded bis mules and placed the bags of money in a 
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small boat, in which his assistant at that moment hap- 
pened to be. The latter, on discovering the Mexi- 
cans, silently pushed off, and rowed round a neighbor- 
ing point, behind which he dexterously rid himself 
of the load, by dropping the bags into the river. 
Then making such observations that he might be 
able to recognize the spot, he proceeded leisurely on, 
as if nothing had happened. The trader was seized 
and carried off for trial, on the charge of having no 
guia^ which is tantamount to a passport : but after 
a little imprisonment he was set at liberty. The 
money had been recently recovered, and was now to 
be shipped for the United States. 
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Late events in Texas.— Trials and sufieringd of the colony at Ana- 
huac. — ^Abandonment.— The revolution of 1832.— Cholera. — Pro- 
gress of colonization in some districts.— Route across Texas. 



Since the date of my visit to Texas, several changes 
have occurred, some of which have given a different 
aspect to things. The chief of these I may briefly 
mention before I close this volume. 

I have spoken of the character of the troops of 
the Mexican army at Anahilac. It may be presu- 
med that their presence did not a'dd to the enjoyments 
of the emigrants. As an example of what sort of 
men were among them, I may mention, that three 
of the soldiers deserted one day just before my arrival, 
and a messcpger, a North American, was despatched 
to bring them back. He refused to go without per- 
pnission to take them "dead or alive," which was 
granted. . He overtook the fugitives on the bank of 
Turtle bayou, where they were preparing a raft to 
cross the stream. On seeing their pursuers they 
attempted to flee, and two cast themselves into the 
wat^r. The messenger immediately ordered his man 
to fire, and one was soon shot dead in the water, and 
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anoiher was wouDded in the face. He returned with 
his prisoners while I was at Anahuoc, and gave in 
his laconic report with the utmost indiffissence — <^ Col- 
onel, I have sunk one of your men and brought home 
the rest'' 

But it was not their neighborB, nor their un[m>m- 
ising circumstances, nor their disappointments alone 
from which those poor colonists had to suffer. After 
the wreck of the Climax, their numbers were increas- 
ed by those who arrived in her. When I left them, 
the season was hastening on, when they roust be 
exposed to disease. 

• Towards the end of April, the agents received 
written notice from Col. Bradburn, that they would 
be compelled to leave the country, as the company's 
claims could not be rec<^nized : Gen. Teran regard- 
ing the law of the 6th of that month as decisive. 
That law forbade the settlement of persons from any 
country bordering on Mexico. He however offered 
to take the emigrants off their hands, and to furnish 
them with land according to the terms of the colo- 
nization laws. 

Among the circumstances worthy of note which 
occurred in the mean time, were the following: May 
7th, the first products of the garden were obtained. 
May 13th, the corner stone of c^ new fort was laid by 
Col. Bradburn. May 17tb, after a long drought 
refreshing showers came on. July 1st, green cora 
was first obtained. 
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But before this last date, sickness bad comrtienced 
liB ravages among the disheartened colonic. The 
fever came oa usually wkh vioknce, and r^uced the 
strength very much ; while the uncomfortable and 
crowded huts in which the emigrants lived, exposed 
as tjhey were to the sun, and affording a poor shelter 
from the weather, together with the scarcity of medi- 
cines and the want of comforts and nurses, greatly 
added to its violence and effects. There was a phy- 
sician at Anahuac, setft out by the Union Company ; 
and his services were generally at command; but 
although the agents were men of humanity and 
felt for the sufferers, they could not supply all the 
deficiencies of a hospital, medicine and nursing. 

On the 7th of July, out of one hundred and forty 
persons at Anahuac exclusive of the soldiers, twenty- 
four were on the sick list. On the 25th there had 
been five deaths, and the huts had been hospitals for 
three weeks. I copy the following melancholy note, 
from a memorandum made on the spot. 

" Anahuac, July 28th. Our little burying ground 
increases in size rapidly. The first grave was dug 
on the 9th of June, and now there are twelve graves 
in it. The hottest day: thermometer at noon 97^°." 
Two able bodied men, sailors, who had been enga- 
ged to carry the surveyor's chain, and were called the 
chain boys, after having received a few articles of 
clothing in New- York, came out with the rest, and 
fell among the victims to the climate. 
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What added to their trying circumstances, was 
the unfeeling manner in which the Mexican au- 
thorities proceeded in cases of the decease of an 
alien. They would immediately seize the pro- 
perty, and dispose of it %i auction, for the account of 
the government. This was done with little appear- 
ance of sympathy. The clothes of the poorest emi- 
grants were thus taken and disposed of, even to their 
shirts. One young man from the West Indies, who 
had visited the country for his health, and died of 
the consumption, received from several of the agents 
all the Icindness and attention which they had the 
power of affording, as they sincerely felt for his sit- 
uation; and his grave was protected with a neat 
fence and marked with a red cedar plank, shaped 
and lettered as a monument. His effects, however, 
were all seized and sold, so that nothing was left 
even as a memento for his friends. 

Cooler weather occurred on the 11th, but seemed 
only to increase the sickness. On the 23d of Au- 
gust, Col. Bradburn gave the agents a written and 
peremptory order to dissolve themselves as a company 
by the 1st of September ; and on the following days 
they gave notice to the emigrants of their intention 
to discharge them. All except one ultimately came 
forward, rec^ved a discharge and resigned their con* 
tracts, on being furnished with provisions for the 
remainder ot the year, and such implements aa 
could be spared. They then sdd the remaining 
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property of the company on the best terras they 
could. 

On my return lo N. York, I got from the Trus- 
tees of the Land Company neither remuneration nor 
sympathy for my fruitless expense and disappoint- 
inents. One of their seven agents died a short time 
afler his return, from the effects of the climate of 
Texas, after compounding for a trifling sum. They 
claimed 10 dollars a month for above ten months, 
and a labor of land for every two months' service, 
acknowledging the receipt of about 90 dollars each. 
The Trustees offered to pay for the land at ten cents 
an acre. One of the agents obtained a verdict for 
about 1500 dollars, and another, in three trials, got 
verdicts for something less. Evidence stated that 
the Company had disposed of above six millions of 
acres in script some months ago. No late attempt 
that I have heard of has been made to settle their 
lands. 

When General Santa Anna, in 1832, took up arms 
against Bustamente the Vice-President, and headed 
the revolution in favor of liberal principles, the Amer- 
ican colonists in Texas were naturally inclined to 
support him They formed a company called the 
Santa Anna Guards and sailed against the Mexican 
troops at the mouth of the Brazos. After a skirmish 
tliey occupied the post, and then went to Anahuac, 
which capitulated. Colonel Bradburn,^ however, re- 
entered the town after they had retired, alleging that 
22 
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they had not adhered to the terms. Colonel Austin 
was aftei'waFds arrested, on a charge of plotting to 
separate Texas from the Republic, and is still detain- 
ed at Mexico. 

The Cholera raged to a considerable degree in 
Texas in the year 1832. Several of the famiUes 
which I had visited suffered deep afflictions, in the 
loss of one or more members ; and among the per- 
sons by whom I had been treated with kindness, 
who were numbered among the victims, were Mr. 
Westall and his son, Mr. John Austin, and several 
others. 

The Congress of the United Mexican States, on 
the 28th of April, 1832, repealed the 38th article of 
the law of 1S25, which offered to any unmarried 
man or family a quarter of a league of land, if culti- 
vators merely, and a league if cultivators and raisers 
of stock, but without interfering with grants before 
made. 

The effect of the law forbidding the settlement 
of persons from adjacent countries — (that is the Uni- 
ted States,) was also soon arrested. 

The following are stated to be some of the princi- 
pal provisions of the new colonization law, relating 
to foreign setders. Tlie la\Hr of April 6, 1830, for- 
bidding settlers from the United States is repealed. 
A foreign settler shall receive two labors^ unless the 
land is susceptible of irrigation, and then one lahin*^ 
and a supply of water. If he has above 100 cattle 
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or horses, and 600 sheep, half a league. A trifling 
consideration only, is in any case to be paid. l%e 
settler will be free from taxes for ten years, unless in 
case of invasion. He may bequeath his land, even 
if unoccupied, but not otherwise alienate it until after 
occupation for six years. It is designed to form close 
settlements of 30 frtmilies. I do not know that the . 
old terms are otherwise changed. I presume a set- 
tier must become a citizen and a Roman Catholic. 

A new revolution occurred in Mexico in June 
1834, the influence of which, if it should become 
general and lasting, would doubtless be unfevoraUe 
to the settlement of North Americans in the country. 
Gen. Santa Anna, after appearing to iavor the very 
liberal plan of general reformation proposed by the 
Congress, prorogued it, and finally prevented its re- 
assembling by stationing troops at the doors of their 
chambers. He has the priests and monarchists in 
his frtvor, and will probably involve the country in 
another protracted civil war. Had the late Congress, 
with the Vice President, Farias, succeeded in their 
patriotic wishes, religious toleration would have been 
established, the convents would have been suppressed, 
and other important improvements introduced, de- 
manded by the nature of a republican government. 
The colonization of Texas has been proceeding, 
and in some parts, as I have understood, with con^ 
siderable activity. Many have gone of late to Aus- 
tin's upper colony. The settlers continue to be 
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priactpally persons from the Southern and Western 
States. 

Texas is every year traversed by numbers of our 
enterprising couatrymen. Report has recently reach- 
ed New- York, that a young man of this city, within 
a few months, penetrated to the head spring of the 
Rio Bravo, after a long and perilous journey among 
the Indians, and was the first white man who ever 
reached the spot. 

' A person lately returned from a land journey 
through Texas, states, that the Irish colonies about 
Aransaso Bay, in the western part, were rapidly fill- 
ing up by settlers from Ireland. Vessels are often 
also advertised as about to sail for that part from the 
United States. 

The distances across Texas, according to common 
estimate, are as follows : From Trinidad river, (on 
the Nacogdoches route,) to San Felipe, 110 miles; 
thence to the Colorado, 35 ; thence to the Navedad, 
37 ; La Baca, 9 ; Guadaloupe, 35 ; Lababi, 25 \ 
Nueces, 60 ; from Nueces to Matamoras, 200 miles ; 
thirty nights to sleep out — only four estates on the 
way. 

The Comanches Indians still occasionally come 
down to the coast west of Austin's Colony, and witfi 
some other tribes, inspire terror ; but travelling with 
arms is thought safe. 
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Average Heat, li<L Z^nn^—Sed 0m.—90d. 44m.— Twenty days pleutat 
weather. Winds from S. and S. E. It may perhaps he worthy of remark, 
that during this month, gentle land breezes have prevailed every morning until 
about 8 o'clock, after which a sea breeze until about sunset, which may be con* 
sidered the prevalin^ wind through the summer jnottths. 
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Kemarks. — Average heat, Shi. 18m— 8d(/. 38m. — Sid. Cm. — Manyihowers 
this month ; very high tides. On the Sth heavy rain in the morning. On the 
10th, heavy squall with rain, thunder, and lightning. 
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Kewarks— Average heat, 76(f. 23m.— 84* 19m — Sid. 36m. 
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